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1. EIXAITQrH

Ta tedevraia xpévia éxel petaBanBei o podAog 1ng
OTATIOTIKAG otnv avdivon tov SeSopévmv piag emdn-
pionoyIkNgG penétng.! Méxpr 1o 1970, o péhog tng otarti-
OTIKNG otnv emdnuiodoyia eotiazdtav oto av n «toOXn»
(chance) 1 10 «tuxaio o@dnpa» (random error) evOLVOS-
Tav anokAe1oTIKA yia thv naparnpnBeioca oxéon™ og pia
peAén. Na va eAeyxBel avtd, o1 cvvnBéotepeg pébodol
Atav ol napadooiakoi EAgyx0l TNG «OTATIOTIKAG onua-
VTIKOTNTAG», MOV XpNoIPorolobvtav Kupiog and toug Bpe-
TAVoUg £PELVNTEG, KAl O «ENEYXOG TNG LnoBeong» TV
Neyman-Pearson, nov xpnoipornolobvtav Kupiog and toug
Apepikavoivg gpevvntég.t? Eneibn o1 8o avtég pébodoi
apovoi1dzovy CNPAVTIKEG OPOIOTNTEG, XPNOIUOIOIEiTal O
Spog «ENEYXOG TNG OTATIOTIKAG onuaviikotntag» (statisti-
cal significance testing) yia tnv nepiypagn Kai tov &vo.

O1 em&nuioAdyol Kal o1 o1atiotikol doknoav éviovn
kp1tikn otnv afla avtdv twv pebddwv katd v nepioSo
1970-1980. H kpiuxrn eotiazétav Kupiog oto 411 n -
Snpionoyikh épevva 8ev apkeitar anAd oto va Siami-

Aé&e1g supenpiov

Nidotnpa spmotoobvng
ZnNUEIaKA eKTiunon
Zvotpanko o@dipa
Tuxaio cedhpa

YnoBAn6nke 14.1.2005
Eykpibnke 8.2.2005

otwoel av pia napampnbeica oxéon og@eiletal ario-
KAgloTIKA oty 10xn. [ToAd peyanidtepn onpaocia éxouvv
0 LVNONOYIoOPOG ToL peYEBoLG piag oxéong, KaBwS Kal n
ektipnon tng axkpiBeiag pe v omnoia vnonoyizerar 1o
péyebog tng oxéong. [Na v enitev€n avto Tov otdxoUL,
01 NEPICOATEPOI TMPOTEIVOLV Tn XpNon Towv Siactnpdinv
epmotoovvng (confidence intervals 1 interval estimation)
évavtl tov eAéYX®mV TNG OTATIOTIKAG onpaviikdtntag.’-18
To &i1dotnpa spmotoovvng (AE) elval éva e0pog tipodv
yUpw and pia onpelakn ektipnon (point estimation), mov
Seixvel 1o BaBud otatnioctuikAg axkpiBeiag tng ektipnong,
pe v npovnébson 61 n Siagopd avdpsoca otnv napa-
TNPOVUEVN TIUN Og pid PEAETN KAl TNV MPAYUATIKA TIPNA
NG UEAETOUEVNG 0XEong oeinetal og Tuxaia petaBAn-
t6tnta. To AE, 6nnadn, agpopd otnv nepintwon Katd v
ornoia og pia peAétn vndpxel pévo toxaio ocednpa.’

* Zxéon n, kadltepa, ovvdptnon ovxvétntag (occurrence function).

O1 YyveOoTIKEG oLUVAPTACEIG, AITIOYVOOTIKA, S1ayveooTiKA A Npoyve-
oTIKN ouvvdptnon, eivar ovvaptioelg navépdunong (regression
function) ka1 anotedodv 10 avuikeipevo (object) 1wV embnpioAoyi-
KOV PENETAOV.

#

# O I l'addung eivar vndrpogog tov [8pduarog A.Z. QNAZH

Mepiki xpnuato&dmon: Ei6iké¢ Noyapiaouds Kovbvdiov ‘Epevvag INavemotnpiov ABnvev
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Znpepa, o pSAOG TNG OTATIOTIKAG OTNV «AVAALON TOV
em8npioNoyIk®OV Sebopdvmv»™ sotidzetal o 8o onueia:
10 MPATO €lval n eKktipnon tng pertaBantétntag twv Se-
Sopévwv kar 1o Seltepo elval n eKTipnon TOL «dAro-
TeNéopatog» ™™ piag penéing, a@ov NPoNyYouUEVmG £XOLV
ekupnBei ka1 eAeyxBei 6Aa ta cvotnpatkd o@dapara.’?

2. ZOAAMATA METPHIHX

2e KdBe embnpioNoyikA PHeNETN MPAyHATONOIOLVIAl
perpnoeig. [a va sivar a§idmotn kar €éykupn n péipn-
on,** Ba npénelr oto efayduevo anoténsopa va punv
vneicépxovial o@dipara.’? Le pia emEnpIoAOVIKNA PEAE-
Tn unopei va vndpxouvv tpia £ién o@dnparog: to tuxaio
o@ANpQ, T0 CLOTNHATIKG CEAAPA Kal 01 oCLYXLTEG.H1%-2L

Me tov 6po o@dipa pérpnong vositalr kdbs andékiion
ng niung wag (Biondoyikng) petaBAntig and v npay-
patkn 1pn, nov &sv ogsinetal os AdBog (dnwg dyvoia,
AaBepévn apxn g pebddovu k.4.). O1 BioNoyikég peta-
BAntég, avedptnta and tn @vOoN TOLG, VNOKEIVTAL EYYE-
V@G Katd t «PEIpnon» Toug otov KivBuvo cediparog.
Andé 1o péyebog tov opdiparog kabopizetal kKal n noid-
nta g pétpnong. Ta opdApata pétpnong tafivopov-
vtal os tuxaia (random) kalr cvotnuatika (systematic).

2y NAsIoYn@ia 1oV emENUIOAOYIKGOV HEAETOV, OKO-
nég eival o vVNoNOYIOHOE evAG HEIPOL AMNOTEAECUATOS
(measure of effect), énwg n.x. eivai o AOYog TV ENIMTR-
oev-NukVoTAT®V (incidence-density ratio).’ Ze ma pe-
Aétn, n.X., omv ormnoia okondg eival va vrnoAoyioTel o
AOYOG TV EMIMTOCEMV-TIVKVOTATOV TOL KAPKIVOL TOL
nvedpova og eKEIVOLG MOV KAMViZOLY O OXE0N UE EKEi-
VOLG MoL SgV KaAmvizouvy, n €UMEIPIKA TIPA TOL AGYOL
nov Siamot®vetal anoteAei eKTipnon g MPAypatikng
TIUAG TOL AGYOL TOV ENMMTOCEDV-TTVKVOTATOV (EKTiPNoN
ng napapéipov tng oxéong).’”?’'Oco mo Kovid sivai n
TIPA MOV MPOKUVMTEL and tn HEAETN OTNV MPAYUATIKA TIUN,

* H ékgpaon «avdnvon &ebopévav» (data analysis) teivel va eykara-

Ae1pBel g AaBepévn, SeGopévov (a) 6n dev vndpxouvv, cluE®Va
pe tn obyxpovn emotnpodoyia, kabapd Ssbopéva ot EUNEIPIKEG
(mpaypatodoyikég) emotipeg nov Sev eival Bewpntikd @opticuéva
kai (B) ta «8edopéva» avtd sv avarvovral, add ovvtiBevrarl Edv,
6nhabn, diatnpnbei o dpog edopéva, 161e n EkEpacn «avdnvon
Sebopévwv» Ba npénel va avukaraotabel and v ékppaon «obvhe-
on 8e80pEVav».

** O épog «amotéNeopa» oMV emoTAun onuaivel t petaBoAn g

napauérpov g £kBaong Mov Mpokadeital and éva CLYKEKPIUEVO
aitio. Ztn oTaTIoTIKA, 0 4pO¢ «AMOTENECUA» ONPAIVEl TV TIPA TNG
MapauéIpouv Piag oXEong.

