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Eningda QAEYHOVWOWV KUTTOPOKIVOV
0€ EVANIKEC 0I0OEVEIC PE KUGTIKA ivewon

TKOMOZ H xpovit (AEYMOVA TWV CEPAYWYWV KOl OI GUXVECG AOINWEEIC
TOU GVONVEUCTIKOU Eival Ta KUPIO XOPOKTNPICTIKA TNG KUOTIKAG ivw-
ong (K. IKondg tng €PYACIOg AUTAG RTAV O NPOCSIOPICUOC TWV ENi-
NESWV TWV PAEYUOVWSWV KUTTAPOKIVWYV (TNFa, IL-1B, IL-6, IL-8) otov
0p6 EVARIKWV ACOEVAV ME KI KOI UYIOV MOPTUPWYV, KOOWE KOl n SIE-
PEUVNON TNG CGUOXETIONG TWV ENINESWV TWV PAEYHOVWSWY KUTTOPOKI-
VWV PE T BAPUTNTA ThG VOOOU, ONwE auth eKTipdtal M tov FEV, Kai
to Schwachman score. YAIKO-MEOOAOL MeAETAONKAV 19 OCOEVEIG pE
Kl (10 GvSpEC/9 YUVAIKEG, NAIKIOG 23+£12 €TwV) Kal 11 UyIEi¢ paptu-
PeC (3 AvOPEG/8 YUVAIKEG, nAIKiG 30+4 €TWV). TA ENINESA TWV PAEY-
HOVWSWY KUTTUPOKIVWV METPRONKOV ME MEOBOSO ELISA uPnAng gual-
oénciag. H ektipnon tng Baputntag thg vooou €yive Pe tov FEV, Kai
To Schwachman score. AMOTEAEZIMATA Ta €nineda TWV QAEYHOVWSWYV
KUTTOPOKIVWY OTOUG O0OeVEiG UE KI BPEONKOV OTATIOTIKWG CNUOVTIKG
UPNAGTEPO OE OXEON ME EKEIVA TWV UYIWV MAPTUPWV KOI, CUYKEKPI-
Héva, TNFa: 4,0+1,8 (pg/mL) évavtl 1,7+0,9 (pg/mL), P<0,006, IL-1B:
0,5+0,9 (pg/mL) évavtl 0,2+0,1 (pg/mL), P=ns, IL-6: 3,4+3,1 (pg/mL)
évavti 0,9+0,8 (pg/mL), P<0,003, IL-8: 5,5+4,7 (pg/mL) évavti 2,6+0,5
(pg/mL), P<0,029, avtioTOiIXwWE. Ta €NiNESA TG IL-6 RTAV OTOTIOTIKWG
CNUOVTIKA UPNAGTEPO OTOUCG OCOEVEIC NOU RTAV ANOIKICHEVO! ME YEU-
Souovada o€ oxEon ME TOUG Mn anolKiIouévoug (4,9+3,3 évavtl 1,4+1,5,
P<0,009). O1 undAoINEG KUTTAPOKIVEG (TNFa, IL-1B, IL-8) &ev Si1Epepav
OTOUG CICOEVEIC ME KOI XWPIG anoIKIoKd pe weudouovada. Eniong, dev
SI0NICTWONKE OTATIOTIKWG CNMAVTIKA OCUCXETION TWV EMINESWV TWV
PASYHOVWSWY KUTTAPOKIVRV KOl TWV SEIKTWV BOpUTNTAC TNG VOOOU
(FEV,, Schwachman score). ZYMMNEPAZIMATA Ta suphpdta givol Evesl-
KTIKA TNG NOPOUGIaG tng PAEYUOVAG 05 KABE @don otnv €ZEAIKTIKA
Nnopeia tng vocou.
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H «uvouxs fveon (KI) sfvail n mo cuxviA KANPOVOUIKA
V6006 TG AsLKAG QULANG. To Yyoviblo NG KLOTIKAG VK-
ong avakahbpOnke to 1989 ka1 avevpioKeral oto pakpd
TuRpa tov xpwparoodparog 7. H npwreivn, nov kw8i-
kormoieftar and 1o yovidio, ovoupdzetar CFTR (Cystic Fi-
brosis Transmembrane Conductance Regulator) kar a-
notenei Siavno 16VIeOV XA@piov, ToL omoiov n AsITOLP-
yia eivar 181aitepa noAVnNOKN Kal Sgv €xel arSun nani-
pwg SiepevvnBei.? H kOpia avopadia cvvioctarar os Sia-
1apaxn ng Sianepardintag g KUIIAPIKAG pepBpdvng

