BPA €IA AHMOZIEYZH
SHORT COMMUNICATION

Bapu GuvEpoo ducanoppo®nonc
anoé Giardia intestinalis

K. TZavétou,' Z. Mavika,? E. AoAaydkn,’
X. Kakapn-Toiponivd,' N. Toi66pa,®
E. Manduou-NAadad, ! A. Euoctpatonounogs

"MikpoBIoAoYIKG Epyactripio

?MaBoAoyoavatoiko Epyactrpio

3r’ MagoAoyikr KAIVIKA, MEPIQEPEIAKS MEVIKG NOCOKOLEID
ABnvav «. Fevvnuatdc»

Severe malabsorption syndrome
due to Giardia intestinalis

Abstract at the end of the article

Né§s1g evpenpiov: Giardia intestinalis, Z6vSpopo Svoanop-
poenong

H Giardia intestinalis (emiong yvwoti wg G. lamblia
ka1 Lamblia intestinalis) eival éva paotiyo@dpo npmid-
zwo, 10 onofo npokranei Noipwln cnopadikd i vrd po-
pen embnuidv oe ekatoppvpla avlp@dnovg oe oNGKAN-
po 1oV KGoo.

To npwtdézwo anoikizel 10 Swdekaddrtvnio Kai to
avodtepo 1/3 tng viiouidag kai anavid vns 2 pop@ég, 1oV
1po@ozmitn, nov efval n avantvcodpevn popen, Kai inv
kUoTn, nov anotedel 1o poAvopariké otddio. Av kai o
10 Ko1vaég 1pdnog petddoong eival n AiYn tov KGOTE®YV
TOVL Napacitov pe 10 HoAVOHEVO vePS, n pertddoon pe
poAvopéva tpéipa Kai and artépov oe dropo Sev eivail
aouvvrifng.

YnoBAnOnke 13.2.2001
EykpiBnke 20.2.2001

H kawikd dofpwén nepidapBdvel acvuntopartiki
anoBoAi k¥otewv (otnv nAs1ov4Inta TV MNEPINTOCEDY
n ANofpwén napapdvel acvpntopatkni), ofeia Sidppoia
ka1 xpovio 81appoikS abvSpopo pe Svcanoppdenon Kat
anonela Bdpovs. H xpovia véoog Bewpeitar ondvia.
Avagépovpe nepintowon xpoviag 8idppoiag ané Giardia
intestinalis pe oVv8popo Svoanoppdéenong MoONADV
OpenTIKOV oLOIAY, yevikeLVPEvo oiénpa and Bapid vno-
Asvkwpatvaipia kat peydnn andneia Bdpovg, os veapn
yuvaika ané t A1B0n, pe okondé n AapuBiiaon va nepi-
AapBdverar otnv aittodoyia tng xpoviag Sidppoiag kai
10V ovvdpbpov Svoanoppdenong kar otn S1aQOPIKA
Sidyvmwon and koiAlokdkn Kai tropical sprue.

MEPITPA®H NEPINMTOQXEOX

Neapn yuvaika, naikiag 28 etddv, nnbs o x@dpa pag andé
v narpida tng, t A1BVn, yia tn Sidyvoon tev artiov tng xpoviag
Sidppoiag, and mv onoia vnépepe 7 xpdvia, KAODG Kal Ing
peyding andneiag Bdpovg. NoonAelinke os peydno 18101KS

Beparneutripio yia 10 nuépeg, xwpig va yivel Sidyvoon tg véoov.