** Métpnon efval o guneipikdg Kabopiopds tov TIP@Y g apiBunTikig
ovvdptnong.

Il TAAANHE ka1 A. ZTTAPOX

1600 MIKPAOTEPO eival TO O@AAPA IOV LIIEICEPXETAl OTN
peAétn Kal téoo mo avBevukn (accurate)* sivar n pené-
m avtn. AvtiBeta, edv n 1pA nov mnpokvntel and
pedétn Siapépel onpavukd and v Npaypatikin tiun,
16te n pedétn Bewpeitar un avBevtikn (inaccurate). To
npéBAnpa BéBaia cvviotatar én Ssv sivalr yvwotn n
npaypatrn (Bempntikn) Tun tov AGYOL TOV EMMITO-
OEWV-TIVKVOTATMV Y1d TOV KAPKIVO ToL nveduova os eKei-
VOULG MOV KAMVizZouv og OX€on Ue eKelvovg nov Sev Ka-
nvizouvv. To pévo yvmotd eival 10 anotéNeopa piag pe-
Aéng. TNpogavodg, avtd Eev 10X0e1 HOVO OTN CLYKEKPI-
pévn nepintwon, KAODG o1 MPAYHATIKEG TIUEG TV pé-
TPV anoteAéoparog, adAd Kal ToV HEIP®YV oLXVOTNTAG,
eival ndvia dyvwoteg. AkpIBaG ene1dn o1 npaypatikég
Tpég eival dyvwoteg, Sev eivar Suvardév va kabopiotei
pe axkpiBeia 10 oednpa oe pia peAém. [la to Adyo av-
16V, 0 oxe81a0udG TV eMENUIONOYIKOV HENETOV Ardl-
1ei 181aitepn npoocoxn, £101 dOTe va neplopizovial, 4co

10 Svvardv nepioocdiepo, Ta oedApara.

Yndpxel évag anndg 1pdrog yia va diaxwpizovial ta
toxaia and ta cvotnpatkd opddpara. ‘Oco o ap1Budg
IOV CLPPETEXOVIOU avfdvel cuvex®dg, teivovtag npog
10 dnelpo, té00 pei®veTal To Tvxaio o@dipa. ‘Otav o
ap1Budg avtdg, Bewpntikd, @tdoel 1o drnelpo, TOTeE 1O
toxaio o@dipa undevizetar?? Aviibeta, n av&non tov
ap1Bpo? tewv cvppeTexoviov Sev ennpedzel to cvoTnpa-
1KS o@dAua, 1o onoio napapével otabepd (k. 1).%°

[Na v Kandtepn katavénon tng Siagopdg avdusoa
OoTd TLXAia Kal Ta cvotnNUAtiKd o@dapata Bewpnote to

Tuxafo opéApa

ZUOTNHATIKO
OPGAH

ZpGApa

ApPIBPGS CULPETEXGVTWY OE I HEAETN

Eikéva 1. Zxéon tuxaiov ka1 cvotnpatikod o@dnuarog Kai tov apif-
pob TV ouPPETEXGVTOV ot pia puedémn.’?

* H avBevukdnta (accuracy) avagépetal o€ nocotikd (Petpikd) Kai

pévo peyédn (A évuvoieg) Kal onpaivel v anovoia 1600 TLXAIGY
600 Kal ovotnuatik@v oeadpdrev. Eivar AdBog va xapaknpizetal
10 anotéheopa piag epyactnpiakig Sokipaciag og avBeviiké (accu-
rate), étav ekppdzetal g Oetikd N apvntiké (MoIOTIKG Xapaktnpi-
otukd 1 évvola).



ANANYZH AEAOMENQN

axkdnovbo napddeiypa.’?’Evag epsvvntng 0éAe1 va vno-
Aovyiocel 10 péoo avdoTnua TV YLVAIKOV piag noAng,
omv onoia vndpxouvv cvvonikd 500.000 yuvaikeg. Na
10 okond avtd, AauBdvel éva tuxaio Seiypa 100 yovai-
K@V and avtn v néAn kai npayuaronolei 100 petpn-
O€1¢ aVaoTANATOG, XPNOoIUoroli®viag ndviote v idia
petporavia. To péoo avdotnpa avidv twv 100 yovvai-
KOV anote)el pia ektipnon tov p€oov avactNRAtog OA®Y
TOV YLUVAIKGOV g néAng. To epdtnpa nov tibetar eivai
rnoia o@dnpara ennpedzovv Tnv ektipnon avti. H axpi-
Brng ka1 éykupn pérpnon tov avaotnuarog e€aptdrai
and 81dgopouvg napdyovieg, Onwg 10 MOol0g NPAYHUATO-
noiel t péipnon, o TPANOg PE TOV OMNOi0 O EPELVNTNAG
Kpartdel tn perpotaivia, o tpdnog Pe ToV Oroio 0 Epevvn-
mg 81aBdzel 1o anotédeopa g pétpnong k.d. Opiopéva
and ta oedApara avtd, Oneg n.x. o IPOrog Pe Tov Oroio
0 gPeLVNTAG Kpatdel tn peIpotaivia, prnopel va eivai
Tuxaia. ZInv nepint@on avti, 10 avdotnpd OPICUEVEOY
yuovaikedv 0a Bpebei, sopanpéva, peyaddtepo and v
MPAYUATIKA TOV TIPN, £V T0 avdoTnud oplopévmv An-
Awv Ba petpnbei, Kar nda1 eo@atpéva, xapnAdtepo and
NV MPpAyudtki tov TIPN. 2NV MNepintoon Opog evog
tuxaiov oediparog Sev eivar Suvvatdév OAeg o1 perpn-
og1g va eival ndve N KAte and tnv npayuatki Tipn.
Edv 1o 8eivpa tov yuvaikedv av€nbei ané 100 os 10.000
1 100.000, téte 10 TUXaio opddpa Ba eAattwbei, Kabwg
600 peyanviepog eivalr o apiBudg TV YUVAIKOU TOL
Selyparog, 1600 HIKpOTEPN gival n acvue®via petafd
TOL pECOL AVACTAHATOS TV YLVAIKOV Tov 8eiypatog
Kal ToL PECOL AVACTARATOS ON®WV IOV YLUVAIK®OU TNG
néAng. Eivar npogavég 61, av o apiBuds tov yuvalkov
tov Seiypatog nAnoidosr g 500.000, 16te 10 TLXAIO
o@dipa pndevizetai.

Ta ovotnpatikd oc@dipata, onwg ava@épbnke, Segv
ennpedzovtal and 1o péyebog tov Seiyparog. Av n pe-
TpoTAIVia Pe TNV onoid Npaypuarornolobvidal ol HETPACEIS
elval n.x. veaopdnvn kKai éxel npéo@ata nAvOel, xwpig
va 10 yvwpizel o gpevvning, 10te, £neibn Bpaxvveral,
SAeg o1 petpnoeig sfval un £YKupeg Kal otn peNEtn vndp-
X&l ovoTNUaTiKG oEdAua, SnAadn n peAén sivar pepo-
Annukn (biased). Kar avtd yiati 6co k1 av avfnbei o
ap1Bpde TV yuvalk®dv tov Seiyparog, n perporavia Sgv
MPOKEITAl VA AMOKTACEI TO ApXI1KO NG UNKOG, onote KAbe
pétpnon KabBiotaral pepPOANMTIKA.

2.1. Tuxaio oGAPaTa PETPNONS

Tuxaio o@dnpa* kaneitar n Siagopd petald tng eunel-
PIKAG (Mapatnpnolpng) TIPAG piag PetaBANTAG rov mnpo-
KUMtel €neita and pia pérpnon Kal tng HEong TIPNG TV
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EUMEIPIKAOV TINAV MOV MPOoKVMNTOLV £neita and éva obvo-
Mo perpnoswv. Ta tuxaia opdipata Ssv eival npoBAEWI-
pa katd mv ektéAson ng pérpnong.?’ Efvai 81-katevbu-
vépeva, Snhadn o1 kabékaoteg TIpég eival AnNote peya-
AUTEPEG Kal ANNOTE MIKPOTEPES TNG PEONG TIPMNAG, KAl yid
n Sianiot®won touvg eival avaykaia n snavdAnyn g
pétpnong. Anhadn, n Sianiotwon Tov TLXAioL oEAApa-
106 Sev eivar Suvarth dtav vndpxel pia pévo pérpnon.
Aev gival duwg anapaitntn n Yyvodon tng Mpayuatikng
TIAG, Snwg ovpBaivel ota ocvotnpatkd oednpara.’Otav
oe pia pérpnon 8gv vndpxouvv tvxaia oediuara, Téte n
pétpnon Aéyetal o1 éxel akpiBeia (precision), aflomotia
(reliability), avanapaywyiudémnta (reproducibility), ena-
vaanntémnta (repeatability) n cvvéneia (consistency). H
rnapovoia twxaiov ceanpdiov kabiotd tn pérpnon ava-
kp1Bn, avalidémotn k.An. H péipnon n, kandtepa, n ekri-
pnon touv Tvuxaiov ocEANparog eival cuvdptnon g @L-
ong (MOIOTIKAG N MOCOTIKNG) TNG PETABANTAG nov petpdra.

21NV NEPINT®ON TO®V MOCOTIKAOV (UETIPIKGOV) PeEYeBdY
(evvoIdV), n eKIPNon TOL TLXAioLv CcEANPATog yiveral
e toug napaxkdim Seikteg:?°
e YtaBepn andékiion
® Yuviedeothg petaBAntdétntag
e Méon andxknion
e ¥XeTIKN péon andkAion
e EVpog 1 oXetkS 0pog
® YuvieNeotng ocvoxétiong tng aflomotiag
® YLVIEAEOTAG OLOXETIONEG NUIKAAVOTOL
® YLVIEAEOTNG CLOXETIONG 1008VVAP®Y TONOV
e Afiomortia e€étaong-enaveétaong.

To ocuxvdtepa XPNOIPOMOIOVUEVO HETPO TOL TLXAIOL
o@dAparog eival o cuvteAsothg petaBantétntag (coeffi-
cient of variation).

2NV MepinI®on TOV MOI0TIKAOV PetaBANTdV,** n eKri-
pnon Tov tuxaiov oedaparog yiverar pe afloNoynoeig
(netpnoelg pe v gvpeia évvola) tng i8iag petaBAntg
ané 6%o, tovAdxiotov, Siapopetikos efetaotéc.?’ O1
e€etaotég Ba npéner va Siabétovv 1o 1610 nepinov enine-
80 YVROE®V, DOTE TO NMOCOCTO CLUP®VIAG va EKTIPNAE]
10 TUXAio oedApa. To pérpo nmov xpnoiponoieital aro-
KAEI0TIKG OAPEPA Yia T PHETPNon TOL TvxXaiov cEdnpa-
10¢ ota nolotikd SeSopéva eival o Ssiktng kdrmrma, rnmov
vroNovyizetal and tov Toro:

* H nepiypagn tov tuxaiov ogddparog otnv napovoa epyacia Ba

nepiopiotel oe andd noootikd peyédn kai éx1 oe emdnpioNoyikA
(uétpa ovxvétntag A pétpa oxéong), yia v Kaddtepn Katavénon.

