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H oloKuoTEivh w¢ napdyovtac Kivouvou
KOPSIAYYEIOKWV VOOWV Kol OpOLBWOEWY

H ungpopoKuoTEivaiyia, KAt tnv TEASUTAIO TPIOKOVTOETIO, OVAYVWPIOTNKE
06 aveEAPTNTOC NApAyovTag KIvEUVoU KapsIayyEIOKAG vOOOU Kol OPOMBO-
EMBOAIKWV ENEICOSiIWV. O HETARBOAICHOE TNG OMOKUOTEIVNG, EVOG OUIVOZEDG
Nnou NPOEPXETaI and th HEBEIOVIVN TNEG TPOWYNE, AKOAOUBEI U0 050UG: auth
NG ENaVaNEBUAIONG, 6TNV onoit Spouv ta EVZUNO GUVOETAON TG MEBEIO-
vivng (methionine synthase, MS) kai Ng,N,,-HEBUAEVOTETPOUSPOPUANIKA O-
vaywydon (methylenotetrahydrofolate reductase, MTHFR) KOl GULMETEXOUV
TO PUANIKG 0ZU Kol n Brtapivn B,,, Kol EKEIVN TNG 5100€iGNG, UE Th Spdon
TWV EVZUUWV B-OUVOETACN TG Kuotalelovivng (cystathionine-B-synthase,
CBS) KOI Th GUMUETOXN TNG BItauivng B,. Anod TIG MEBOSOUG NPOGSIOPIGUOU
TNG 0UCIOG EEXWPIZOUV O XPWMATOYPAWIKES (N.X. UYNARG NiEONC UYPH XPW-
Hatoypaepia, high pressure liquid chromatography, HPLC) Kol Ol 0VOGOEV-
CUMIKEG (n.X. ELISA), w¢ ol nA€ov aZIonioteg. O1 YUCIOAOYIKEG TIMEG TNG OUO-
Kuoteivng oto nadoua sivon 5-15 ymol/L, v n avZnon tng o€ eningda
15-30 umol/L, 30-100 umol/L Kol dvew twv 100 pmol/L xapaktnpigouv, o-
vtiotoIxa, tTnv Ama, JETPIO Kol BAPIG UNEPOMOKUOTEIVAIMIO. H SoKipaacia
@optiong e pEBEIOVIVN GUUBAAREI TNV ANOKAAUWN OPIOKWV SIOTOPUXWV
TNG OMOKUOTEIVNG, AV KAl h XPNOIMOTNTA TN and HEPIKOUG appiopnTeital. O1
SlatapaxEC Tng ouciag SIOKPIVOVTOI O€ SICITNTIKEG, YEVETIKEG KOl AANEC &-
NIKTNTEC (N.X. VEQPIKNA avendpkeid, ARYN @apudKwy K.A.). ZTIC YEVETIKEG GU-
YKOTOAEYOVTOI O EVIUMIKEG OVENAPKEIEG, KUPIWE ThG CBS Kol tnG MTHFR,
Nou oThv O6Zuyn HOPYR NPOKOAOUV BAPIA KAl oThV ETEPOZUYN RMA-UETPIC
UNEPOLIOKUOTEIVAIUIO, EVK N NOPOUGIO TG OEPMONCTAOOUE MOIKIRIOG TNG
MTHFR cuvééstal e JETPIO UNEPOUOKUOTEIVaINIO. H auZnon tng ouaciag, G-
OXETO N6 TNV QITia, £XEI CUVSEDEI PE TNV NOPOUGCIO KAPSIAYYEIOKAG VOoOU
KOl 6POUBOEUBOAIKWV ENEICOSIWV, PTNPIOKWV KOI QPAERIKWV, KCOI N GUCXETI-
on auth unootnpiZetal and NARBOC KAIVIKWV UEAETWV, OVASPOMIK®Y, NPOO-
NTIKOV K.0. TO NOOOYEVETIKO undoTpwMa ThG VOGOoU gival n ducAsItoupyia
TOU QYYEIOKOU ev60OnAiou Kal 0 BpouBoyovog pOAOC TOU, ONOTEAECLA TNG
TOZIKAG dpdong Tng auEnuEvng OOKUGTEIVNG KOl KUPIKWE TWV NPOoIoVIwY o-
ZeidwoNng TNG. H AVTIPETWNION TNG UNEPOMOKUGTEIVAIMIOG Siapadpigetal, a-
vafaoya Ko JE th BapuTnté TG KOI ThY AVTANGKPIoH TOU NAcXovtog atéuou,
o€ tpia Bacikd otddia: tnv auZnuévn npdcAndn TPOWWV NAOUCIWV OF (YUA-
AIKG 00, TOV EYNAOUTIOMO TNE TPOWAE (M.X. TWV SNUNTPIAKWV) UE BITAMIVEG
KOl ThV EEWYEVH XOprynoh @UARIKOU 0E€og, BItapivng B,,, BItauivng By, p6-
VWV I 6E GUVSUNOUO.
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1. EIZATQIH

O1 rapbiayyelakég véool anoteNoVv Ny np@dIn ai-
tia Bavdrov ka1 avannpiag otig SuTkEG XDpPeg. Mepi-
Kof and tovg napdyovieg KIvEBVoL TOVG OXETIZOPEVOULG
He aBnpopdrmwon-abnpookiripvvon, nov o8nyovv og
aptnpiakd kair @AeBikd OpopBwtird sneiodédia,’ eivai

n vnépraon, n vnepAimdaipia, o cakxapaddng S1abni-
NG, n Naxvoapkia, to kanviopa K.d., Ve KaAtd Inv 1e-
Asvtaia tplakoviacstia nmoAnoi naBoyevetikoi napdyo-
vieg abnpopdiwong SiepsvvriBnrkav, perald towv o-
noimv n @Asypovr, n gvepyonoinon tov Hopiov mnpo-
OKOANNONG Kal n noANannni toikni enibpaon tng opo-
kvoteivng.?
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To 1969, and naparnproeig tov McCully,® kuping oe
VEKPOTOUIKS LAIKG, ovoxetiotnkav ta avénpéva enineda
opoRvotEivng oto aipa pe v kapdiayyeiakni véoo, eva
and Herayeveotepeg HENETEG N LIIEPOPOKLOTEIVaIpia e-
voxornoindnke wg avefdpintog napdyoviag KivdBvou
BpouBoeuBoniknig vAooL, He KAIVIKEG EKENNDCEIS ONKG
gu@paypa Tov pLOKApPSIoL Kal EYKEPANIKA Kal MEPIPE-
pikd ayyelard BpouBmukd eneicédia, wg anorénecua
npopng abnpopdroong.*® H Bapid pop@ri vnepopoku-
oteivaipgiag, nov cuvvodeveral andé opoKvoIsivovpia, ei-
var ondvia, addd n edappd popen g aravidral oro
5-7% tov yevikob nAnBuvopo?, apxikd Siadpduovtag a-
CLUIMIEPATIKA KAl Ep@avizoviag Tig NPpAIeES KAIVIKEG K-
SnAwoeig nepi thv 3n—4n Sekactia tng zwng.*®