210 Noookopeio pag npoonnBe pe 6-7 véapeig, oyrOSeIg
KAl dXpoeg KeVAOEIS v nuépa, peydan andnsia Bdpoug,
nepinov 15 kg, andneia puiknig pdzag kai yevikevpévo oidnua.
H aoBevrig avépepe kénmwon, aSvvapia, Sidxvta koidiard dayn
Kal petewpiopd. And 1o Bioxnpiké €neyxo Bpgbnke enattwpévog
oiénpog opo?l, 15 pg/dL (puoionoyikés tpgg, PT:, 25-156
pg/dL), edamwpévn @eprivn, 2 pg/L (PT: 7-135 pg/l),
enattowpévo @LANIKGS o8V, 1,5 mg/L (PT: 3-20 mg/L), opiard
enattopgvn By, 180 ng/dL (PT: 187-1059 ng/dL), snartwpsvn
xonnotepdin, 70 mg/dL (PT: 120-200 mg/dL), vnonpwieivaipia
(onikd Nevrdpara 3,3 g/dL), peydAn vnohsvRmuatvaipia
(hevkwpariveg 1,9 g/dL), vnovarpiaipia (Na 125 mEqg/L),
vnokaniaipia (K 2,9 mEqg/L), vnacBeouaipia (Ca 6,2 mg/dL) kai
avénpévn ovpia aiparog, 80 mg/dL. And v nAekipopdpnon
KAl aQVOCONAEKIPOPASPNON TV MP®IEIVAOV 8V avixvelBnke
HOVOKA®WVIKG KAdopa. Ané tn yevikn  e€taon  aiparog

SiamotdOnke avaipia (aiparorpitng 28%) pe HAKPOKLIIAPIKOVG
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xapaktripeg (MCV 103 fL), guolonoyikd Asvkd (7000/ul) ka1
aiponerdnia (250.000/uL). O oponoyikdg €neyxog yia HIV-
Nofpwén nrav apvnukdg. Ané v avdivon twv obpmv Sgv
avixveltnke NAeVKmpa ovte Bpgbnkav dAna oroixeia evSeiktikd
ve@pIkng véoov. O noootkdss rnpoodiopiopnds tov AMovg Twv
gornpdvav £€8ei€e nueprioia anékkpion Aimouvg 10 g, pe avdtepn
@uotodoyikn tipr ta 7 g/npépa. O1 3 npdteg napacItoNoyIKES
e€erdoeig v Konpdvmv, mov €yivav os S1aQOPETIKEG NUEPEG,
ATaV apvntiKES yia KUOTEIS KAl TPOPOZMITES MPOTOZAO®MV N wdpid
Kai npoviuesg enpivBov. H e€étaon éyive pe dusoco vend
apackedacpa Kai Petd and CLYKEVIP®ON TV KOMPAvmy e
@opuandeddn-oiké ailBépa. Env dueon HWIKPOOKOMIKA e§€ta-
on 8esv napamnpribnkav nvoogaipia kar gpubpd kar n
RANNEPYELA TV KOMPAvmvy RTav apvniiki yid Kowvd eviepona-
Boydéva (Salmonella spp, Shigella spp, Yersinia, Campy-
lobacter spp, Aeromonas, Plesiomonas shigelloides ka1 Vibrio
spp). Z& eniXpiopa Konpdvmv XpoUATIOREVO HE TPOIONol-
npévn o€eduroxn xpdon 8ev avixveltnkav oeduioxeg MOKV-
oteig Cryptosporidium parvum, Isospora belli i Cyclospora

cayetanensis.

O aneikovioTiKSS Kal EVEOOKOMIKGG ENEYXOG TOL YAOTPEV-
1ePIKOV AnérALIoE WG aitia tng xpoviag Sidppoiag t véco Tov
Crohn, 10 Néppmpa, v eKKOANOUAT®OOoN Kadl TN QULUATIOoN
tov eviépov. Kard v evSookdnnon 1ov av@dtepouv yaotpev-
1ep1rob SiamordOnke atpogia tov BAevvoydvou tov Swdeka-
Sakrvhov kai ing vriondag rai enrigOn vAIKS Blowiag and tn
2n kal 3n poipa tov SwdekadakivAov Kal ané 10 AVATEPO

turipa g vrioudag.

Andé nv 1otonaBonoyiki e€€taon tov BAsvvoySvou tov
Swberadakrvnov BpgOnkav (a) vnepnnacia twv Kpvntdv, (8)
nAnpng arpo@ia towv Aaxvav kai (y) 8iribnon tov xopiov (lam-
ina propria) and nAacparokVttapd, oLSEETEPSPINA MOAVHO-
poontpnva kail nooivéeina. H e§étaon tov BAevvoydvou tng
vriotidag €86e1§e avdnoyeg annoidoelg pe ekeiveg tov Swde-
radaxrrdnov: (a) vnepnhacia twv Kpuntdv (adénon tov Bd-
Boug), (8) nAripn atpo@ia twv Aaxvav, (y) 8immbnon tov embn-
AoV TV eVIEPIKOV Naxvadv and avfnugvo apibud Aep@orut-
tdpwv (intraepithelial lymphocytes) ka1 (8) nmukvri kar Sidxvtn
8111Bnon touv xopiov andé nAacparokvriapa Kal AEP@oKUTIapa
KAl MIKPS apiBud moNLvHOoP@OMNuPRVmY Kdl NOOCIVOPIAGY
(eikSveg 1, 2). Zug kpVnreg kal ora Siaotripara petagv tov
Aaxvav Smbskadaktbnov kail viiondag 8ev BpgéBnkav tpogo-
zwiteg Giardia.