** KaraxpnoTikd, n évvola 1ov o@dApaTog ava@épetal og nolotkég (1
1afivopikég) évvoileg, agol £€ opiopoy o1 évvoleg avtég Sev PeTp®-
vtal.
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o-C

Aeiktng kdnna =——
1-C

6rov O eival 1o nocootd tng naparnpnbsicag cvpE®-
viag kar C 10 nocootd ng tuxaiag cupE®Viag.

2.2. TuoTnuoTiké opdApaTa PETpnong

Zvotnpuartké o@dnpa pérpnong kadesitar n Siagopd
petafd ng npaypankng tpng piag petaBAntng kai g
péong TIUNG TOV EUMEIPIKOV TIHOV. H exktipnon tov ovu-
OTNUATIKOV 0@ANPAToV MPoUnobETel Tn yvodon tng rpay-
HATIKAG TIUAG TnG petpolduevng petaBantnig.?’ Avtd emi-
BdAAe1 tnv vnapén piag pebddov (UEBoBog avagopdg n
xpLuodg kKavévag) nov pnopei (1 Bewpeital, katdmv cup-
pwviag) va perpd tnv npaypanxkn upn. H anovoia ov-
OTNUATIKOV 0@AAUAT®V O J1a HETPNON OVOUdzeTal EYKL-
pétnta (validity),* eved n mapovoia toug kKabiotd t pé-
1pnon peponnnuikni (bias). Ztnv nepint@on t®V NocoTi-
KOV PETABANTAV, N €KTIPNON TOV CLOTNUATIKAOV C@AN-
pdtwv yiveral pe tovg napakdtw Seikteg:?0

e H andéotaon tng péong TIpAG ENAVEIANUPEVOY UETPA-

Os®V and v npaypatikin tpn (A)

¢ H npotvnopévn peponnyia (standardized bias). Eiva
0 NOYog ToL nponyovuevoL peyéboug 81d tng otabe-
PNG andrAIoNg

e O oLVTENEOTAG OULOXETIONG TOV «ATEADV» TIUAOV Kal
OV npaypatkodv tpov. ‘Eva svBiagépov péyebog
eival 1o 1eTpdy®vo Tov CLVTEAECTN ALTOL

* A1dgpopol Seikteg npokvntovv and t Siaipson (ripo-
TOnwon) g andotaong A and t péon andkAion.

‘Otav o1 no1otikég (taflvopikég) petaBAntég sivar Sva-
81kég, Ta oLXVOTEPA XPNOIUOIOIOVPEVA NETPA EKTIUNONG
TV CLOTNUATIKAOV CEANPAT®V gival o1 Adyol mBavoed-
veiag (likelihood ratio), Betikdg kar apvntkog.

2.3. LuyxuTég

Qg obyxvon (confounding), oe pa aitioNoyikA 1 npo-
YVOOTIKN emONUIONOYIKA PENETN, opizetal n petaBonn
evég pétpou anoteAéoparog™™ nov npokaneitar and évav
e€wyevn npoobilopiotn kai cvpBaiver pévo péoa ota

Anaiteital npoooxn otn xpnoigonoinon tov Gpov accuracy (avBevrti-
KOTNTA), MOL PEXPI MPACPATA NTAV CLVAVLHOG NG £yKLPOINTAg N
ka1 opBdtntag (correctness).?? Ta tedevtaia xpévia, o1 NEPICOSTEPOL
OLYYPAPEIS XPNOIPONOIoVV Tov Opo accuracy, yia va nepiddBouvy
NV anovoia 1600 1wV CLOTNHATIKAV 600 KAl TOV TUXAIOY o@anud-
V.

** Eménuiodoyikd pétpa anoteAéoparog mag adpng oxéong n ouvdp-

tong (crude function) eival n Siagopd n o Adyog t@v bo pépav
oLXVATNTAg Mov napatnpovvral otig 500 KATNYopieg Tov Npoadiopl-
ot.

Il TAAANHE ka1 A. ZTTAPOX

nAaiocla p1ag CLYKEKPIPHEVNG MONUIONOYIKAG HENETNG.
‘Eto1, évag npoodioplotig nov sivar cuYXLIAG o pia
HeAETN, prnopel va pnv gival cuyxutng Tng i81ag oxéong
oe pia dAAn pedén.?? O ocvyxvtng (confounder) npé-
rel va €xel ta Napaxkdied Xapakinpiotikg:19202627
e Na oxertizetar pe t ocvxvornta tng véoov (va ano-
teNel aitia ng véoov, andd ox1 anotéAscpa tng vooov)
e Na oxertizetal e 10 HEAETOUEVO MPOCSIOPIoTA
e Na pnv eival anotéheopa tng €kBeong. I'l.x., Bewpn-
ote pia Siaita nAodola oe Kopeopéva Ainn, n onoia
npokanel adv€non twv emnédwv tng Ammornpwrieivng
xapnAng nukvomntag (LDL) oto aipa. H av€npéun
LDL gviox¥e1 tnv mBavétnta sp@dviong tg abnpe-
paukng vooov. ‘Etol, n av€npévn LDL oxetizetar téoo
pe tn vooo (aBnpopatikn véco) 6oo Kal pe tv €KOe-
on (&iaita nhovola oe Kopeopéva Ainn). Qotdoo, n
av€npévn LDL 8ev eival cuyxutNg TG oX£oNg UETA-
€0 Siaitag ka1 abnpopankng véoov, yiati anotedel
anotédsopa tng ékbsong, Kabweg n nhovola oe Kope-
opéva Ainn Siaita npokanei adv€non tng LDL.

Xapaxktnpiotkd napddeiypa odyxvong anotedsi n
HeNEn, otnv ornoia dropa mov kKaravddovav peydan
noodtnta owonvebparog ixav vwnAdtepo Kivbuvo ep-
@dviong Kapkivou Touv nvevpova and ekeiva nov Sev
katavdnevav owonvevpa. H aitia yi’ avti v adpn
oxéon® nrav ot ta dropa g NPpATNG Kartnyopiag Atav
oe peydann avanovyia Bapeig kanviotég. H obyxvon and
10 Kanviopa e€nyovoe tnv napatnpnBeica oxéon peta-
€0 katavddwong ovorvedparog Kal Kapkivou 1ov nvev-
pova.’® To kdnviopa eival cLyxLTAG Tng oxéong petald
OIVOIVEVUATOG KAl KAPKIVOL Tou nvevduovad, Kabmg €xel
Ta NApakd® XAPAKINPIOTIKA:

e To kdnviopa oxetizetal pe ™ vdoo, KaBwg arnotedel

Hia aitia tov Kapkivov Tov nvedpova

¢ To kdnviopa oxetizetal pe v €kBeon, kKaB®G ta dro-

Ha oL KATAvaA@VUoLv PEYAAN nMocdtntd OIVOMNVED-

parog eivar cuvNBWS dtopd Mov KaArnvizovv NePIcoo-

1EPO
¢ To xdnviopa &sv anotedel anoténeopa tng €kBeong,
&nhadn tng KaravdAmwong olvornvebparog.

Mia xand oxe8iacpévn penétn anaitei tnv e§ouvdeté-
PWON TOV CLYXVLIOV, N onoia pnopel va yivel pe Sidgo-
povg 1pdrovg, onwg n eopoimon, n Siactpopdinon, n
MOALIIAPAUETPIKA avdAvon, N MPOoTON®oN, N MEPIOPICTI-
kA pébobdog kar to neipapa.’’ H efouvdetépmon SAwv

A8pn oxéon n cuvdptnon eival n oxéon nov peAetdral, mX. n oxéon
olvonvedaTog Kal Kapkivov tov nvedpova. E§myevi xapaktnpioti-
K4 (KataxpnoTikdg petaBAntég) eivalr otnv mpokelpévn mepinoon
10 Kdnvioua, 1o VMO, N NAIKIA K.4., MOV OXETiZOVTal Ye TN CLXVOTN-
1A TOL KAPKivou tou nvedpova (Suvntikol GLUYXLTES).
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TV SLVATOV, YUOOTOV Kal dYVKOT®V, OLYXLIOV Arlo-
tenel anapaitnin npobvnéBeon yia v avddei§n pag
oxéong oe aruakn. H un e€ouvbetépmon dnwv tov cuy-
XUTQOV €10dVel o@ANpa otny £épsvva Kail kabiotd to ano-
téAeopa pn avbevtKo.

3. EAEIXOI THX ETATIZTIKHEZ ZTHMANTIKOTHTAXZ

Ta tedevtaia xpdvia, €xel acknBel évtovn KPITIKA oTn
XPAON TOV eNéYX®V TNG OTATIOTIKNG ONUAVTIKOTNTAG
(EZZ) w¢ npwrapxikol «gpyaieiov» yia v eKIiunon
g Serypankng petaBantétntag (variability) otig emén-
poNovikéG penéteg. [Napd 1o yeyovdg avtd, apketd emi-
otnpovikA neplodikd, akoun Kal onpepd, anaitodv tn

xpnon tov EZZ yia t 8npoocisvon tov pedetodv.’