NA1gLKPIViZETAI OGS PE TOLS GPOLS «KAPSIAYYEIAKA VE-
00G» Kdl «AyYEIaKNn vooog» vnodnaqdvovial e8¢ aQevog
n orepaviaia véoog wg anoténecpa abnpwudroong, Ue
116 OLVENEIEG NG (OtNBdyxn, €ugpaypa 1oL puokapdiov
K.NI.) KAl a@etépov aBnpookANPULVIIKEG NABNoeIg eyKe-
@ANIKAOV 1N MEPIPEPIKAOV ayyeiwv.

2. METABOAIZIMOX THX OMOKYXTEINHZ

H opokvoteivn efvar €éva Beiovxo apvols, oxnuari-
z6pevo kard to petaBoniopsd ng pebesiovivng g npo-
ohapBavdpevng pe TIG MPWILIVES TNG TPOPNAG.

H ovoia petaBonizerar oto rinap, anoBanndpevn and
T0Lg VEQPOUG’ péow 8Vo Baoikdv o8dv (eik. 1), ng e-
navapebunioong kai tng Siabsimong. Kard v npdtn o-
86, n opokvorsivn pebuvdidveral npog pebeiovivn pe
Spdon tov gvzBpov cvvBstdon ng pebelovivng (MS), ue
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Eikéva 1. MetaBoAiopdg opokvaorsivng.
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n ovpBonni Tov PLANIKOL 0&€og (N -pebBun-terpaidSpo-
@ULNAAIKS 0€0) wg nnyri tng HeBLAIKKAG pizag kal pe tn Bi-
tapivn B, wg ovpnapdyovtia, evéd n N, N;,-pebunevore-
1paddpouinikii avaywydon (MTHFR) 8pa karanvuxrd
omnv 6nn Siadikacia g snavapebuninong.

H 0836¢ tng 81aBsimong kivntomnoieital vrié cuVORKeg
nepioosiag pebeiovivng’® kai, kar'” avtiv, and tnv opo-
Kuoteivn kal tn ogpivn napdyeral kvoraBeiovivn pe n
pecondBnon tov evzipouv B-cuvBetdon tng Kuotabelovi-
vng (CBS), pe v karanvukn §pdon ng Birapivng By,
H xvotaBeiovivn perarpéneral, omn ouvéxela, o yAoL-
1aBs16vn Kar AANeg Be100xeg evoEelg, mov anoBdnnovral
pe ta oVpa.t? INpoogdrwg,’ Siepevvdrar ka1 088G pe-
tarponng g opokvoteivng oe pebeiovivn pe . o0-
prpadn tov tRNA.

H £€080¢ tng oporvoteivng otov e€wkuttdplo x@dpo a-
vtavarnd to Babud 1copporniag napaymynig kar anodo-
prig Tng ovoiag. Ze XaAuNNAES CLYKEVIPOOEIS OPOKUL-
oteivng, Tov npato péno Siadpaparizer n MS rar y1’ av-
16 n ovoia avfdvel noAyv, av cuvvundpxel Siatapaxri ToL
@LAAIKOU 0&€og 1 tng Brapivng Bi,.”? e vyniAdg nu-
KRvAInteg oporvortsivng, n Spactikéinta ing CBS sivai e-
Kefvn nov ennpedzel v tOxn Ing. "Erol, avendpxkeia tov
avetépw gvzOpov odnyei o Siatapaxn g Sokipaciag
@déptiong pe pebeiovivn.

3. MPOXAIOPIXMOX THEX OMOKYZTEINHZ

3.1. MéBobor poadiopiopol

2xe86v oe Sheg g peBSSovg, auvtd nov npoodiopi-
zetal efval n oNIKr opokvoteivn, n ornofa cLPNePIEXel
v enebBepn ovoia (1%), tn Ssopevpdun pe npwisiveg
(70-80%) ka1 Bs100xeg evwoelg tng (30%).7> H pebo-
Sonoyia npoodiopiopol ng opokvoreivng efval nAov-

oa 17-25

kai nepinapBadvel, kard oeipd avdnrugnig Toug, g
APXIKEG XNUIKEG avanvoelg, padloevzupikég pebddoug,
XPWUATOYPAPIKES (ag€pla kal vypri-uYnAng nieong, H-
PLC), @Bopizovoeg kai, 1€nog, 11¢ Mo npdo@areg avo-
OOEVZUUIKEG, Ol oroieg €xouv MoAl KaNri oLOXETIon HE

n onpavikhig akpiBeiag HPLC.

Tovizetar 6u anarteitar 181aitepn nMPocoxri otn GLANO-
vi, ene€epyaocia kar @VAagn tov Sefyparog afparog, e-
@AScov napapovh tov og Beppokrpacia Sopatiov €xe1 wg
ouvvéneia av€non twv emnédwv mg ovoiag AGy® ERAL-
ONG Tng and ta epvBpd aipoogaipia.’’ To npog e§graon
aipa ouvAnéyetar o @ranidia pe EDTA, puxdpevo due-
oa pe m BorBela ndyov, yia xpoviké Sidotnpa €mg Kat
660 wpdv. H @uyokévipnon npénel va yiverar os Ogp-
pokpaoia 24 °C xar n @bragn tov nAdoparog os —20
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gwg —80 °C. Opoxkvortsivn Svvardv va npooSiopiotel kai
otov opd Kai ora ovpd.

3.2. Emimeda aiparog

Puoionoyikd, ta enineda g opokrvorsivng oro aipa
sivar 5-15 pmol/L.! Abgnon tng ovoiag oe tipég 15-30
pmol/L anavtdral omv fima vrepopoKLOTEivalpia, sve
1upés 30-100 pmol/L xapakinpizovv t péipia kar dum
twv 100 pmol/L m Bapid vnepopokvotsivaipia. e av-
m, o1 TIPEG g efvar Svvars va eBdoouvv ta 200400 -
mol/L.