H pun avebdpeson Aomu®dSouvg i dAdov artiov tng xpoviag
Si1dppolag Kal o1 XapakInNpIoTKES 10TornaboNoyIKEG anNOIDOEIG
obriynoav orn 8idyvwon tng Kointokdkng. H acBevrig unoBAni-
Onke ot Siarra sAevBepn yhovtéung, Xwpig Kapia BeAtimon.

Zmv té€taptn Kard ogipd e€€taon 1wV Konpdvmv yia odpia

Kal napdoita Kai pertd and HIKPOOoKOoMIKA e§étaon peydnov
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ap1Bpot ommkav nedinv pe tov Enpd @axd (© 400), Bpédnkav
noévo 2 tpogozwiteg Giardia lamblia. H avixvevon tov napaoi-
0L Ota Kdénpava snpeye n Sidyvowon tng AaupBaiaong, n
onoia BewpriBnke wg 10 aiftio tng xpoviag 8idppoiag Kai tov
ovvdpdpov Svoanoppdpnong.

H aoBevrig énaBe metronidazole 250 mg 3 @opgg tv nuépa
via 7 npépeg, @LUANIKGS of8 5 mg/npépa yia 3 priveg, Benks
oidnpo 125 mg 2 @opég v npépa yia 6 urveg, Brrapivn By,
evSopvikd kai Siarta nhovola os AcvRdUara. Tig npadteg npEpeg
apéowg petd mv gvapén tng Oepaneiag, oe kaOnpepivég
HIKPOOKOMKES e€etdoels Konmpdumwv avixveudtav HeyEnog
ap1Buds kbotewv Giardia (sikéveg 3, 4) kard ormiké nedio” 400.
Eneidn perd 1o népag ng npding osipdg Oepaneiag pe metro-
nidazole n aoBesvrig¢ e€aronovbBoloe va anoBdnnel KUOTEIS Oe
HKPS apiBud, akonovBnos kair Ssbtepn osipd Bepansiag pe
metronidazole omnv i8ia 86on ka1 Sidpkela, n onoia odriynos
oe nAnpn e€agdvion twv Kbotewv g Giardia, SiamotwOeica
pe 3 apvnikég napaoIroNoyiKeg eSetdoelg Konpdumv.

Oxktdd €B8ouddeg petd and v gvapén tng Bepanciag n
aoBeviig enavékinos 1o QULOIONOYIKS tng Bdpog, SAor o1
Bioxnpuixkoi Seikteg enavriinBav oto QULOIOAOYIKS, ONPEIOONKE
onpavtikA adgénon tov aiparokpitn kai 8i16pOwaon g paxkpo-
KLUTIAP®ONG, 01 KEVAOELG €ylvav QUOIONOYIKES KAl TA LITOKEIL-

HEeVIKA gvoxhnpara vEEOnkav NANp®G.

Néa Aripn vAikoV Biowiag BAsvvoydvouv vrioudag xai
Swberadaktvnov, yia m Sianictwon NG anokardoracng 1wV
BAaBav, Sev €yive Noym dpvnong tng acBsvolg, n onoia
aicBavdtav andivta vyirig Kair embupoVoe va emorpEPel
xwpig AAAN kaBvotépnon omv narpiba ng.