O10 XA@DPI10, PHE AMOTENECUA TNV APLOATHON TWV EKKPI-
O£®V, N onoia oto emnedo TV AgpaymyOV MPoKanef pei-
won g BAsvvokpooowtrig kGBapong, Aoipu®dEelg kai
Bpoyxekraoieg. Av Kal n ané@padn twv AgpaymyOdv Kal
n Nofpwén amnotenovv peizoveg naboyevernkolg napd-
YyovIeg, oripepa moteveral 8t n eAeypovn efval o nAég-
ov onpavtikés.? Téoo n ghsypovi 6co kai n hofpwn e-
véxovtal otn PHei®on TwV ASITOLPYIK@OV MAPAPEIP®Y TNG
avanvorig, tn Bapvtnta kai tnv e§eNIKTIKNA nopeia tng vo-
oov, nov 1enIkd kabBopizovv tnv emBiwon twv acBsvdv
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avtedv. O npdipog anoikiouds tov Bpoyxikol §€uSpou
and pikpoBiakoBg napdyovieg, Snwg 0 Xpuoizov ora-
@UAGKOKKOG, O AIHS@INOG TNG IVPNAOLEVTOAS KAl N PEL-
Sopovdba, npokansl tn pazikn peravdorsvon ovSete-
POPIN®V Kal TV aneNeLBEpmon 81aPSpwV PAEYHOV®-
8V peoconaBniddv, pe anoréAecpa TNV TOMIKA Anop-
pVBBuion tng €181k Kal un £81kNAg avooiag, tnv aduvva-
pia ekpizoong 1wv naboyévmy PIKPoopyavioH@Y Kal TNy
sykardoraon evég @avhov KUVKAoL NoiuwEng-@Asypo-
vnig-anéppadng.’ Eneidn o1 @Asypov®dSelg Kuttapokiveg
(TNFa, IL-18, IL-6, IL-8) nmaizovv onpaviiké péno otn
@Aeypovaddn andkpion,? vmoBéoape 6t mbavds va oxe-
tizovtal pe tn Bapvinta tng véoov.

2xkondg Ing £pyaciag avtnig nNtav o npocd10pIcUES TmV
emnédov 1wV @Asypovad®dv ruttapokivadv (TNFa, IL-
18, IL-6, IL-8) otov opd evnidikwv acBsvdv pe Kl kai v-
VIOV paptdpwv, KaB®dg ral n Sigpedvnon g CLOXETI-
ong 1OV eMMNESHV TV PAEYHOVOOOY KUTIAPOKIVAOV HE
1n Bapvinta tng véoov, dnwg avtri ektipdral pe tov FEV,
kal 1o Schwachman score.

YAIKO KAl MEOOAOX

Z1n penén avrn nepienripdnoav 19 acbeveig pe Kuotikn i-
vwon (10 dubpeg/9 yuvaikeg, niikiag 23+12 e1¢dv), nov na-
paronovBovviav oro E€wtepikd latpeio Kuotikrig “Tvoong tov
Noocokopeiov Noonpdrov Odpakog ABnvav, kar 11 vyieig
ndprupeg (3 Gudpeg/8 yuvaikreg, nikiag 30+4 etdv). Ztov mi-
vaka 1 @aivoviar ta xapakmpionkd tov §6o opddwv. ‘Onot
o1 acBeveig, Kard 1o xpévo ng PeNEIng, ritav os otabepri Ka-
tdotaon. AoBeveig pe npdogarn napdSvvon tng véoou ario-
kAsiovtav and tn peAgi. H Sidyvwon otnpixBnke otnv kwvi-
KA ektiunon kai 1ug epyactnplaksg e€erdosig, ovunepinapBa-

A. TIATTAMIXAAOTTIOYAOZ ka1 ovv

vopévav g Sokipaciag 18pdta kai tov yovétvnov. O1 vyieig
Hdprupeg ntav eBsnoviég, xwpig onpeia kapSionoyikov 1l a-
VAIVELOTIKOU VOONUATOG, GUP@®VA HE TO 1I0TOPIKG KAl TNV KAl-
vIKri e€€taon.