3.3. Aokipaoia @bpTiong pe pedeiovivn

O npoocdiopiopds g ovoiag oro nadopa perd and
@dprion pe pebelovivn cvvictaral otn p€rpnon tng opo-
KLOTEIUNG MpIv Kal Petd and xopnynon pebeiovivng per
os (100 mg/kg owpatkot Bdpovg) oe vnotikd dropa, os
xpovikd Siaotipara 2, 4, 8 éwg ka1 24 wpdv. ‘Era, ei-
var duvvard va emBeBaiwBel n vowia LIIEPOPOKVOTEI-
vaipiag drav ta snineda g ovoiag eival opiakd, 816t n
@dption pe pebsiovivn Kivnronolsi Kuping tn petaBoni-
k1 086 tng S1absiwong.? H Sokipaocia Oswpeitar Ostikn,
Jtav ta enineda tng opokvoteivng avénbovv kard 2 ota-
Oepég anorNIoEI§ TNG APXIKAG TIPUNAG Kal cuvieNel orn Sia-
nioctwon 100pporiag peragd svdo- kar e§wrutdpiag o-
pokvorteivng,® av kar éxer BpeBel Betikn ka1 eni napov-
oiag g Beppoaoctabois noikiniag tng MTHFR. H on-
Haoia tov vYNAGY emnédSwv g ovoiag otg 8 dpeg ov-
znteftal and pepikolg, Snmg Kal n S1ayvmoTtiKA Kal [po-
yvwotiKh aia tng Sokipaociag yevikdtepa.? Idviwg, ota
@uoloNoyikd dropa vnd Soxripacia @épuong pe pebeio-
vivn, o1 TIHEG TNG OHOKLOTIEIVNG MPEMNEl va €XouV €na-
véNBe1 oe @uolohoyikd enineda perd and 2 dpeg.?

4. YIIEPOMOKYZTEINAIMIEX

O1 Siatapax€g ng opokvoreivng €xovv monAannd ai-
ua (niv. 1).

4.1. AlaTPOPIKEG UTTEPOHOKVOTEIVAIIES

Eivai npogavrig n eniSpaon g Siatpo@niig ota emnine-
8a tng opoxkvoteivng.’’ Avendpxeia @uAAIKOU o€og 11 Bi-
1apivng By ovpBdnnel ornv rima €wg P€rpia LIIEPOUOKL-
oteivaipia, epAdoov 1o QUANIKS 080 napéxel v anapai-
ntn nnyri pebunimong tng ovoiag kai n Brapivn By ef-
vai ovpnapdyovrag g CBS. Opoing, évbeia Brrapivng
B,,, nmov efvar cuvpnapdyovrag tng MS, ennpedzer ta e-
nineda g opokvoteivng, evd kal dAdsg Bitapiveg touv
ovundgyparog B, énwg n.x. n B, ovpperéxouvv orn §pd-
on tng MTHFR yia tn o6vBeon tng pebeiovivng.

B. XPIZTOITOYAOY-KOKKINOY

Mivakag 1. Aiatapaxég tng opokvoteivng.

Aiua EiSog S1atapaxiig Bapvinta
fuapoqed  Pulinod offor “Hma-pérpia
Broptimg B
Brapfimg Byg 15-100 prnad/L
Bropfimg By
Tevenwd |: Opuczin Bapmd bﬁm-dm
CcBS
Empdnmm ']'lrllﬁ-]lélpm
Opdmem Bapmd
MTHFR [
Erepimam "Hma-péima
Sepuoevali®nm
MTHFR "Hma-pst
opdram-TEpSETyT i
MS [omfna) Bapud
Arha Ydpmon “Hma-pérpia
YeptonSapia
Kamaopa
"EAhswpn puondi doknong
Handa
Eppmwrdmavan
Xpfion xape, onvomasparog
Megppooi ovendpnen
¥rnobopeoeBamués
Mempoometomng
KonorBes oo
Ao vioom evpou
Ddpuaka

4.2. YepopoKuoTeivalpieg YeVeTIKAG aiTioAoyiog

4.2.1. Bapid vnepopokvorteivaiuia. Tlpotonepiypd-
@nke 10 1962. H cuvnB<otepn and g Bapi€g yevenkeg
Siatapaxég eival n avendpkela g CBS, svzGpov tng o-
600 1ng Si1aBsimong, mov odnyei oe Bapid popen vne-
popoKvoteivaipiag pe opokvoteivovpia.?’ H Siatapaxni
KANPOVOUEITal HE AVTGOWHPO LMONEINGUEVO PUNXAVIOUS
Kal n opdzuyn pop@n tng eival ondvia, exueavizopevn
ratd pgéoo Spo oe 1/200.000-1/350.000 yevvrioelg, pe
akpaisg ovxvdinteg omnv IpAavdia (1/65.000) kar tv
lanwvia (1/900.000).7 H opokvotsivn nAdoparog Ku-
paivetar os vynAd enineda, 200-400 pmol/L, evéd ov-
VUINAPXoULV OHOKULOTEIVOLpia Kal KAIVIKEG €KONADOEIG
nov nepinapBdvouv Siartapax£g ng Spaong (€xrorno @a-
KG, 080 yAavkmpa) Kal 1oV OKEAETOV, MVELHATIKA Ka-
Buotépnon kai npdIpn abnpwudrmon, Mov EVOXOIOIEi-
1a1 yia nv gu@dvion kapdlayyeiarng véoov os veapni
nAikia, Karo tov 30 st@dv.®

H etepSzuyn popen anavrdrar pe cuxvdéinta 1/100 oto
veviKS nAnBuopd, 8ev cuvobeletal and OPoKLOTEIVOL-
pia ka1 o1 Ip€g TNG opokvoteivng opov Kupaivovtal ota
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20-40 pmol/L,*! epnimtovoeg omv karnyopia g upé-
1p1ag-fimag Siarapaxnig.