ZXOAIO

H aoBevrig pag, pe kx6p1o kKAIVIKS oVpntouad tn Xpo-
via 8idppoia, napovoiaze Svcanoppdenon (a) Afmoug,
pe anotéhecpa oteardppold, Xapakinpizépevn and oy-
K®8e1g Kal dxpoeg Kevaoelg, (B) npwieivdv, pe anoté-
Aeopa vnonpwrieivaipyia, andieia pLIKAG pdzag Kai pe-
ydAn vnohevkwpartvaipia, n onoia npokdAece yevi-
KeLHPEVO oibnua, xwpig va ovvundpxel ANAONEIA NEVK®-
pauvev ota ovpa, (y) o18ripov, @uinikoU offog Kail
Bitapivng B,,, 1a onofa ntav ta aftia tng avaipiag ing
kar (8) nhekiponvidv kair acBeotiov. ‘Edeyxog yia
Svocanoppdenon véartavBpdrwv Sev €yive.

[Tapd tnv enfpovn avazhtnon, kavéva and ta napd-
oita nov anotenovv aftia xpoviag Sidppolag —-G. lam-
blia, E. histolytica, Cryptosporidium parvum, Cyclospo-
ra cayetanensis, I. belli, Strongyloides, Fasciolopsis bus-
ki ka1 Schistosoma mansoni- 8gv avixvelUInKe OTIG
npadteg 3 napacitoNoyikég e€etdoelg twv Konpdvmv.
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Eixdva 1. Bhevvoydvog vioudag tng acBevoig pe mAripn arpogia
(emnébwon) Aaxvdv kal vnepndacia Kpum@v (emprikvvon) (aiparo§u-
Afvn-nwofvn ~ 100).

Eikéva 2. Tpripa tng eikévag 1 oe peyadirepn peyéBuvon (* 400).

[MAdpng arpogia Aaxvév, vnepniaocia kpumidv, Sidxvin Siribnon tov
xopiov (lamina propria) and xpdévia Kupieg @Aeypov@ddn Kittapa kai
atgnon tov evBoemBniiakdv Aepgokruttdpav (intraepithelial lympho-
cytes).

O1 xapaxrinpiotikég 10tonabonoyiKEG aNNOIDOEIS TOV
BAsvvoySvou tov eviépou (SwSeradakrbnov kal viotidag)
xwpig tnv avelpeon Noiuddouvg i dAdov artiov odriynocav
apxikd otn 81dyvewon tng koin1okdkng. H ko1Atokdkn efvat
uia eviepondBela svaioBntn otn yhoutévn, n ARYn ng
onoiag npokanei eAeypovi tov BAgvvoydvou 1o Aentov
eVIEpOVL, VLOEPNAACIA T®WV KPULOTAOV Kal arpo@ia t®v
Aaxvadv. H kAaoikA Koidiokdkn pe mAnpn arpo@ia towv
evIEpIKAOV Naxvdv (emnédwon) kar cbvSpopo Svoanop-
péenong anotedei pévo 10 30% oASKANpoL ToL Pdoparog
g véoov. H Siatapaxn pnopei va €xel rina copntodpara,
va efval acLPNTEPATIKA A Ta cupntdpara pnopei va eivai
drona. [Mapdha avrd, 1o 81ayvwotiKS KPIThplo yia tnv
KOINIOKAKN Mapapével n atpo@id tov AAXV@AV ToV AENToU
eviépov. H evtepondBeia avantbooetal Babuiaia, ané

Ei1kdva 3. ApBovia kGotewv G. intestinalis (lamblia) oe Sefypa konpdvav
g acBevols petd v évapén tng Bepaneiag (vond napackebaopa pe
lugol * 400).

Eikdva 4. Kdoteig G. intestinalis oe enixpiopa konpdvev tg acBevoig.
Aiagpiveral n €0wtepIKA VPR TOV KOOTEGV TOL MPATOZAOL (TPIXpOUN
xp@on ~ 1000).

Aep@okrvttapiki 81ibnon twv emBniiov 1@V AAXVAOV
(ténog 1) otnv vnepndaocia twv Kpuntdv (ténog 2) kat
1eMKd otnv MpPooS8eULTIKA PEPIRN, LQOAIKA Kal OAIKA
arpoia twv Aaxvev (ténog 3).? Evioxvon tng S1dyveoong
e avixvevon aviicopdiov vavil tng yaladivng (anti-
gliadin), tng petikovAivng (anti-reticulin) ka1 tov evbopviov
(anti-endomysium) 8ev €yive ka1 n acBeviig, ue Kpitripia
1a 10Tt0NoYIKdG gvupripara, 1o abvdpopo vcanoppsenong
Kai t pn avebpeon dhdov artiov, vnoBAROnke oe Siaita
eNeVBepn ynovtévng, XwPi§ Kapia aviandkpion.