O éAeyx0og NG eMOTNHOVIKNG vréBsong® nepinapBa-
vel 8o €ibn vnoBéocswv, Tn pndsvikn vndéBeon (null
hypothesis) ka1 thv gvaddakukn (alternative).%28 Fu-
vnlwg, o pia eménuioNoyIKN PeAETN, 0 gpevvntng Oé-
Ael va peNetnoel av vndpxel oxéon evég npoodlopiotn™ *
Kai piag ékBaong.*** Ze ma téroia nepintwon, n undevi-
KN vnéBson vrootnpizel 61 Sev vndpxel oxéon avdpe-
oa otov npoodiopiotn kKail tnv éKBaon. H pun&svikn vné-
Beon Aéyetal eniong vniéBeon tng pun Siagopdg kai Sia-
onovetal, pe okond va avaipebei. H ovunAnpopankn
g pnSeviKNg vndéBeong Kaheital evaAAaktiki vrnéBeon.
21nv napandve nepintoon, n eVaANakTiKn vriéBeon sival
éu vndpxel oxéon petafd tov NPoodlopIoTA Kal g EK-
Baong. Me 10 otatotiké £AeyXO MOL MPAYUATONOIE]-
tal, n pndgvikn vndéBeon eite anoppintetal site 6x1. Ze

* H emompovikn vnéBeon eival katagatkn ano@aviiki npdracn Kai

e10dyel a véa ninpogopia. H «undeviki» 1 «dxkvupn» vnébeon Sev
aroteMel KAV €MOTNUOVIKA npdtacn, agov 8ev vrnootnpizel 1o dia-
Wevo1po 10XLPIoPS Yia Ty tnapén oxéong petafd npoodiopioth Kai
ouvxvotntag tov voonparog. Eidikdtepa, n «8imAng karevBuvong»
(two-sided) vndBeon amotedel, dnwg TovVizel vag epeLVNTAG, «EV-
vol0MoyIKS tépag» (conceptual monster), mov éxel nepIEXSUEVO 0T
0OTauoTIKA OX1 Gp®S Kail otig (MPpAayuatoAoYIKEG) eMOTAUES.

** Tapayovtag xivdvvov (risk factor) i npooSiopiotig (determinant),
6neg teNIKG emKkpdinoe va Aéyetal oRpepa, £fval To XapakInpiotik
(ovyyevég, nepiBaddoviiké N ovunepipopds) TV atdpwv, and 1o
onoio e§aprdrar (oxetizetal A ovvaptdral) n ovxvétnta evdg Voon-
patog (i tov Bavdrov 1, yevikSiepa, evég ovpBaviog i piag Katd-
otaong vyeiag).?’ H akaraddnddmnta tov 6pov napdyoviag KivSv-
vou npoékuye and m Aéén factor (mapdyovtag), nov onpaivel aitia,
eV o napdyovrtag KivEbvou Sgv oxetizetal kat' avdykn aitiakd pe
1 ovxvétnta tov voonparog. [pénel va toviotel 61 o npooSiopi-
OTAG ovvaptdral 6x1 Pe TNV KATQVOPA TOL VOORHATOg, aAdd pe tnv
Karavopn tng ovxvomrtag tov voonparog. H evvolodoyiki Siapopd
efval onpavtkA.

*** O 6pog «EkBaon» oty emdnpioAoyia xpnoiponoleital yia va SnAa-
oel dAote v gp@duion gvdg voonuartog (health outcome) kai
dMote v faon 11 1o Bdvarto n v gpedvion Katadoinov and éva
véonua (illness outcome).
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Kapid opwg nepintwon ta 8eSopéva piag penéing Sev
priopovv va npoo@épouvv anddei€n 6t n pndsvikn vnéd-
Beon eival aAnbng. Av 8ev anoppieBei n pnSevikn vnoéd-
Beon, to1e 10x0e1 611 1a 6eSopéva ndve ota oroia otn-
pizetar o éAeyxog, SnAabn ta Sebopéva tng pedéing,
Sev enapkolv yia v andppipn tng. Tovizetalr ka1 ndn
41 o otanotkog Edeyxog twv vrobéocswv 8sv obnyel
omv anddei§n tng vndbsong, andd anAd napéxel mv
nAnpogopia £dv ta Siabéoipa SeSopéva otnpizovv v
vnéBeon. ‘Otav n pndevikn vndébson Sev anoppintetal,
8ev onpaivel o givar kar annBivn. AvtiBeta, n andppi-
wn ¢ pundevikng vndBeong onpaivel 411, cVuE®va pe
ta 8eSopéva piag cLYKEKPINEVNG HENETNG, LITAPXE] OXE-
on petald npoobiopioth kar ékBaong.

H gvaddaktxrn vnéBeon pnopei va sivar «povig ka-
1evBvvong» (one-sided), &nAabn va vnootnpizetar ot
vndpxel Beukn oxéon petafd npocbiopio kar €xkBa-
ong, N «8IMANg KatevBuvvong» (two-sided), &nAadn va
vndpxel oxéon petaL npooSiopiotn kai ékBaong, xwpig
Suwg va kabopizetal av eival Betikn A apvntiki. ¥ Edv
0 gpeLYNTNG Yvmpizel, npiv and tn Siefaywyn piag pe-
Aétng, 611 vndpxel OenkN N apvnukn oxéon petadv npoo-
Siopiom ka1 ékBaong, 16t n evaANakTkKh vndbeon ei-
val povng katevBvvong. lNa napdbeiypa, av pia penémn
Sigpevvd t™n oxéon avdueoda oTNV KAMVIOUATIKA OLVN-
Be1a (MpoodioploTNg) Kal Tn ouxXvoTntd £UEAVIONS TOL
Kapkivov tov nvevpova (ékBaon arotedei n gpgpdvion
TOL KApKivov tov nvevpova), TéTe N eVaANAKTIKA Lvné-
BOeon pnopei va sival povng kateBvvong, o1, SnAadn,
10 Kdnviopa avfdvel t ocuxvotnta epu@EAviong ToL Kap-
Kivou 1ov nvedpova. AvtiBeta, av o epevvntng 8ev yvm-
pizel, npv and m Sie€ayoyn piag penéng, to €ibog tng
oxéong, 10te n evaNNaktikn vndbson eivar SiMANg Ka-
1evBuvvong.

Na mv kaAbtepn kartavonon 1oV napandve Bewpn-
ote pia pedétn, otnv onoia o gpsvvnting Oéne1 va Siami-
otwoel av vrndpxel oxéon petafd g xpRong Kivniov
AEPOVOV (NPocb10pIoTAg) Kal tTng ouxvdtntag sPEd-
v1oNg KApKivou tov eyke@dnov (ékBaon). Ze pia téroia
peAétn, n unSevikn vnéBeon eivar 611 Sev vndpxel oxé-
on petal NG XpNong KIVNT®OV TNAEPOV®OV KAl TNG OL-
xvétntag spedviong KapKivou tov eyke@dnov. H svan-
Aaxktukn vnéBeson SinAng katevBvvong sivar éu vndpxel
oxéon perafd KIvntdv TNAEPAVOU KAl KAPKIivou Touv
eYKePANOL, XOPIG Suwg va kabopizetal av n oxéon avtn
eival Betikn 1 apvntkn. H evaddaktkn vnéBeon povng
kartevBuvong eival 611 vnidpxel Betkn oxéon petad ng
XPAONG KIVNTOV TNAEPAVOV KAl KAPKIVOL TOL eyKePd-
Aov, KAaBG o gpsvvntg motevel 4Tl O KAPKIVOG TOL
eyKe@ANOL gival cLXVOTEPOG G EKEIVOLG MOV XPNOIUO-
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rnolovv Kivntd tnAépmwva os oxéon P’ eKeivoug nov Sev
xpnoipornolovy. Avddoya pe ta Ssdopéva tng pedéing,
MPAyUAToroleital 0 KAatdAANAOG oTatioTIKOG ENEYXOG Kal
anoppinteral 1 6x1 n pndevikn vnéBeon. Av anoppiOel
n unSevikn vndébeon, 161, obuPwva pe 1a SeSopéva
autNg tng PeNEIng, vrdpxel oxéon petald Kivntov tnAe-
POAVOYV Kal KAapKivov tou eyke@diov. Avtibeta, av Sev
anoppieBei n pnSevikn vnéOson, té1e Sev onpaivel o1l
Sev vndpxel oxéon petad KIVNTOV TNAEQEOV®OY KAl Kap-
Kivou ToL gyKe@dnov. Znuaivel anAd o6t ta SeSopéva
avtng g penémng Sev npdéogepav £évbelln yia tv andp-
pipn ¢ pundevikng vndBeong. Eivar moAd mBavd pa
AAANn penétn va karainéel oto 61 vndpxel oxéon. Npo-
@AvG, 000G NMEPICOOTEPESG PENETEG AMOPPIPYOLV TN OL-
yKeKpipévn undevikn vndéBeon, téoo peyanviepn €vdel-
&n vndpxel 41 n XpPNon KIVNTOV TNAEQPOVOV OXETizETdAl
HE TN ouvxXVoTNTA €PEAVIONS KAPKIVOL TOL £yYKe@ANOUL.
Aev gival Spwg Svvatdv va enadnbevtei* n armakn oxé-
on petalld KIvnidv TAEPOAV®OY Kal KAPKIVOL TOL eyKe-
@ddov. H un anéppipn, e€annov, tng undevikng vndbe-
ong oe pia pedémn Segv onpaivel 6n eival aAnBbng kai ot
Sev vndpxel oxéon petald npoobiopiotn kai éKBaong.