Alatapax€g tng 0800 tng snavapebunioong avrinpo-
owrnebouvv 10 5-10% twv nepimoocswv Bapidg vnepo-
pokvoteivaipiag.*

Ailatapaxn ing MTHFR, evzipouv nov endyxerar yeve-
K4 and m xpwpoonuikn 0on Ip36-3, npokanei, otnv
opdzuyn popen, Bapid vrnepoporvotsivaipia, pe gvpn-
Hara avdpoya rnpog ta nén avagepbdvra. Kar avri n
Siatapaxri KAnpovopeital pe avtéomUo LMONAEINTGUEVO
XApaKIipa Kai ekppdzeral pe perdnnaén tov yovidiov
TOL aVIioTOIXOUL gvzUHOoUL, TOoL omnoiov ta snineda enar-
1dvovtal oto 2% 1wV QLOICAOYIK@OY OtnNy oudzuyn Kal
oto 50% otnv erepdzuyn kardoraon.®

2ndvieg nepintooels Bapidg vriepopokvotsivaipiag pe
opoKvoteivoupia €xovv neprypagsi o coBapég Siara-
paxég touv peraBoniopov ng Bitapivng B, mov npoka-
AoVv avendpkela tng MS.*

Na onpeiwBei 61 av kKal yoviS1akEG avmpanieg Tov gv-
zOpov MS (Ig43) éxouvv avagepBei,®® Sev efvar aképn
YVOotd Katd néoo avtég €xouvv oxéon Ue ayyeiakd Opop-
Bwukd eneicédia.

4.2.2. "Hma-pugipia vrnepopokvorsivatuia. Ta enineda
ng opokrvoreivng nadoparog kopaivoviar ora 15-100
pmol/L ka1 n Siatapaxnii agopd @aivotumKkOdS QUCIONO-
VIKd dropa anihd pe yevetk®dg nabonoyikS vndorpopa,
dropa pe enikinteg Siatapax€g i dropa pe ocvvdvaoud
TV 800 avetépem KATtaotdoE®V.

O1 yevenikég Siatapaxég agopovv ta gvzopa CBS kai
MTHFR, towv onoiwv ta snineda ong srepdzuysg pop-
©€s eBdvouv 10 50%. Kar o1 86o avrég Siartapaxég a-
naviovtal oto 0,4-1,5% tov yeviko$ nAnBuopoy.*

Ev8iagépov mapovoidzer n npdogarn avakdivyn
Oeppoactabols poplarng napaAnayng tov gvzOpouv
MTHFR,*%” oto onofo n ahavivn avrtikadiotatar and tn
Banivn. O nonvpopeiopség C—T oro voukneotibio Tov
yoviSiov tov vnevBuvov yia tn MTHFR (C 677—T) a-
navtdrar oto 13% touv yevikob ninbvopot®” kar n Bep-
poaotdbeia €xel wg cvvénela ny eAdrioon tng Spaocti-
kéntag tov evzBpov oro 50% orovg 37 °C kat 1o un-
Seviopd ng orovg 46 °C. H kAvikA onpaocia tng pe-
tdnnadng, doov apopd tnv Kapdiayyeiarn véoo, §xel a-

3841 qu ka1 og npo-

noteN€oel avikeipevo Sixoyvopiag,
O@ATEG YEVETKEG HENETEG LITOYPAUMIZETAI N oNpAcia Tov
T/T yovortnov touv gvzbpov MTHFR ka1 touv 844 ins 68
yovorvnov yia tn CBS avagopikd pe tov kivGuvo Bpop-
Boswv.” TTdviwg, 01 OpozZLYADTES TNG NapadAaynig av-

¢ (Snwg Kai o1 etepozuyadteg tng CBS) spgavizovv pe-
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1ping avénpéva enineda opoKLOTEIVNG, KLPIWG OE CLV-
Svaopd pe ehnattwpdveg tpgs @uAnikob offog. H ov-
xvdétnta avebpsong 1ov Bepuoactabois avtot svzipov
kopaiveral oto 5-20% yia tv Kavkaoia @uini,® eved npd-
o@ateg pengreg aveBdzouv 1o nocootd oro 35% tov ye-
vikoU¥ nAnBvopot tng Bépeiag Apepikniig,® pe kartavo-
pi 12% opozvywidv ka1 40-45% stepozuymidv.

YXeUKEG pensteg €xovv yivel Kal os opddeg Apepika-
VAV 1a1pdv pe §pugpaypa tov pvorapdiov kai os Kava-
S0U¢ yadNIkhG kataywyng,* evd nAnOuopiakés pensteg
gxouv S1e€axBOei ka1 ornv lanwvia, Ondavdia, NopBnyia,
394546 e NIKPES Al-
Ad xapakinpiotikeg 81akLUAVOEIG OTa Mocootd avelpe-
ong tov gvzBpov. O1 xapnndtepeg cuxvdntsg (0,5%) Bpé-
Onkav ortouvg Agppo- kai lonavo-apepikavovg.?”

[tania ka1 dAneg Evpwnaikég xdpeg,

4.3. ANeg aTiEG UTTEPOPOKVOTEIVAIPIOG

e autég nepinapBdvovial n Ve@pIKA avendpKeld, Ye
TIpEG opokvoteivng €éwg Kal TepanAdoIEg TOL PULOIONO-
y1koU,% o1 petapooxevoelg opydvav, 18imwg pe Alyn Ku-
khoonopivng,? o vnoBupeoe1Siopds,” kakonbeig véool

1

paoctol, wobnkdv kal naykpéarog,®’ n ofefa Aepgo-
BAaotukn Aevxaipia,” n KakorOng avaipia, @AEYHOV®-
8e1g nabrioeig 1ov eviépov,™ eved n Ayn QapPdr®mV Mov
avtaywvizovtal 1o @ULAMKS o0 (nm.x. n peBorpe€drn),*
n Bgo@LANIVN® ka1 Ta aviiemANnTIKG* cuykarangyovial
ota enikinta aftia vnepopokvotsivaipiag. Eniong, n v-
népraon, n vnephmdaipia, 1o kdnviopua® kai n €NAel-
PYn QULOIKNAG doknong ouviedoVy otnv avdmruén Kap-
S1ayyelardV véomv Kal HEow g avnong tng OPOKUL-
oteivng oto aipa.

Téhog, n opokvoteivn €xel Bpebei 61 avfdveral pe nv
karavdAwon kagg®? 061 kaBWg Kal

pe v npdodo tng nAikiag orovg dudpeg Kai ong ep-
62-66

Kdl o1vornvebuarog,
HNVOMAULOIAKES YUVAIKEG, £V® N OPHOVIKA LITOKATd-
otaon pe olotpoyéva v eAatt@dver.