H pn andvinon tng acBevols otnv anopdkpuvon
ng ynovtévng and tn Siaita karevBuve tn Sidyvwon
npog to tropical sprue. Tolto opizetar wg §€va
npotonabég obvS8popo Suvoanoppdenong dyvworing
aitionoyiag, 1o onofo anavid oe KATOIKOULG 1N EMICKENTES
(Iv6ia, NA Aocia, N.

Aoppikii ka1 N. Apepiki). H 8idyvoon yiverar €§ ano-

OPICHEVOV TPOMIKAOV X®PAV

KAEI0PR0V TV altiov eKEfVoOV mov npokanoVv Ssvtepo-
nabn Svoanoppdenon. Yndpxovv evbeieig 611 10 trop-
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ical sprue sivar Doip®dSovg aitionoyiag. ‘Exer Ss1xBefl
anolkiopsg tng vhotdag kai tov eigol and HIKIA
xNwpida twv Konpdvwv Kai €xe1 npotabei évag mbavdg
péhog 1wV npwtozdwv Cryptosporidium parvum, [
sospora belli kair Cyclospora cayetanensis.? Av ka1 n
Bilowpia tov Aemtoy eviépov Sev efval XApAKINPIOTIKA,
naparnpeital 811Onon twv enbniiov 1OV Aaxvev and
Aepgoklttapa, ehaeypovaddng 811bnon tov xopiov (lam-
ina propria) ka1 noikinov BaBpov arpoeia 1wV AAXVAV.
To tropical sprue kar n koidlokdkn €xovv napduola
pop@onoylkd Kal KAVIKA Xapakinplotikd (moikinov
BaBpol arpoia t@v Aaxvdv tov BAsvvoydvou tou
Aentot eviépou ka1 Suvcanoppbenon), aAnd to tropical
sprue Oepaneberal pe xopriynon @ULAAIKOV o&og Kai
avtiBiotik@dv, 16{wg TETPAKVKAIVAVY, V@ N KOIAIOKAKN
anavid oe 8iaita eAevOepn yAovrévng.?

H aoBevrig 6ev éNaBe Bepanceia yia tropical sprue,
81611 n avixvevon 1oV 1po@ozeitedv tng Giardia otnv
1étaptn napacitoNoyiki e€€taon twv Konpdvav £Beoe
m Sidyvwon tng AapBhiaong. To kKAIVIKS £6pog 1ng
véoov nepidapBdvel acvuntwparikols @opeig, ofeia,
ovxvd avrtoneplopizépevn Sidppoia kai xpovia coBapni
Sidppoia pe Svoanoppdenon kair andieia Bdpovg.
Meta&t twv napayéviwv, o1 onoiol mbavd copBdAdovy
otnV MOIKIA{A T®V KAIVIKOV €RENADdCewvV, €ival Kal n
Doipoyévog §pdon tov otedéxovg tng Giardia.*