ExTipnon Tng PaputnTag Tng véoou

XpnowonomBnkav Seikieg, dnwg o FEV; (% npoBienopé-
vouv)® ka1 1o Schwachman score. To Schwachman score ano-
1eNel T0 CLYLIIONOYICUS TECOAP®WV B1IAPOPETIKAOV MAPAUETPDV
NG V6oOoUL: TnG KAaBnpepiviig Spactnpidintag, TV KAIVIKOV On-
peiwv, Tng OpyYng Kal TG AKTIVONOYIKAG e1KGvag.’

AerToupyikég Sokipaoieg

2e 6AOLG TOUG CLUUEIEXOVIES OIn PENEIN HEIpriOnKav o1
FVC, FEV, ka1 n &iaxvtikni ikavdinta (DLco) pe tn péBodo tng
piag avanvong.”

KuTtTopokiveg

Aefypata aiparog enrigBnoav and 1ovg acbeveig Kal Tovg v-
yiel§ pdptupeg yia Tov npoodiopious TV eMNES®V WV QAEY-
Hovwdav kuttapokrivadv (IL-18, TNFa, IL-6, IL-8) otov opd pe
n péBodo ELISA kai, ocuykekpipgva, pe noootkni sandwich a-
VOOOEVZLUIKNA TeEXVIKA. [1a Tov npoobiopiopd tov sminédov Ka-
B¢ Kuttapokrivng xpnoiponoiri®nkav ta avrioroixa Quantakine
Human Immunoassay Kits (R & D Systems). H pébo&og auvtrii
Sev mapovoidzer kapia Siactavpovpevn aviibpaon pe dAAeg
KUTTApOKIiveg i av§ntikog napdyovieg.

Ta Seiypara aiparog AapBdvovtav os anootelpowpUévo @ia-
AiS10 xwpig avinnkuks kai Siatnpovviav ortovg 4 °C péxpl va
@uyokevipnBovy. H @uyokévipnon yivétav oe Sidomnpa pi-
KPATEPO TV §00 wpdv and tn ARYN ToL AluAtog O YUXOHE-
vn @uydkevipo otig 3000 orpo@ég orovg 4 °C yia 10 min. O
opdg @uhacodtav oe anootelpougvo @iaiidio orovg -70 °C
HEXP1 TN pEpnon.

Mivakag 1. AvBpwnopsipikég KAIVIKEG Kal AEITOLPYIKEG napduerpol aoBevdy e KLOTIKA fvmon Kal byldv paptopav.

AoBeveig Yyieig pdprupeg
x+sd Edpog x*sd Edpog

déno (AT) 10/9 3/8 -
Hhkia (én) 23x12 14-61 304 22-36
Anoikiopsg

pe pevdopovdda (Naiy/Oxi) 10/9 - -
[Naykpeatkr npooBonri (Nai/Oxi1) 9/10 - -
Schwachman score 71+14 50-90 - -
FEV, (% npoBienopgvov) 65,7+34,9 23-128 112,195 101-125
FVC (% npoBaenougvng) 82,6274 29-130 113+11 97-128
FEV,/FVC (%) 62,5+21,3 25-91 84,4+55 80-97
DL, (% npoBAenopgvng) 70+35 23-122 97+2 -
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ANOTEAEZMATA

Ta enineda twv phsypoveddv kuttaporivedv TNFa, IL-
6 ka1 IL-8 (miv. 2) otovg acBeveig pe Kl Bpgbnrav ora-
TIOTIK®OS onpaviikd vYnASTeEPA O OXE0N PE eKevVa TV
wyidv paptépwv: TNFa: 4,0+1,8 (pg/mL) évava 1,7+
0,9 (pg/mL), P<0,006 (eik. 1), IL-16: 0,5+0,9 (pg/mL)
gvavtt 0,2+0,1 (pg/mL), P=ns, IL-6: 3,4+3,1 (pg/mL)
gvavn 0,9+0,8 (pg/mL), P<0,003 (s1x. 2), IL-8: 5,5+4,7
(pg/mL) €vavu 2,6+0,5 (pg/mL), P<0,029 (eik. 3), a-
vuoroixwg. Ta enineda ing IL-6 fitav oratctik®dg onpa-
vird avénpéva orovg acBeveig mov nrav anoikiopgvol
He pevSopovdda oe oxéon HPE TOLG PN AMOIKICUEVOULS
(4,9+3,3 gvavu 1,4+1,5, P<0,009). O1 vriénoineg Kut-
tapokiveg (TNFa, IL-18, IL-8) 8ev &iépepav orouvg a-
oBeveig pe ka1 xwpig anoikiopd pe pevdopovdda (eik.
4). Ainapayovtikin avdAuon CLOXETICEMV PETAgy Twv Sel-
Kkidv Bapuvintag ing véoov (FEV,, Schwachman score)
Kal TOV EMNESOV TV PAEYHOVOODV KUTIAPOKIVAY -
Se18e 611 Sev LIAPXEL OTATIOTIKAG CNUAVTIKA CXE€on.