5. YIIEPOMOKYZTEINAIMIA KAI KAPAIAITEIAKH NOXOX

H apxikii vnéBeon tov McCully, 10 1969,° 6u ta vyn-
A4 enineSa opokvoteivng oto aipa, ave§aptitwg aitiono-
yiag, nporanotv abnpwudimwon, emBeBaiddbnke ka1 and
nepinov 20 pensteg os 3.000 acBeveig pe ayyeiarri véoo
Kal ico apiBud @uOICAOYIKOY Haptipmwv, evd S1amord-
Onke Su akSun kai n fima €ng PEIPIa VITEPOUOKLOTEIVAI-
pia ovvSéetal otevd pe v avdmuén abnpoudrmong,®®
epéoov 10 20-30% twv acbevdv pe ayyelarni véoo mna-
povoiazav vynAd enineda opokvoteivng oro nadopa, oe
oUyKkpion Pe PSvo 10 2% TV QUOIONOYIKGOY HApTSpmV.
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5.1. MeAéTeg mou defyvouv oLOYETION
TNG LTTEPOPOKVOTEIVAIIOG
HE TIG KapdlayyelaKES TTaOroEIS

To 1976, o1 Wilcken ka1 Wilcken €8si§av tn oxéon
ote@aviaiag vécou Kal bYnAdv emnéSwv oporvoreivng
perd ané @dpruon pe pebeiovivn” kar obviopa ako-
AovBnoav avdhoyeg naparnproeis.®® To cvunépacpa a-
né 27 npéopareg PENETeS ritav Ott 0 Selking KivSvvou
(odds ratio) tng pérpiag vepopokvoTEivaliag yia m ore-
@aviaia véoo efvar 1,7, yia tnv eyKEQPANIKA AYyYEIAKN
véoo 2,5 kal yia v nepipepikn apmpiondBeia 6,8.7
Mdniota, SeixBnke du os kKdOe avénon twv emngédomv
g ovoiag katd 5 pmol/L avrioroixei av€non tov oxe-
1KoV Kv8vvov Kapdiayyelaknrig vécov katd 40%. And
Heydin Evponaikn pengéin oe 750 aoBeveig pe kap-
Siayyelarnri véoo kal 800 @uoionoyikols pdptupes, a-
no8eixOnke &1 n LYNAN TIPUA OpOKLOTEIVNG opoyd ano-
tenel napdyovia KivoBvouv ayyelaknig vooou MApEP@e-
PR MPOG EKEIVOLG TOL KAMVIOPATOS KAl TG LYNARG Xo-
Anotepding, addd avefdptnio avidv.”? Eniong, ava-
@EpBnkav nepim@osls enavacrévoong S1avoixfgvimv
ote@aviaiov ayysiov os acBeveig, 16imwg S1aBntikovg, e
avénpéva enineda opokvoteivng.”

2t pengin TrOmso, oe nAnBuopd dvw twv 20.000 av-
Spdv ka1 yvvalk@dv naikiag 12-61 stdv, SiamordOnke
411 n oporvortsivn nrav vynndtepn ota 123 dropa nov
omn ouvvéxela vnéornoav £uEPAypd Tov pvokapdiov,
an’ 6,11 oe 492 pdprupeg,”™ evd oe peydin Evpwnaikn
pengin’ tovizeral 61 n opokvorsivn npérnel va vrnoho-
yizetalr wg napdyoviag Kivdbvou kapSiayyelaknig véoou
pazi pe 1o kdnvioua kai v vnépraon.

2tov EAANVIKG xdpo yivovtal KAnoleg MnpoKATapKIl-
KEG HENETEG, MOV SUWS XPNZOLV EMEKIACNG OE Peyany-
1epovg NANBLoPoUS.” Ze S1KA pag pens oe aocbeveig
He ote@aviaia véoo, 1a NpoKAtdpkKilkd ovunepdopara
Seixvouv OLOXETIon TG ote@aviaiag véoou HE ta vyn-
Ad enineda opokvoteivng opov.”

5.2. Me)éTeg mou defxvouv ovoxETion
UTTEPOHOKLOTEIVOIpIaG pe PAePikéG BpopPidoeig

‘Ocov agopd 1 eneBobpouBdoelg, @aiverar 6t n v-
nepopokvoteivaipia sivar npéobstog napdyoviag Kiv-
86vouv os dropa nén npobdiarebeipdva yia BpopBosp-
Bonikd ene10d81a, Snwg @opeig Tov yovidiov Tov napd-
yovta V Leiden, av kai ta cvunepdopara and OXeTKEG
HEeNETeg ep@avizovial, Kal € ALTA TNV NEPIMITOON, AVII-
Kpouvdpeva.’””?

5.3. MeXéTeg pe avTIQATIKG amroTeAéopaTa

AlNeg npoontkeg pensteg® Sfvovv aviikpouvdueveg
NANPOQPOPIES Y1d TN OXE0N LIIEPOUOKLOTEIVAIPiag Kat a-
Onpwparknig véoov.

B. XPIZTOITOYAOY-KOKKINOY

2 p1a pen€rn, nov agopovos peydno apibud 1arpdv
(dvew twv 15.000), SiamotdOnke Otk cvox£€tion vIie-
popokvoteivaipiag Kar kapSiayyelakng véoov,’ eva n i-
S1a penén, oe peraysvéorepo xpovo, Sev €6e18e orart-
OTIKAG onpavilki Siagopd emnédmv opokvoreivng os
1atpols pe otnBdyxn, mov katénne oe enéuBaon aop-
To0TEQaVIaiag napdkapyng, A Ue ayyeIiars eYKEQPANIKG
£ne1068610.%

Téhog, vndpxouvv Kal pengteg orng onoieg tiberail 1o e-
pdnpa av n vYnAl oporvoteivn opov efval n arria 1

10 anotéNeopa ayyelakng véoov. 528

Avdnoyn énpsipn ovoxéniong €6e1e kal n penéin M-
RFIT,* evé aSvvapia a§idmotng npéBAswng véoov a-
no8eixOnke rar and tn peném ARIC oe 15.792 dropa
nhikiag 45-64 e1dv pe vywnAn TPn opokvoreivng nnd-
oparog.®

Zuprepacpankd, sved n oxéon Bapidg vIEPOPOKL-
oteivaipiag ka1 kapdiayyelakig véoov Sev apgpioBnrei-
1a1,% o1 KAIVIKEG ouvvEneleg TNG AMAG-PEIPIAg LIIEPOUO-
Kruoteivaipiag orta ayysia —aptnpisg kai @AgBsg— napd
IS NOANEG PEXPI ONPEPA OXETIKEG evBeilelg, anotenovv
avtikeipevo npoBanpanicpoy. [Ndvimg, Snwg tovizetal kai
omn penéin Framingham, n cuvdnapén vynacdv emné-
Swv opokvorsivng kalr dAA®wV napayoviov Kiv&Bvou
rapSilayyelaknig véoov, piag véoou «MoNLIapayovTl-
KNAG» (Rdnviopa, vnepAimdaipia, napdyoviag V Leiden
K.4.), acpan®dg Kal sivar emBapuviikni yia v ekErAm-
on 1ng.5% Y10 péhdov, NpooeKIIKd 0xeS1aopEveg Npo-
onmkEG penéreg avapdveral va ouvvieNéoovv o 8ia-
@ation tov svdiapépoviog kar coBapol avrol mnpo-
BAriparog. Zrov mivaka 2 napariBevrar pepIKEG and Tig
XAPAKINPIOTIKGTEPES HENETEG MAV® OINV LIIEPOHUOKUL-
oteivaipia.