3.1. H évvoia Touv mmapatnpolpevou emmédou
oNUOVTIKOTNTAS COUPWVG pe Tov Fisher

H évvoia tov napatnpodpevov emnéSov onpaviiko-
tag eionxOn and tov Fisher ka1 yia tnv kandtepn
katavénon mg Ba avaeepbei, avanvtikd, to KAACIKO
napddeiypa ng piyng evdg vopioparog.?? Lto napd-
Serypa avtd, n pundevikn vriéBeon eival 611 to vopiopa
givalr «apeponnnto»™* (fair). «Apepdanmnto» kadeitalr to
véuiopa ekeivo oto onoio, oe KGBe piyn, n mBavdinta
EUEAVIONG «KE@ANNG» 1000Tal pe Ty mBavdtnta spd-
viong «ypappdtovs.‘Ooeg pipeig Kal av npayuartonoin-
Bovv eivar ave€dpinteg petad tovg Kal og KABe piyn n
mBavdtnta sp@dviong «Ke@adng», onwg BéBaia kar n
mBavdtnta gpedviong «ypappdtovs, eival ion pe 50%.
[a tov éAeyxo g pndevikng vnébeong nMpaypaATonol-
ovvtalr 20 piyeig Kar kataypdeovtal Ta anoteAéouara.
H avdnvon teov anoteAsopdiov, obugova pe tov Fisher,
npayuatonoleital o téoocepa Bnpara:

* O 6pog verification anobibetar pe 1oV dpo «enannBevon», evd o

6pog confirmation anodibetai pe tov dpo «emBeBaivwon» N «emkO-
pwon». TéAog, o dpog support anobibetal pe 1ov épo «otAPIEN».

** Apepénnnto vépopa: To vépiopa nov eival GUPPETPIKG Kal opolo-
yevég.

*** [Neipapa tOxng: To neipapa mov, podovon ekiedeital Kdtw and Tg
ib1eg oLVBnKkeg, Sev 0dnyel ndvrote oto 1610 anotédeopa.

Il TAAANHE ka1 A. ZTTAPOX

¢ To np®to Brnpa eival n kKataypaen tov mbavav aro-
Teneopdtov (Suvat®dv nepimt@osmv N anAd svdexo-
pévev) tov neipduarog toxng.*** H piyn touv vopi-
oparog propei va o8nynoel otnv gp@dvion «Kega-
ANG» N «ypappdrov». [payparonolobvtar cuvoNkd
20 piyeig. Enopévwg, o1 mBavoi cvvSvaocpoi sival
2.20 ¥10 ovykekpipévo napddeiypa, n toxaia pera-
BANTA eival o cLVONIKOG apIBUAg spEdviong «Ke@a-
Ang» otig 20 piyeig. [Npopavadg, n tuxaia petaBAntn
avtn pnopei va AdBer tipég and O (kaud sppdvion
«KeEANNG») £€m¢ Kal 20 (gp@dvion «Ke@ANNg» Kal
ong 20 piyeig).

e To 8ebtepo Brnpa eivar o vmohoyiouds tng mbavdn-
1ag KGBe anoteAéoparog tng tuxaiag petaBANTNg, pe
v npotndéBeon 41 n undevikn vndéOson eivar ann-
Ong. Kabe tuxaia petaBAntn éxel pia avtiotoixn ka-
tavoun mbavdintag. Mia katavoun mBavdtntag (pro-
bability distribution) e@apudzer t Bswpia twv mba-
VOTAT®V yia va nepiypdypel T ovunepigopd piag to-
xalag petaBAntng. 1o ovykekpiyévo mnapddeiyua,
n katavoun mbavdintag tng tuxaiag petaBANTg npoo-
Siopizel 6na ta mbBavd amnotedéopara tng tuxaiag
petaBAntig, kKabw¢ kar tnv mbavéinta va cupBei 1o
kaBéva and avtd. H tuxaia petaBantn tov napabeiy-
parog akonovBei tn Siwvvpikn katavopun, Kabadg ei-
val pia Sixdtoun tuxaia petaBAntni, mov urnopei va
AdBe1 mia ané &vo mbavég nipég. Edv pe p ovpBoni-
otel n mBavdinta eupdviong «Ke@AAAG» Kal Ue q n
mBavdtnta sppdviong «ypappdiov», éte n mOavé-
INTA VA £P@AVIOTE] «KEQPAAN» X QOPEG O n PIYPeIg
Sivetar and v £€ng 10dtnta:

K]
P (X=x)= 00 p*q™* @Y
oo

E@doov Bewpeitar 61 10x0e1 n pundsvikn vndébeon,
1618 p=q=1/2, eved n=20, kabo¢ npayuaronoiodvral
ovvonika 20 piyeig. ‘Etol, n 1c6tnta (1) petarpénetai

¢ £€ng:
BOD x I:FO_X
P (X=x)= 0 Ile— %EI
0.0 2 20
(2)
o0 4 e
P X=x)=0 0O
0.0 20
od

Me EEOU}JBOMZ&IOI 0 ovvdvaoudg N AVTIKEIPEV®Y
EMAEYHEVOV X TN @opd. AvTInpoomrevel Tov apiBud
TV TPON®V PE TOLG OMOIOLS X AVIIKEINEVA UIMOPOvY
va emneyoLV and éva cOVONO N AVTIKEIPEVODVY, OTaV
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Sev evbiapépel n oeipd tovg. Me Bdon tnv 106tnta
(2) pnopovv, nAfov, va vrnoAoy1oTovV o1 mBavdtnteg
ep@dviong onolovdnmnote apiBpos «Ke@aAng» and 0-
20, pe v npoinébeon 411 10xVel N PUNSevikN LITGOE-
on. O1 mBavdinteg aviég @aivovtal otov nivaka 1

Kal angikovizovrai Siaypappatkd omv gikéva 2.

e To tpito Bnpa eivar va kataypagoidv 6Aa ta aAnote-
Aéoparta nov Ba propovoav va cuvuBolv Kai ta oroia,
pe 8ebopévo 6m 10x0e1 n pnSevikn vndBeon, éxovv
wia mBavéinta pikpdtepn A ion and v mbavétnta
TOL anoteAéoPatog nov Oviwg npoékvye. Na napd-
Seypua, Bewpnote éu otg 20 piyelg eppavizetal «Ke-
@eann» 4 gopéc. H mBavéinta va cvpBei avtd to
anotéNeopa, oVpP®va pe tov mivaka 1, eivar 0,0046.
Ta anoteAéopara nov éxovv mBavotnta WKPASTEPN N
ion ané 0,0046 sivai ekeiva yia ta onoia x=4, 3, 2,
1, 0 ka1 x=16, 17, 18, 19, 20. Egpdcov ta evbexdpe-
va avtd eivail apoiBaia anoxneidpeva, téte n mBavod-
nta va npokvyel éva and avtd 1codtal pe to dBpoi-
opa v empépoug mbavotnt®v, onorte:

P* = 2x(0,0046+0,0011+2x10%+1,9x10%+9%x107)
P* = 0,012

IMivakag 1. [MBavéinteg eppdviong «ke@adig» x @opég os éva neipa-
Ha, 1o onoio nepidapBdver 20 piyeig evdg «apepéAnntov» vopioparog.?

Ap10p6¢ epgavicemv Ke@annig (x) [MiBavémta ep@dviong (P)

0 9x107
1 1,9x10%
2 2x10*
3 0,0011
4 0,0046
5 0,0148
6 0,0370
7 0,0739
8 0,1201
9 0,1602
10 0,1762
11 0,1602
12 0,1201
13 0,0739
14 0,0370
15 0.0148
16 0.0046
17 0.0011
18 2x10*
19 1,9x10°
20 9x107
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e To tétapro Brpa anotedei ovolactikd pia napadoxn,
oVupmva pe nv onoia n pndevikn vndbeon Oa npé-
re1 va anoppintetar étav P*<0,05. Qotdoo, opiopé-
vol gpevvntég mnpoteivovv n undevikn vnébeon va
anoppintetar étav P*<0,01 n P*<0,001. H upn 0,05,
nov npdteive o Fisher, efval to npokaBopiopévo emi-
neSo onpavukomrtag kai cvpBodizetar pe a. Edv to
neipapa o8nynoel oe P*<q, 161e 10 anotéheoua Ka-
Aeftar onpaviiké oe eninebo onpavukdnNIag a Kai n
pundevikn vndéBeon anoppintetal.

210 oLYKeKpIPEVOo napdderyua, eppaviotnke 4 Qopég
«Kepann» otig 20 piyeig, ondte 1o P* nov npokvnrel
eivar ico pe 0,012. Epdoov 10 P* givar pikpdtepo
and 1o a, anoppintetal n undevikn vnéBeon oto ermi-
neSo onpavukontag 0,05. Edv duwg epgavizétav 6
©opég «KRe@ann» oe 20 piyeig, 1é1e 10 LIIONOYIZOUE-
vo P* Ba fAitav 0,115. Z¢ auth v nepintwon, n pn-
Sevikn vndéBeon Sev anoppintovtav oto eninedo on-
pavukétntag 0,05.