2YZHTHXH

H peném auvri €61 avnpéva enineda twv @heypo-
vadadv kuttapokivedv TNFa, IL-6 kai IL-8 otov opd tov
aoBevadv pe KRuotiki fvoon. Ta av€npéva enineda towv
KUTTAPOKIVAV aut@dv ritav ave€dprnta tng Bapuvintag ing
véoov. Eniong, ta enineda tov TNFa kar tng IL-8 ritav
ave€dpnta Tov anoikiocpoy Twv acBevadv pe yevdopo-
vd8a, sved ta enineda g IL-6 ritav oratictkdg onpa-
vTiKd bYnASTtEpa otovg acBeveig mov Arav anoikiGpEvol
He pevdopovdda os ox€on UE TOLG PN ATOIKICUEVOULG.

"Exe1 SiamotwBei npdipn aeypovaddng andékpion oe
naibid, akSpun Kai npiv and 1oV anoikiopsd tov Bpoyxi-
KoV 88vbpov, pe avénpéva enineda @AsypovmS®V Kut-
TAPOKIVAV oto BpoyxokuweMiSiké éknnvpa.® Eniong, o
eVANIKEG aoBeveilg Xmpig TV KAIVIKA apovoia vécou é-
xe1 SiamotwBei avnpéun @EAeypovASNG andkpion TV
aspayoydv, dnmg cvvdyeral and tnv napovoia @Asy-

Mivakag 2. Enineda @Acypovaddv KLTtapokivdv tov acBevev pe
KUOTIKA fV®ON Kal TOV LYIOV Haptipmy.

AoBeveig Yyieig pdprupeg
Kvuttapokiveg (n=19) (n=11)
X sd X sd
TNFa (pg/mL) 4,0 18 1,7 0,9
IL-18 (pg/mL) 0,5 0,9 0,2 0,1
IL-6 (pg/mL) 3.4 3,1 0,9 0,8
IL-8 (pg/mL) 55 4,7 2,6 0,5
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P=0,006

TNFa (pg/mL)

1 T T
AoBeveig MdépTupeg

Eikdva 1. Zoykpion emnédwv TNFa opot petad aobevdv pe kvot-
KA fvmon Kat vyidv paptipmy.

P=0,003

IvrepAeukivn-6 (pg/mL)

0 T T
AcbBeveig MdépTupeg

Eikdva 2. Zoykpion emnédav wiepAevkivng-6 opot peraft acBevdv
He KLOTIKA {vmon Kal LyIdV Haptipmv.

HOV®OS@DV KUTIAp®YV KAl avocoo@aIpiviv oto Bpoyxo-
rOPeNSIKS €kndvpa.’

To ouvbetepdpino Bempeital To KOPIO EKTEAECTIKG KUT-
1apo yia 11g BAdBeg nov mpokanovvrar crov nvevpova.
O €heyxog tng emorpdrevong Tov Kuttdpouv avtoV and
TOV ayyelaks x@po oro S1dpeco 10td Kat tenikd otoug a-
epaymyols Bpiokeral vrd 1oV ENEYX0 THOV PAEYHOVOEDV
kuttapokivov. 4111 H gpayokuttdpwon towv BaktnpiSiov
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8- P=0,029

IvrepAevkivn-8 (pg/mL)
w1
1

2 T T
Aobeveig MépTupeg

Eixdva 3. Zoykpion ennédav wiepAeukivng-8 opot pertalt acbevav
HE KLOTIKNA fvedon Kal LYIOV Paptipmy.