6. MHXANIZMOI THX AOGHPOIONOY
KAl OPOMBOIONOY APAXHX
THX YNEPOMOKYZTEINAIMIAZ

H BaAarmikri §pdon tng opoxrvoteivng ota ayyeia Sgv -
xel nANpw¢ Si1evkpiviotel, gaiveral Suwg St n 1o§IkSTINTtd
ng eivar nonvoxidnig (niv. 3) ka1 cuvoyizerar orta £€ng:

Kartd to peraBoniopd ing ovoiag, npoidvia g ofei-
Sworig tng ovvdéovtal pe uig LDL-Mnonpwieiveg kai ta
npoxvnrovia cVunnokra npoonapBdvovrar andé ta pa-
Kpo@dya, oXnpParizoviag oto ayyeldkd vnevSodniio a-
@P@SN AmorvTIapa, to naboyeveriké vNACIp®UA NG a-
Onpwuanknig nAdkag,® evd, dnwg npokvntel, n AsItovp-
VIKH Tporornoinon twv evboOnAlak@dv KUTIdpwv ASGY® TG
opokvorteivng €xel wg ovvénela tn Siarapaxn ng mna-
paymyng kai g Spdong 1ov evSoONAIAK@OV MpmIeo-
YALKAV®V, MOV, ®S YVOOTS, £€X0LV AVIINNKIIKEG 1818Tn-



OMOKYXTEINH KAl ©POMBQIH

531

IMivakag 2. Medéieg ovoxéuong vpnAdv emnédwv opokvoteivng nidoparog kai OpopBoepBoiikrig véoov.

Zro1xeia opddag

IMpdrog EiSog Khviknd pe vpndn upnd
ovyypagéag pedéing ekbéndmon OPOKUOTIEIVNG Avagopa
Boers Avadpopiri [Mepipepirri ayyelarni véoog 47% N Engl J Med 1985, 313:709
Malinow ZUyXpovIKA Zrepaviaia véoog 99 aoBeveig (62-70 et6v) Cor Art Dis 1990, 1:215
259 udprupeg
Taylor AocBevdv-paptipov E&&ni€n aptnpiakiig véoou - dJ Vasc Surg 1991, 13:128
Brattstrom Avadpopikii Ev 10 8d6e1 @neBoBpsuBaon 71 aoBeveig (<56 etdv) Haemostasis 1991, 21:51
72 pdpropeg
Stampfer [poomnmukni 0806 éuppaypa-aptnpiakri véoog  14.916 1atpoi HITA JAMA 1992, 268:877
Araki Avabpopikni AiaBnuki pikpoayyelonddeia 52 aoBeveig Atherosclerosis 1993, 103:149
Bushey Merta-avdvon KapSiayyeiakn véoog - JAMA 1995, 274:1045
27 pedetdv
Fermo Avadpopikni Aptnpiaxi-@AeBiki véoog 107 aoBeveig (<45 etav) Ann Intern Med 1995, 123:747
60 pdproupeg
Den Heyer Avabpopikri Ynotponr véoov 67 aoBeveis-51 pdpropeg Lancet 1995, 345:882
Cattaneo Avabpopikri Ev 1@ BdBe1 pAeBoBpSpBoon 89 aobeveis-89 pdprupeg N Engl J Med 1996, 335:974
Simioni AocBevdv-paptipeov Ev 1@ BdBe1 pAeBoBpSpBwon 60 aoBeveis (72 et6v) Thromb Haemost 1996, 76:883
148 pdpropeg
Graham AcBevidv-paptépaov Kap&iayyeiakn véoog 750 aoBeveic-800 pdprupeg JAMA 1997, 277:1775

(And: Sehlub J et al. Thromb Haemost 1997, 78:527 ra1 Welch GN et al. N Engl J Med 1998, 338:1042

Mivakag 3. NMaBoyevetkoi unxaviopoi abnpopdrwong-6pduBmong
omv vnepopokvoteivaipia-tofikri pdon npoidviev ofeibwong g o-
HOKULOTETVNG.

- 20v8eon pe LDL—appd6n Anokdapa

- Alatapaxni avinnkukrig 8pdong nNp®IEOYALVKAVEY

- Apdon H,0,—0popBoyévo evobridio

— Aiatapaxfi peraBodiopol apaxiSovikob ofgog: MmpootakukAvni,
BpouBosdunT

- AtGEnon cuykoAANTIRGINTAG AIpONETANi®mY

- Aiatapaxni napayéviev nii§ng: V, VII, VIII, XII, Von Willebrand, 1ou-
koU napdyovia

- Aatapaxii npareivng C kar OpopBopoSoviivng

- Aiatapaxn woSonvtikos pnxaviopot (tPA)

- Mitoyévog 8pdon—8igiobuon Aeiov PUIROV VAV

- Aiatapaxn éknvong-§pdong NO (EDRF)

166.% Zuyxpdvwg, 10 Kard tnv ofeiSwon tng OpoKL-
oteivng eknvSuevo vnepoleibio tov vVE&poydvov Spa to-
&Ikd oro ayyelakd evSobridio kar n ev8oBnilakn avtri
BAdBn 10 Kabiotd BpopBoydvo, pe v gvepyonoinon
1oL pnxaviopou tng ni&ng”?! kai twv aiponeradiov. Mo
OLYKEKPIPEVa, 6oov agopd ta aipornerdiia Kal 10 €v-
So0nnio, Siatapdooetal o peraBoAlkGg KUKAOG TOoL a-
paxiSovikob ofgog vnép ng napaywyrig BpouBodvng
(ovoiag ayyel0ooLOMACTIKAG KAl CLUYKONANTIKNAG TOV dl-
poretadiov) Kal Kard tng napaywyng NpootakuKAivng™
(npootaydavdivng nov avactéNnel Tn CUYKSAANON TV
alporneradiov Kai €xe1 ayyelodiaotantikég 1816treg). [a-