To napandve napddeiypa sivar 181aitepa Sievkpivi-
ouKO 6oov agopd otnv £vvold TOL MAPATNPOVUEVOL
emnéSov onpavtikémrtag. Qotdoo, ta npdyupara Sev &i-
val kar téco annd omnv npdén. Na napddeiyua, Bew-
prote Vo opddeg naibidv, otig onoisg o epevvntng BNel
va eNéy€el av vndpxel Siapopd oto péoo enineSo von-
poovvng. H pia opdda naibidv anotedsitar pévo and
ayodpia, eved n AAAn opdda anoteneitar pévo and Kopi-
to1a. To npdBAnua otnv nepintowon avtn eivar 61 o gp-
gvvntng Bev yvmpizel TI¢ KAtavopég tov emmnéSov von-
poovvng otig &Vo opddeg naibidv. H punbdevikn vnéOes-
on, e€annov, vnootnpizel annd ot ta péoa snineda vo-
npoovvng otig Vo opddeg naibidv eival ioa. £1o napd-
Serypa pe tn piyn tov vopioparog, B£Baia, o epsvvntnig
yvopizel 611 n tuxaia petaBAnti mov peAetd akonovBel

o
o
I

n pndevikr) vGOeon
L
1

MBavoTnTa pPAvIong
pe 6edbopévo OTI 10XVEI

=
o

T T

0 5 10 15 20
ApIBUOG epPAEVIONG «KEQOANG»
oe 20 pipeig evog vopiopaTog

Eikéva 2. Aiaypappatiki angikévion tov moavotintov ep@aviong «Ke-
@anng» X Qopég oe £va neipaua, 1o onoio nepidapBdver 20 piyeig evég
«apepéAnntov» vopioparog.?’
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n S1wvvuikn katavoun. ‘Etol, ev eival yvwoth n kata-
voun mbavdintag tov emnéSov vonpoovvng otig S0o
opdbeg naibiov. To yeyovdg avtd anotenel éva onpa-
vTIKS npdBAnua, Kabwg o1 EéNeyX0l onNPAvTIKOTNTASG UMo-
polv va mnpayuaronoinBolvv pévov dtav ol KatavouEg
mbavdintag twv petaBAntdv eivar kabopiopéveg Kal Yvm-
otég, Kau 1o omnoio cuvpBaivel ondvia. Qotdoo, dtav ta
pedetdpeva Seiypata sival apketd peydia, téte xpnoi-
pornoleital o t otatoukog ENeyxog (t-statistic test). Ztnv
nepintoon avtn, diatvndveral n pndevikn vnéBeon Kai
vnoNovyizetal n nun tov t pe Bdon ta anotenéopara tng
peAéTng.

3.2. MapaTnEOVUEVO ETHTIEOO ONUOVTIKOTNTOS

To epdtnpa nov npokvntel eival NG pnopesl va anop-
p1eOel n punSevikn vndBeon pe Tn Xprion Tov KATAAAN-
Aov otanotikod enéyxov vndbeong. [Na 1o okond avtd
Xpnolyornolsital To napampovduevo eninedo onpavuko-
ntag (PN p), To ornoio vnoAoyizetal pe ™ Xpnon Tov
KATAAANAOL OTATICTIKOV poviéhov, avdhoya pe ta Se-
Sopéva piag pedéng, Kal 1o ornoio cuvyKpiverar p’ éva
npokaBopiopévo eninedo onpavukdémrag (tipn a). To
npokaBopiopévo enineSo onpavuxkoémntag kabopizetal
avBaipeta and tov gpevvntn Kalr cvvnbwg AauBdver -
pég 0,05 n 0,10.12192830

[a Adyovg svkohiag, to napatnpoduevo eninedo on-
pavtikéntag Ba kadeital oto £€Ng p, evd to porabopi-
opévo eninedo onpavukdomntag 6a xadsitar a. H upn a
eival npokaBopiopévn and tov gpesvvnti Kar AauBdvel
pia ovykekpipévn tipn (ovvnBwg 0,05 1 0,10) npotov
Eexivnoel n penétn. H tpn p vnonoyizetar o oxéon pe
™ pnSevikn vndéBeon, cOpE®va pe tnv onoia 8gv vrdp-
xe1 oxéon petafv npoobiopiotn Kal ékBaong.? H tipn
p eivai n mBavdinta, pe 8e8opévo 61 n undevikn vné-
Beon eival annbng, ta &sbopéva piag penéng va mna-
povoidoouv pia oxéon -petald npoobiopioth kai £ékBa-
ong- 1600 axkpaia n mo akpaia arnd avtnv nov fnpayua-
1KA DapBdvetar.??? [Na napddeiypa, Oswpnote pia pené-
n otnv onoia Sigpgvvdral n oxéon petald ng xpnong
KIVNTOV TNAEQROUGV Kal TNG OLXVOTNTAS EPUQAvIonS Kap-
Kivou Tov eyke@ddov kKal otnv onoia Bpébnke o1 o
ASYOG TV O10VEl ENMIOCE®V-MVKVOTNTOV* givar 2,5. H
un8evikn vnéBeon eivar éu Segv vndpxel oxéon petald

0O Adyog v ovunAnpepatkodv mbavotitov (odds ratio, OR) eival
BewpntikS pérpo kal dpa Sev pnopel va vrodoyiotel og pia spnelpi-
KA pedétn. Autd nov vriodoyizetal og pia AITIOAOYIKA em&npioAoyi-
KA pedétn eival o AGYog ToV 010Vel EMMIOGOE®V-NMVKVOTAT®V (0TOVG
extebeipévoug kal pn ekteBeipévoug), pe v npovindBeon éu o em-
noAacpdg 1OV PEASTIWUEVOL VOORpatog otov nAnbvopd eivar pi-
KPOG.

Il TAAANHE ka1 A. ZTTAPOX

KIVNTOV TNAEQAOV®OV Kal KAPKIivou Tov eyke@dAov, ond-
e 0 NOYOG TV OloVE]l ENMMNTIOCEMV-NTVKVOTATOV O Hld
térola nepintoon eival icog pe n povdda. Avdnoya pe
ta 8eBopéva tng peNETng Xpnolporoleital 1o KAatdAANAo
OTATIOTIKO POVTENO Y1d TOV €AEYX0 TNG UNSEVIKAG LNO-
Beong, ondte npokvMntel pid TIHA p. ALTA N TIPA p gival n
mBavonta, pe e8opévo 611 0 NEYOS TV ENMTOCEDV-
MUKVOTNT®V eival icog¢ pe tnh povdda, pia pedéin va
8doe1 NOYO TV EMITOCEDV-TIVKVOTAT®OV 100 N Kal He-
yvainvtepo and 2,5. INpénel va toviotei 6t n tipn p Sgv
eivar n mBavdinta 6t n undevikn vndéBeon eivar ann-
6ng. H npn p vnodhoyizetar pe tnv npoivnéBeon 41 n
pun&evikn vnébson sival annBAg.

‘Onwg npoava@épbnke, yia tov €Neyxo tng undevi-
KAG vnéBeong cLYKpIiveTal n TIPA TOL P PE TNV TIPA a, N
oroia givar avBaipetn kai Kabopizetar and tov epsvvn-
. Edv n npn p, mov npokvnter ané ta 8eSopéva piag
HeNEIng, eival pikpdtepn and vy TIPN a, TOTe anoppirnte-
ta1 n pndevikn vndéBeon, eved av n TIUN p eival peyanv-
tepn and mv tpn a, 1dte Sgv anoppintetal n pndevikn
vndBeon, aAdd kai obte emBeBaidverar. %28 Edv n tiun
a kaBopiotei wg 0,05, 16te onoiabnnote tph p<0,05
obnyei oty andppipn ng undevikng vnéBeong. Osw-
pnote pia tipn p ion pe 0,07. H nipn avtn tov p oényei
oe anéppiyn g undevikng vnébsong edv n PN a ei-
var 0,10, eve® obnyel oe pn andppiyn tng PNSeVIKNG
étav n ipn a sivar 0,05. ’Etol, n i&1a tpn p pnopei va
obnynoel og akpiBag avrtiBeta cvunepdopara avdioya
He TNV 1A a, ondte yiverar avuAnntd 61 n XpAon tov
eNEYXMV TNG OTATIOTIKAG ONPAvIIKOTNTAG KAl TV Mapa-
poVpeveV emnédov onpavurotntag (Tipég p) yia tnv
e€aymyn ovunepaocpdiov eivar e€aipetikd emo@aAnng.
AxSun Kal av n tpn p eival pikpdtepn and tnv TIpA a,
avtd 8ev onpaivel 61 n pndevikn vndBeon Sev anoteAei
v nAéov Novyikn e€nynon yia ta Ssdopéva pag peréng.