6,0
5,5

Yeubopovéda [ Nai

‘Oxi
[ oy

5,0
4,5
4,0
3,54

3,0
2,5
2,0
1,5
1,0
0,5

0,0

IL-6 TNFa IL-8
KuTTapokivn

Eixdva 4. Loykpion emnédwv AeypovaddY KUTIAPOKIVAV 0pol pe-
1a§V aoBevdv pe KLOTIKA fvmon pe Kal Xmpig anolkiops pe pevdopo-
vdda.

and 1a pakpo@dya npokanel  obvBeon kai €RKpion
TNFa kai IL-18. AkonotBwg, n €kkpion IL-6 ka1 IL-8 Sie-
veipetar ané tov TNFa kai tnv IL-8, evéd n IL-6 ava-
otéhder v napayoyi TNFa kai IL-18.%

H napaywyri tov TNFa and ta pakpogdya naizer on-
Haviiké pého oy gvepyornoinon twv ovSerepo@inmv
Kai, og ovvepyaoia pe v IL-18, otnv napaywyri kai a-

A. TIATTAMIXAAOTTIOYAOZ ka1 ovv

neAsvBgépmwon tng IL-8 and ta ténov Il emBnA1ard rot-
1apa tov nvedpova Kai 1ovg wobBhdotes.? e pia npoo-
KA PeN€tn oe evnnikeg acBeveig pe Kl SiamortdOnke
xpovia at€non 1ov emnédwv tov TNFa orov opd, n o-
noia cuvodevdtav andé napdninin avénon ting CRP ka1
ToL ovunAgyparog tng edactdong.

Av€npéva enineba IL-8 €xouvv avixvevBei oto Bpoy-
XOKLWPEAISIKG EKnALUA, Tad MT¥eNa Kal Tov opd naididv
e KI. Ta enineda g IL-8 oto BpoyxorRLWeNBIKS €K-
nALPA Kail 1a nrvend napovciacav CIATIoTIKAOS CNUAVTI-
KA ovoxénon pe to Schwachman score, sved ta avri-
oroixa enineda tov opov Sev sp@dvicav napdpolda ouv-
oxénon.”

Ta enineda tng IL-18 tov 0pov twv acBevdv pe Kl Ssv
BpéBnkav vYnASTEpa o0 OXEoN PE EKEfVA TV LYIDOV pap-
pwv. Av€npéva enineda IL-18 otov opd €xovv Bpebei
oe pia epyaocia,’® duwg, oe Vo npdopareg penéieg, Sev
karéotn Suvarri n avixveuon NG AVETEP® KUTIAPOKIVNG

otov opd. 1718

H IL-6 sivai o onpavtukdiepog enayoyéag g ansd-
kpiong o€eiag @dong os cvvdvaoud pe mv IL-1 ka1 tov
TNFa, evd ta koweMSIkd pakpopdya napdyouvv peydneg
noodtnteg IL-6 Stav ekteBovv oe evSorolives.”” H IL-6 €-
xe1 6e1xBei Su Sieyeipel Tov LIIOOBANANO-LITOPLOIO-EMIVE-
@p181akS d€ova,? pe ovvaksnovdn €kkpion ACTH kar av-
&non tou emngSov TV yAVKOKOpPTIKOEIS®V,?! eAdyxoviag
gro1 tv £€8M1En tng @Asypovig. Me auti v évvoia, n IL-
6 efval tavtéxpova EAEYHOVASNGS Kal AVTIPAEYHOVASNG
kuttapokivn.? Ye npdo@areg pengteg @aiverar 6t n Spd-
on 1ng IL-6 sival kupimg aviipneypovaddng Kal avocoKa-
taotadtkn.® Ye neipapankés pedéteg os novrikia €xel Sei-
x0ef St n xopriynon IL-6 rataoténner tnv ofeia e€iSpmwon
ouderepo@inwv, TNV ornoia nPokaAei n evbotpaxelakn £y-
xvon AinonoAvoakxapidng (AI1X).?* Eniong, n xopriynon
NI'TZ o novrikia pe avendpxkeia IL-6 nporddece avops-
&la, andsia Bdpoug rar voyAvKaipia, mov onpaiver du
n IL-6 8ev sival anapaiintn yia m @Asypovaddn anékpion
omn AI'Z kai, omv npaypatksnta, AaoKel MPOOTATEVTIKGA
Spdon.?®