pdyovteg mni&ng nov Siatapdocovtal eivar o von Wille-
brand, o VII, o onoiog cuv8éetair pe v Lp(a), o VIII,
o XII ka1 o 1011k6g napdyovtag (TF), kaBadg ka1 o V, o1
orofo1l evepyornoiotvial, pe napdAinAn avactoNn Ing
Spaoctukdintag tng npwteivng C, tng ék@paong omv e-
mgdvela tov ev8oOniiov tng OpopBopodovAivng® kai
10V W®SoALTIKOL pdnov tov tPA. TMapandridwg, Sieyei-
povtdl o1 Nefeg PUIKEG fVeg TOL ayyelakoy TOIXAUATOS
Kai, Aéym Tng pitoyévou §pdong tng opokvoreivng, g10-
86ouvv orov fow xmm@dva, nporanaviag Babuiaia orAn-
puvori Tov oo €8a@og tng Nén avarrveodusvng adn-
POUATIKAG NAdKAg pe obyxpovn napdAvon Tov pnxavi-
opob €knvong Kail Spdong Tov XaNapwIIKoL napdyovia
10V ev8oOniiov (Endothelium Derived Relaxing Factor,
vno&eidio tov azadrov, EDRF, NO).%1%

7. OEPANEYTIKH KAI MPOAHMNTIKH ANTIMETQIIZH
THXZ YIEPOMOKYXTEINAIMIAZ

H cvoxénion vpnAdv emngSmv opokvoteivng Kai kap-
Siayyelarniig véoov, pe npdtn @don v npdiun adn-
poudioon, kabiotd avaykaia tnv kabiépoon evdg Be-
PAMEVTIKOV-NIPOANMTIKOY OXAPATOS AVIIUEIDMIONS TV L-
MEPOPOKVOTEIVAIMIKAOV atépwv, ave€dpinta and v ait-
tionoyia tng Siatapaxng.

“Ero1, av kai 8gv eival cagég 1o kartd néco n ayoyni

rov anookormnei o peimon 1oV emnédwv oporvoteivng
ovvienel omn BeAtimon 1oV KapSiayyelardv ekENAGoE-
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WV, TONNEG HENETEG €xouvv aoxonnBei pe tnv vioBgmon
NoIKIN®WY BepanevIKAOV oxnpdimv.

7.1. MehéTeg ou vtrooTnpiCouy TNV wPEAEI
NG BEPATTEVTIKASG OVTIPETOTTIONS
TNG UTTEPOPOKVOTEIVAIIOG

H yvédon 6u orto peraBoniops ing opokvorteivng e-
HnAgkovIal ToLAdxIoTov Tpelg Bitapiveg Suvdpeveg va xo-
pnynBovv per os Kal G611 n OpoKLOTEivN efval napdywyo
g pebelovivng, o8riynoe otnv apxikh andneipa kabig-
pwong Siarrag mrwxng os pebesiovivn, kA noAv SBoKo-
Mo va emrevxBel, Y1’ avtd kai n 186€a avi v vAomoIN-
Onke. ‘Opwg, Siarra nAaovola oe QULANKS oL eival e@i-
Kt Kal nepinapBdver npdoiva Naxavikd, urnpSkono, ora-
vdx1, acdhia K.d4.1%1% ANAG oUte autd efval apkerd, 1-
Siwg oe vngpopokvoreivalpikd dropa pe xapunnd snire-
6a Bitapvadv, kar pdaiota av AngBei vndyn 6t 1o 40%
tov nAnBuopov Twv HITA, 18ing ta nhikiopéva dropa,®
Sev mpoonapBdvel enapradg 11§ avagepOeioeg TPOPES.

2NV QVIIPEI®OMNON 1OV YEVEIROV Siatapaxdv, n So-
Kipaoia @dépriong pe pebeiovivn cupBdnier orn S1dkpi-
on TV eVzZLUIKOV Siatapax@dv. H avipetdmon Siata-
paxrig tng MTHFR efvai Suoxepgotepn ekeivng tng CBS.
Z1nv KAAGCIKN LIIEPOPOKLOTEIVAIpia-opoKkLvoteivovpia (o-
poézuyn avendpreia CBS) éxovv Soxripaotel vpnAgg 86-
oeig Birapivng By kai, eni pn avianokpicewg, svioxvo-
vtal pe tv npocBrikn @uanikot o§€og kai Bitapivng By,.

7.2. OepatrevTIKG OXAPATA KOl KATEVBLVTAPIES
YPOPPES OTTO ETTIONHOUS (POPEIG

Ztnv nma-pgrpia LVIEPOUOKLOTEivalpia, ta enineda tng
ovoiag ouvnbwg enart@vovtal Pe Tn Xoprynon PEIpImv
8d6oemv Bitapivng By (250 mg/npépa) kai Birapivng By,
(350 pg/npépa),’® eved o1 odnyieg tng Food and Drug
Administration towv HITA yia t xopriynon @uAAIKOU o-
€€og ritav, to 1989, 400 pg/npépa yia nepimooslg v-
Se1dg tov, av kail akdun kat 200 pg/npépa Bewpolvtav
€MAPKNA y1d TNV AMOTPOIH VELPONOVIKAOV EKENADCEWV.
To 1992, n Soconoyia avanpocappdotnke Kai ndni ora
400 pg/npépa yia 1g §yrueg yovaikeg. I[Ndviwg, Sev é-
X€1 aréun enakpiBodg kabopiotel n endxiotn avayraia
8don @uANIKOL of€og kai Bitapivng B, Mepikoi vno-
oTnpizovv NG yia TNV Taxeia peiwon Ing opoKLOTEIVNG
oto nhdopa anartodvial 5 mg/npépa @uANIKoL ogog.1®
“Exe1 Sokipaoctel n xopriynon @uAAIkol of€og pévou ni
Bitapivng By pazi pe Birapivn B, 1 ouvSuvacpot kai twv
P10V Birapivev.’% H opokvoteivn ehartddverar ota @u-
oloNoyikd enineda os 2-8 B6ouddeg, cvvribwg os 4-6
eB6opdbeg and v gvapén g aywynig. Efvar ndviog
oaggg éu os acBbeveig pe vngpopokvoreivaipia kar Qu-
olonoyikd snineda Brrapivdv apkei n xopriynon pévo

B. XPIZTOITOYAOY-KOKKINOY

@UANIKOU 0€€og yia va enattwBei n opokvoreivn kard
40-50% oe 6 eBSopddeg. Mdniota, afloonpsinto sivai
411, and KAIVIKEG MEIPAPATIKEG HENETEG, Qaiveral oapnig
Bentimon tng ev8oBnniaknig SuvoAsrovpyiag Kal pévo a-
né tn xopriynon @uAAIKOL ofgog.%”