Zuxvd, 6sv avagépstal kav n akpiBig tpn p, napd
pévo av n tipn avtn eivar peyanvtepn n pikpdtepn and
mv upn a.?? Asv vndpxel kavévag Noyog BEBaia éva
OLVEXEG PETPO, ONWG €ival n TIUN p, va UETATPENETAl OE
S1xdtopo, enedn £ro1 xdvetal noAvTun nanpogopia.’Otav
n A tov a xabopizetar wg 0,05, téte TIPéG p loeg pe
0,001 1 0,049 obényovv oe andéppipn Tng PUNSEVIKAG
vnéBeong. Eival dpwg noAv peydnn n Siagpopd avdpsoa
os pia npn p ion pe 0,001 ka1 oe wa npn p ion pe
0,049.Ta 1o Ndyo avtdv, npériel va avagEépetal n akpl-
B¢ tiun p Kai1 6x1 annd av eival ueyanvtepn N PIKPOTE-
pn and v TN a.

[Napd 1o yeyovdg 61, akéun Kai oNpepa, MoANoi pev-
VNTEG XPNOIUOMNOIOVY TOLS ENEYXOUVE TNG OTATIOTIKNG ON-
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pavnkoIntag Kal 1g TpéS p yia mv efaymyn ocuure-
pacpdtov,* sival avepd Ot o1 TIPéG p anoteNovV andd
éva ovvexég pérpo tng ovpBardintag petalt ng pnde-
VIKAg vnéBsong kar tov Sebopévav piag pedéing.t?
AvBaipeto kpithpio avtng tg ocvuBatdétntag anotenel n
TIpA TOoL @, nov Kabopizetal and tov gpsvvnth. ‘Etol, av
n nun a xaBopiotel wg 0,05, 161e onoiabnmnote tph
p <0,05 vno&nAdver pikpn cvpBatdtnta g PnSeviKNg
vnéBeong pe ta SeSopéva piag penéng."Oco pKkpdTEPN
&nnadn eival n nipn p, téoo pKpdTEPN gival n cvuBard-
mrta petald g pndevikng vndéBeong kai twv SeSopé-
VOV p1ag HeAETNG.

ZUUMEPACUATIKG, N XPAON T®V TIHOV TOL p yid TNV
e€aymyn ac@an®dV CLUNMEPACUATOV OXETIKA UE TOV ENEY-
XO T®V €NICTNHOVIKQOV vnobéoewv eival e€aipetikd eni-
opadng. H tipn p piag pedéing Ssv npénel va anotedei
KPITAPIO Via To av pia pndsvikn vndéBson sivar annbnig
N 6xi1, kabBa¢ anaiteitalr n Sie€aywyn NoAADdY PEAETOV
Kal n oOYKPIoN TV AnoteAeoPdToV nov npokvntovv. H
Tun p eival annd éva pétpo tng ovpBardintag petafv
¢ pndeviKAG vniébsong Kal twv SeSopévmy piag pené-
NG Kal xpnolponolsital yia tnv andéppipn 1 6x1 g
pn8evikng vndBeong.?32 BéBaia, n pun andppipn g
pn8evikng vriéBeong Sev onpaivel 61 gival annBng, annd
6u ta 8ebopéva piag penéing Sev NpooEEPouvy ApKeTn
anddeién yia v andppipn tng. H upn p napovoidzel
éva onpaviikd pelovéktnua, kabadg Ssv ekeppdzel 1o
péyebog tng oxéong petald tov npoodloplcTA Kal tng
ékBaong ka1 tnv axkpiBeia (anovoia tuxaiov oc@dAparog)
He v oroia n oxéon avth perpdrar®? [a mv kandtepn
epunveia 1oV 8ebopévmv piag pedéing sivar e€aipetkd
onpavtiké va Siaxwpizetal n nAnpo@opia yia 1o péye-
Bo¢ ng oxéong kal n nAnpogopia yia v akpiBeia g
penéing. O Siaxwpilopdg avtdg emrvyxdvetal pe tn Sia-
Sikaoia g ektipnong, énwg Ba avagepOei otn cvvéxela.

3.3. LodAuyaTa TOTou | kai I

2NV £@Apuoyn g TEXVIKAG TOL NEYXOL TOV LIO-
Béoswv vndpxovv 6o tdrol opdaparog. To npdTo Ka-
Aeitar o@dipa tonov I (type 1 error) kai eivar eniong
Yoot o¢ opdipa andppiypng (rejection error) N o@An-
pa a (a error).??’Eva o@dApa tonov [ ovpBaiver étav
anoppintetal n unSevikn vndéBeon, evd eivar annbng. H
mBavdinta va SianpaxBei éva opdipa tonov I kabopi-
zetal and 1o npoxkabopiopévo eninebo onpavikdntag
tov edéyxov (tiun a). Edv npaypatonoinBotv kart’ ena-

*  Mia pedémn Sev emrpénel mv efaywyn ovunepaoudtov. [Napéxel

pévo évbeiln (evidence) gvavtiov tng vnébeong.
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vdaanyn édeyxol tng vrébsong Siatnpaviag to eninedo
onpavtikétntag oto 0,05, 6a anoppiedei Aavbacpéva n
pn&evikn vnéBeon, eV 10XVEL, MEVIE QOPEG OTOLG EKA-
16 eNEYXOLG. Z& OPICUEVEG MEPITTIOOCEIS EMAEYETAL N M-
Bavdtnta 0,01, ondrte, pe avtdv tov pdno, anoppintetal
-navBaopéva- n pndevikn vnéBeon, eved aAnBedel, pévo
pia @opd otouvg ekatd eAEYXOLE CNUAVTIKOTNTAG.

O 6eltepog ONOG O@AAuatog nov uropei va 8ia-
npaxBei katd t Sidpkeia evdg eAéyxov vndbBsong eivail
10 o@dnua tomnov Il (type Il error) N opdApa anodoxng
(acceptance error) n o@diua 8 (B8 error).”?8’Eva o@dn-
pa tonov Il Sianpdrtetar dtav Sgv anoppintetal n unde-
vIKN vnébeon, eved eivar AavBaopévn. Edv n.x. 1o 8=0,10,
161e n mBavdtnta pn andppiyng g pndevikng vndOe-
ong, eve eival AavBaopévn, eivar 0,10 n 10%.

Edv 1o B8 eivar n mBavdtnta va SianpaxBei éva opdipa
tonov II, téte (1-B8) kaneitalr n 10x0¢ (power) tov eNEy-
xov tng vndbeong.??® H 10x0¢ eivar n mBavdinta va
anoppipBei n pnSevikn vnébeon, eved sivar AavBaopuévn.
Me dana Advyia, eivar n mBavdinta va anogevxBei éva
o@dipa tonov II. H 10x0¢ pnopel, eniong, va BswpnOei
¢ n mbavdtnta pia cLYKEKPIPEVN PHENETN va Siakpivel
pia andékiion and t pndevikn vndBeon, Seopévov o1

avtn vndpxel.

To cvvnBéotepo o@diua sival va Bswpeital pia Bew-
pia (vnéBeon) wg annbng, eved Sev eival, Kal onaviote-
pa 1o avrtibeto.

O1 gpevvntég yevikd npoornabovv va oxeSidoovv
eNEYXOLE ONPAVTIKOTNTAG MOV £XOLV LYNAN 10XV. Ay
apkei va vndpxel pkpn mbavointa va arnoppi@Bsi n
pun8evikn vnébson dtav aAnbevel. INpéner va vndpxel
peydnn mbavdinta va anoppieBei n undevikn vréBeon
4tav eivar havBaopévn. "Evag tpdnog ad€énong tng 10x0og
evdg enéyxov eival va av€nBei n tipn tov a. Av€non tng
TPAG Tov a npokadei ad€non tov o@dAparog torov I,
aAAd ocLvyxXpPOVKS PEIDdVEL TO o@dnua tomnov 1. AvtiBera,
peimon Tng TIPAG TOL a NPoKaNel peimon ToL CEAAUATOG
tonov I ka1 av€non tov ocpdnparog tonov 1. [a to Adyo
avtdv, o oxediaopdg piag peAétng anaitel 181aitepn npo-
ooxn kai 18img doov agopd otov npokabopioud ng
TIUAG TOVL a.

4. LTATIZTIKH EKTIMHIH

4.1. Lnuelokn ekTipnon

AeSopévou 611 n emMOTNUOVIKA £pevva OTNpPizetal os
HETPAOCEIG, N avdAvon TV emENUIONOVIKAOV SeSopévemv
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uropei va BewpnBei nepiocdtepo wg éva npdBanpa pé-
Ipnong kai Ayotepo w¢ éva npdBanpa Anyng andea-
ong.>?? H pétpnon, e§dnAov, evdg peyéboug anaitel Asmto-
HEPEOTEPN OTATIOTIKA NMPocéyyion and évav anoé ENey-
XO TNG OTATIOTIKAG ONPAvTIKOTNTAG Mov anAd Aroppintel

n 6x1 pia vrnéBeon.

Ze pia eménuIoNoOVIKN peAETn petpdral éva PETPO
ouvxvotntag (M.x. EMNI®oN-MLKVOINTA N EMNNI®oON-Moco-
ot1d N emnodacpudg) N, cvvnBéotepa, éva PETPO AMNoTENE-
opartog (rn.x. Siagopd N NOYOG TV HEIP®Y oLXVOTNTAG).
[a va ektpnBei n oxéon petav evdg npoobiopioth kai
g ovxvorntag piag ékBaong vnodovyizetar éva pérpo
aroteAéoparog. Ze pia 18avikn eménpioNoyIkn PeAETN,
n avdnvon tov 8e8opévmv Kal n napovciacn T®V Aro-
teneocpdrov Ba npénel va nepinapBavel tov vrmoNoyioud
ev6g eménuioNoyiKoD PETPOL oLXVOTNTAG N AMOTENE-
oparog, Kabwg kar tnv axkpiBesia pe tv onoia éyive n
pétpnon avtn. H otationkn extipnon (statistical estima-
tion) mapéxel ka1 g 8o avtég NANPoYopieg.