2 81KA pag pendm, ta enineda twv EAEYHovHSdY
KUTIAPOKIVAV, €Ktog tng IL-6, rtav avefdpinta tov a-
MoIkIoPoU TV aoBevdv pe pevSopovdda. Ze npdopa-
m peA€n SiamotdOnke Gt n ekpizoon g YevSopovd-
8ag 8ev ritav 1Kavh va avakSypel v e€eAIKTIKNA nopeia
ng véoov,? yeyovdg nov pnopei va onpaivel 6t n @hey-
Hov@ddng andkpion omnv Kl Baiver ave€dpinta and tm Aoi-
poén. Ta vpnAdtepa enineda g IL-6 crouvg acObeveig mov
Atav anoikiopgvol pe Ppevdopovdda pnopei HEPIKDS va
€€nynbovv amnd 1o yeyovass Ot1 01 PAEYHOVASEIS Kutta-
POKIVeG gu@avizovial oe S1aQopPeTIKOVS XPOVoLGg, SIS
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€xe1 napatnpnBef perd ané npdkAnon pe AIZ, % ka1 pe
81a@OopeTIKG pSNo, SNmwS aAVIIPAEYHOVASN KAl AvoCoKa-
1aotadtks,?? nov mBavag va efvar niéov e€eonpacpé-
VoG perd Tov anoikiopd pe pevdopovdda.

€enikurn nopsia g véoov. INepatépo pensteg anai-
ToUvtal yia tn S1evkpivion Tng ox€ong PASYUOVAG-NOi-
H®ENg, KABAGS Kal Tov PSAOL TV KuTtapokIvady otnv KI.
H 8isukpivion 1ov pEAOL TWV KUTTAPOKIVAOV €Xel peyd-
Tounepaocparkd, ta av€npéva enineda twv @heypo- AN onpacia yia n Bepanevtikr npocéyyion tng véoou,
vadadv kuttapokivav (TNFa, IL-6, IL-8) efvar evSeikt- M€ Tn Xprion aviay®vIoI®V IOV KUIIAPOKIVEY, Mov nén

Kd Tng napovoiag tng GAsypovnig os KdBe gdon onv e-  xpnoigonolobvial omn Bgpanevtikh dAA®YV voonpdrov.

ABSTRACT

Pro-inflammatory cytokine levels in adult patients with cystic fibrosis
A. PAPAMICHALOPOULOS,! S. NANAS,? E. POULIOU,! G. PERPATI,!
I. MAVROU,? E. PAPA,?® I. ECONOMIDOU,? K. KARMANIOLAS,! C. ROUSSOS?
1Adult Cystic Fibrosis Outpatient Clinic, Athens Chest Hospital
ZDepartment of Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine, Evgenidio Hospital, University of Athens
3Department of Immunology & Histocombatibility, “Evangelismos” General Hospital, Athens, Greece

Archives of Hellenic Medicine 2000, 17(4):377-382

OBJECTIVE Cystic fibrosis (CF) is characterised by an abnormal inflammatory response and frequent pulmonary
infections. The aim of this study was to compare the levels of proinflammatory cytokine (TNFa, IL-18, IL-6, IL-8)
in adult patients with CF and those of healthy subjects and to investigate the relation of proinflammatory cytokine
levels to the severity of the disease. METHOD The study population comprised 19 patients (10 males and 9
females, aged 23+12 years) and 9 healthy subjects (3 males and 8 females, aged 30+4 years). Serum levels of
proinflammatory cytokines were measured by a sensitive ELISA method. The severity of the disease was
assessed by FEV; and Schwachman’s score. RESULTS Statistically significantly higher proinflammatory cytokine
levels were found in the patients with CF in comparison to those of the healthy subjects: TNFa: 4.0+1.8 (pg/mL)
vs 1.7+0.9 (pg/mL), P<0.001, IL-18: 0.5%+0.9 (pg/mL) vs 0.2+0.1 (pg/mL), P=ns, IL-6: 3.4+3.1 (pg/mL) vs
0.9+0.8 (pg/mL), P<0.003, IL-8: 5.5+4.7 (pg/mL) vs 2.6+0.5 (pg/mL), P<0.029, respectively. The IL-6 lev-
els were significantly higher in patients colonized by Pseudomonas than in those who were non colonized
(4.9+3.3vs 1.4+1.5, P<0.009). No statistically significant correlation of disease severity and proinflammatory
cytokine levels was detected. CONCLUSIONS The study findings are indicative of the presence of inflammation
in every phase of the disease independent of its severity.

...............................................................................................................................................................
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