"Eva and 1a nportewdpeva oxnpara cvviorarai ornv
apxikn xopriynon 5 mg @uAnIkoU/nuépa Kail endrimon
ng 86ong otadiakd ora 2, 1, 0,5 mg/npuépa, av ka1 1-2
mg/nuépa Bewpeital mo Noyikr 8Son, 18iwg £pdcov npd-
Kerai yia Ogpaneia ebkohn kail xapnAouv kéotovg.?% Ev-
voeftal nwg otovg vepponabeig anarobvral LYNASTEPES
86oe1g puANIKoU 08gog.1”

And nonnolg gpevvnt€g, Sikaiwg, moredsral 611 n Xo-
priynon 1ov avagpepbeiodv Bitapvedv os dropa vrepo-
poxrvoteivaipikd 6a npénel va pnv gival anotéNsopa piag
XANApPNng KAl CLZNTACIUNG AndEAong EMPEPOLS EMIOIN-
pévewv, andd va vrayopeteral ané ocageis odnyieg oe
€OvIkS i ka1 81e0vég eninedo.'? Tug HITA, rién egap-
pézetal n evioxuon 1oV SNUNTPIAK®V TOL MPpivoyl yev-
parog pe ocvpnanpopa Bitapivav, cuvriBwg 140 pg @ui-
MkoU 08€0g/100 g Snpniprakadv,”

vtoUtolg Bempribnke avenapkig Kai npotddnke terpa- i
111,112

noodinta Mov &-

Kal MevIannaciacpdg Ing.

2e pia pen€n a§londynong tov EPNAOLTICHOV TNG TPO-
@ng pe Brtapiveg oe nAnBuvopd nepinov 2.800 avpdv
nAikiag 20-73 s1ddv, xopnyriOnkav, kartd emp€pouvg o-
pddeg krai yia xpovikG Sidotnpa 6 eB8opddmv, @uANL-
KGS 080 11 Bitapivn B, (e 81aB8d6uion 86cewv) 11 Bita-
pivn B¢ i ouvbuvaopdg Bitapvav 11 elkovikG @dpuako.
H opoxkvoteivn nhdoparog ca@pdg peidbnKe pe tn Xo-
priynon tov Brrapivdv kar 8sv vnnpée orationkn Sia-
@opd avdpeoa orn povoBepaneia Kai tn Xxopriynon Guv-
Svaopot Brrapvav,® eved peta-avddvon 12 napsp@e-
P&V neipapanradv penstedv oe 1.100 dropa €6e18e na-
pdpola anoteAgopara.’’?

Téhog, pia NoyiknA npocgyyion tov npoBanparog, oBu-
@mvn Kail pe g odnyieg g Aiebvovg Ouddag Epya-
ofag yia mv [Mpdanyn Kap&iayysiardv Néowv ornv Ev-
pAMN, €xe1 wg £6Ag:

— INpoacbiopiopds tng opolorvoreivng os dropa pe 10to-
pPIKS abBnpopdrwong i1 ka1 OpouBoepuBoniknhig véoou
— At€non tng Siarnuknig npéoAnyng ToL PLAAIKOV O-

€€og and ta dropa pe enineda opokvorsivng nnd-

oparog >12 pmol/L

— Z& dropa pe opokvorteivn nadoparog >30 umol/L, xo-
priynon 400-800 pg @uAnikos offog, 2-4 mg Birapi-
vng B¢ kat 400 pg Birapivng B;, nuepnoimg.

Yrnonoyizetar 611 og pia térola avrperdmon, 50.000
Bdvaror kar' €rog Ba unopovoav va ano@evxBoivv.”?
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2UUIEPACHATIKG, N vIEpOpOoKLOoTEivalpia, 18iwg oty ong, eite pe diarntikhi evioxvon, efte pe @APUAKELTI-
AMa-pErpia KAIVIKOEPYAoTNpIakA ekONA®ON NG KAl KA xopriynon tev Britapivédv nov spnAékovial oto pe-
epdoov vndpxouvv coBapég evbeifeig oxéong tng pe  taBoniopd ng ovoiag, pe Kevipikh Birapivn to @ui-
v Kapdiayyelaki v6oo, Xprizel KAIVIKAG AVIIPETOM-  AIKS o&0.

ABSTRACT

Homocysteine as a risk factor for thrombosis

V. CHRISTOPOULOU-COKKINOU
Laboratory of Hematology, “Evangelismog” Hospital, Athens, Greece

Archives of Hellenic Medicine 2001, 18(5):526-536

Hyperhomocysteinemia has been recognized during the last decades as an independent risk factor for cardiovascular
disease and thromboembolic episodes. Homocysteine is an amino acid derived from methionine in food, and
its metabolism follows two main routes: the remethylation pathway, with the action of the enzymes methionine-
synthase (MS) and Nj,N;,-methylenotetrahydrofolic reductase (MTHFR) and the contribution of folic acid and
vitamin B;,, and the transsulfuration pathway with cystathionine-8-synthase (CBS) as the main enzyme with the
contribution of vitamin Bg. The most reliable methods for the determination of homocysteine are chromato-
graphic (HPLC) and immunoenzymatic (ELISA). Normal levels are 5-15 pmol/LL and hyperhomocysteinemia is
graded as mild (15-30 pmol/L), moderate (30-100 umol/L) and severe (above 100 pmol/L). The methionine
loading test contributes to the diagnosis of borderline disturbances even though its usefulness is questioned by
some. The causes of hyperhomocysteinemia are dietary, genetic or other. Defects of CBS or MTHFR are the
cause of severe or moderate disease in their homozygous and heterozygous forms respectively, whereas the pre-
sence of the thermolabile variant of MTHFR is usually associated with the moderate form. An increase in ho-
mocysteine, regardless of the underlying cause, has been associated with cardiovascular disease and throm-
boembolic episodes, the association being supported by several clinical studies, retrospective, prospective and
other. The pathogenesis of the cardiovascular disease lies in endothelial dysfunction and its prothrombotic role,
due to the toxic effects of homocysteine and the products of its oxidation. The management of hyperhomo-
cysteinemia, depending on the severity of the disorder, is by increased intake of food rich in vitamins, especial-
ly folic acid, enrichment of food (e.g. breakfast cereals) with folic acid, or treatment with specific vitamins, i.e.
folic acid, vitamin B,,, vitamin By, either singly or in combination.

...............................................................................................................................................................

Key words: Homocysteine, Hyperhomocysteinemia, Thrombosis
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