H oteatéppoia kar n Svcanoppdenon npareivav,
v8aravBpdrwv kai Brtapivadv, g eninAoKES Ing Xpoviag
AapBniaong, €xouvv amobeixBei and aprerovg cuy-
ypageic.”” Ztn 81kA pag mepintwon, n avedpeon 1oL
NPOIOZAOL OTA KAIMpava (1poQozmItdv Kal KOOTE®WV), n
Beapankni aviandékpion tng acBevols otn Bepaneia pe
perpovi8azénn x®pig tn cVYXpovn ANYPN TETPAKVKAIVAV
Kal n un andvinon otnv enedBepn yhovtévng Siaita
anotéAecav ta kpitfipia yia t Sidyvwon tng AapBAiaong
®g aitiov tng xpoviag Sidppolag kai tov cvvSpduov
Svoanoppdenong. 'a tn Sidyveon anaitovvral enavel-
An-pupéveg e€etdoeig konpdvav, 81811 01 TPOPOZ®ITES TOL
napaocitov, pe tn Boribeia tov Ko1AIaKOL anoppoPnTikoy
8iokov, mpookoAAdvIal OteEppdg ota emBrhdla 1ov
BAgvvoydvou 1oL eVIEPOUL Kal, EKTGS avtoV, tefvouv va
nepvolv ota kénpava pe neplodiké puvBusd. Asv eivai
ondvio va eferaotei pia oASKAnpn oeipd Kompdvwv
(ardpa kai 6) xwpic va Bpebei 1o napdoito, 16iwg oe
aoBeveig pe xpovia 8idppoia ka1 Svocanoppdenon. O1
1otonaBonoyikég petaBonég tov BAevvoydvou touv Ae-
ntol eviépov ekteivovial and @uoioNoyikés (96% twv
NepINTOoemV), endxioteg, émg apkerd coBapég, pe vnep-
nAaocia 1oV KpuOTAv, arpo@ia 1wV Aaxvedv Kal 8iidnon
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tov embnAiov and Aspgokvttapa (intraepithelial lym-
phocytes).® ‘Exe1 avagpepBei cuoxétion petalt Svoanop-
pdenong kal BaBuolV arpoeiag twv Aaxvav.? Zinv
nepiniowon pag, 1o peydno e6pog twv 10tonaboNoyIkdv
aMNo1®OE®Y KAl n MAAPNG arpo@ia tov AAXVAV Atav
ouykpioipa pe ekeiva tng KolAloKAKNng, n onoia anoté-
Aeoe Kal tnv apxikn Sidyvwon Ady® pn avelpeong tov
Npwrozadov 1600 oto LAIKGS Biowiag oo Kal otig NPATES
eferdoeig twv Konpdvwv. H Biowia tov Swdekadaktinov
kal tng viaoudag, napd v afia tng otn Sidyvoon tng
AapBhiaong, €xel pikpStepn evaicOnoia and tnv e§étaon

Tov Konpdvav, tnv onofa cvpnAnpavel.

Zvunepaopatikd, n Giardia intestinalis 6a npénei va
nepinapBdveral otn Sigpedvnon twv altiov tov cLVEpPsS-
pov Svcanoppdéenong KAl n avazAtnon tng va yiveral oe
enavelAnppéva Seiypara konpdvmv Aéy® tng S1adeinov-
oag anoBonnig tng, 16iwg oe xpdvieg nepintdoelg. Alago-
peTIKG, n pn avelpeon 1oL Npwrozdov kabiotd addvarn
n Siagopikni Sidyvwon tng AapBiiaong and tnv KoiAio-
KAKn Kai 1o tropical sprue, pe Kpitripia pévo ta 16ToAoyIKd

gupAPATA Kai tnv KAIVIKA £1KGvd.

ABSTRACT

Severe malabsorption syndrome
due to Giardia intestinalis
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ILaboratory of Microbiology,
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of Internal Medicine, “G. Gennimatas”
District General Hospital of Athens, Athens, Greece
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The case is reported of a 28 year-old patient from Libya
with chronic diarrhea and severe malabsorption syn-
drome, characterized by steatorrhea, generalized ede-
ma, hypoalbuminemia macrocytic anemia and weight
loss. The histopathologic findings in biopsy samples of
the small intestine (duodenum and jejunum) included
(a) infiltration of the mucosal epithelium by lymphocytes
(intraepithelial lymphocytes), (b) infiltration of the lam-
ina propria by inflammatory cells (plasma cells, lym-
phocytes, neutrophils and eosinophils), (c) crypt hyper-
plasia and (d) total intestinal villus atrophy (flattening).
Detection of the parasite Giardia intestinalis in the fe-
ces, the dramatic response to treatment with metroni-
dazole, but not tetracycline, and unresponsiveness to a
gluten-free diet, were the strongest criteria for the doc
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umentation of giardiasis as the cause of chronic diarrhea
and malabsorption syndrome in this patient. In conclu-
sion, Giardia intestinalis must be included among the
possible causes of malabsorption syndrome. Because of
its intermittent excretion, repeated stool specimens must
be examined for parasite detection, which is essential
for the diagnosis of giardiasis and its differentiation from
celiac disease and tropical sprue.

Key words: Giardia intestinalis, Malabsorption syndrome
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