INa napd&eiypua, Bewpnote pia artioNoyikn eménpio-
Aoyikn pedétn nov Sie€dyetal pe okond va ektunBei n
oxéon petad Tng XpPNong KIvniodv TNAEQPOVGV Kadl TNG
ovxvotntag spedviong Kapkivouv tov syke@dnov.’? Na
TNV €KTiPNON auting g OoX£oNg Araiteital o LMONOYI-
OHOG TOL NOYOL TV EMIMTOCEMV-TTUKVOTNT®V TOL Kap-
KIVOUL TOL €YKEQANOL O ALTOVS MOV XPNOIUOIIOIOVY Ki-
vntd mAépmva os oxéon Pe eKEIVOLS MoL 8gV XpnoIo-
noiovy. Oewpnote 611 0 AOYOG TOV EMNTOCEDV-TTVKVO-
TNT®V og avutin tn pedétn 1oovtal pe 2,5. H nipyn avm
npo@avads 8ev eival n npayuatiki tiun, adnd anotedei
Hia eKTipnon tng npaypatikng tung. ‘Otav n gktipnon
napovoidzetal o¢ pia kar povadikn tiun, téte kanesitai
onpelakn exktipnon (point estimate), evd n povadikn
autn TPN KaAeitalr onpelakn ektipntpia (point estimator).
210 ovyKekpIpévo napddeiypa, to 2,5 sival n onpsiakn
EKTIUATPIA TNG MPAYUATIKAG TIUAG TOL AGYOL T®V EMIMTEO-
OEMV-TIVKVOTNT®V, N ornoia nocotikornolei tn oxéon avd-
HE0A oTn XpAON KIVNTI®OV TNAEQPOAVGV KAl TN ouxvotnta
£uEAVIONG TOL KAPKIvVoL Tov eyKe@diov. Me tov tpdrno
avtdv, ta eBopéva piag peNéng Xpnoiyorolovvial yid
NV eKktipnon evog pétpov arnotenéoparog. O vrooyi-
OpAG TOL PETPOL AMNOTENECNATOS OE pia PEAETN ennped-
zetal and tvxaia kar cvotnuatkd oedApara, kabdg Kai
and tovg ovyxvtég. H onpeiakn ekupntpia, e€dnnov,
evég pérpov anotedéoparog eivar oxebov amibavo va
eivar 181a pe ™V npaypatkin TiPgn avtod Tov PETPOL
anoteAéopartog. ‘Etol, yia tov kaBopiopd tng axkpiBeiag
NG ONUEIAKNAG EKTIUNONG Xpnoliporiolovvial ta 8iactn-
pata epmotoobvng (AE) (confidence intervals, intervals
estimation), ta onoia napéxovv éva €0pPoOg TIUAOV YUPK

Il TAAANHE ka1 A. ZTTAPOX

and tn onpelakn eknpntpia. ‘Eva svpd AE vnodnidvel
WKpN axpiBeia, eved, aviibeta, éva otevé AE vnodnid-
vel peydnn akpiBeia.

4.2. NOCTAYOTA EUTIOTOOUVNG

H onpeiakn eknpntpia evég pérpov anoteAéoparog
(1 evég pétpouv ovxvdtntag) anotenel pia pévo tiph Kai
Sev eivalr Suvatdv va ekepdoel Tn otatotikn petaBin-
1é1nTa N, 81aQOPETIKA, TO TUXAIO CEANIA MOV VIEICEPXETAL
otnv exktipnon.??? EQu o apiBude tov ouppetexéviov os
pia peAétn eival peydanog, téte n eKtiunon evog PETPOL
anoteNéoparog eival oxXetkd akpiBAg Kal To Tuxaio oEdn-
Ha Iov LNEICEPKETAl OTNV eKTipnon sival pikpd. Qotdoo,
av 0 apiBudg OV CLPUPETEXOVI®V O pia PeAETn eival
HIKPAG, TOTe n eKtipnon eival Alydtepo akpiBng kai to
tuxaio oednupa peyanvrepo. ‘Etol, yia va vnoénAwBei 1o
péyebog touv Tuxaiov cEANNATOS O Piad EKTIUNON XPNol-
pormoteitar 1o AE. To emdeydpevo AE sivar avBaipeto
kai kaBopizetar and tov gpevvntn. To enineSo epmorto-
ovvng 1covtal pe (1-a), érov a eival to npokabopioué-
vo enine§o onpavtkAINtag, n TIPA Tov onoiov opizetal
avBaipeta and tov gpevvntn. ‘Eva AE pnopei va kopai-
veral and 0-100%. v nAsiopn@ia 1oV NEPITOCEDY
AapBdvetar 1o 90% n 95% AE. To AE sivair éva gbpog
TIHGOV YUP® and pia CNPEIAKA EKTIPATPIA, MOL SeiXVel TO
Babud oraniotkng axkpiBeiag tng exktipnong.* To emine-
80 epmotoobvng AapuBdvetar avBaipeta, anAd yia KdBe
eninedo epmotoovng 1o £6pog TOL S1ACTANATOS EKPPA-
ze1 v axkpiBeia tng pérpnong. "Eva svupt AE vnoSnid-
vel pikpOtepn akpiBela, eved éva otevdtepo AE vnobn-
Advel peyandtepn akpiBeia. To avodtepo épio (upper
limit) ka1 to katodtepo dpio (lower limit) tov AE eivar ta
6pia epmotoovng (confidence limits).

‘Eva 95% AE onpaiver 61, edv emiéyoviav tuxaia
100 Seiypata and tov nAnBuoud Kal Xxpnoigonolodvvtav
via tov vrnodoyiopd 100 Siagpopetikdv AE yia éva pé-
1po anoteAéoparog, tote ta 95 and ta 100 AE 6a kaé-
ALMTAV TNV MPAYHATIKA TIUA TOL PETPOL AMOTENECUATOS
y1a T0 OLYKeKpPINEvo nAnBuoud kai ta 5 éxi. [Npéner va
toviotel 611 95% AE 8gv onpaiver 611 ta 95% opia gumi-
otoobvng Mov £XOLV MPOKVWE! and pia PeAETn mnepié-
XOULV TNV NPAYUATIKA TIHA TOL PETPOL ANOTEAECUATOG UE
95% mBavéinta.t?® Eival npopavég 611 n cLANOYA Kal
n avdnvon tov &sdopévwv kar yia ta 100 Ssiypata

To 8idotnpa epmotoolvng yia v NapdueTpo Katackevdzetal and
éva ovykekpIpévo obvodo Sedopévwv. Emniéov, oxebidzetar katd
1étolov 1pdmo, nov va sfacpadizel 6u oe éva opiopévo nocootd
181010V £@appoydv (avdusoa oe éva peydio apibud aviedv) Oa
nePIEXEl TNV MPAYHATIKA TIPA TNG NAPAPETPOV.
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npénel va yivel pe tov i81o akpiBabg tpdno.?? ‘Etal, 10
povadikd otoixeio nov Ba Siapépel, os avtég g 100
vrnoBetKEG enavadAPeIg NG HENETNG, elval n OTATICTIKA
petaBAntéinta 1, Siagopetikd, n tOxn. Ze pia térola
nepinmtwon, BéBaia, npénel va 1oxvovv o1 e€ng npoirio-
Béoeig: (a) n pertaBanténta twv Sedopévwv va nepi-
ypAetal He T XpNon Tov KATAAANNAOL OTATIOTIKOV HO-
vTéNov Kai (B) va anovoidzouvv ta cuotnuatika o@dipa-
Ta Kai o1 ovyxvtég. Mdvo étor pnopei 1o AE va xpnoipo-
noinBei yia va ekepdoel tn otatotikn petaBanténta n,
anNIdG, To Tuxaio o@dApa piag ektipnong. Qotdco, ol
napandve npobnobéoeig sivar mpaknkd adbvaro va
emtevxBolv, akdun Kalr oe nMoAd KAaAd oxeSiacpéveg
KAIVIKEG Sokipég (clinical trials). I&iaitepa otnv nepintom-
on T®V Un MEIPAUATIKOV £MSNUIOAOVIKAOV UEAETAV, TA
AE napéxovv anid pia npdxeipn €KTiunon g oTatiot-
KNG petaBhntéintag nov vndpxel ota &sbopéva piag
peNétng. Oa npénel ndviog 1o AE va pn xpnoipornolgitai
¢ éva andnvto PEIPOo TNG OTATIOTIKNG petaBantdintag,
6nnadn tov tuxaiov cEdnparog, annd g Eva YeVIKO
HETPO NG rnoodIntag Tov oednparog ota Sedbopéva pag
peA&Ing.

5. AIALTHMATA EMIMIZTOLYNHL KAI EAErXOX
THX LTATIZTIKHZ ZTHMANTIKOTHTAZ

Tovizetar e€apxng én, oe kaud nepintwon, ta AE
Sev npéniel va xpnoiporolodvidl ®¢ LIIOKATAoTATA TOV
eNEYX®WV TNG OTATIOTIKAG onpavtikOtntag yia v andp-
p1wn N 6x1 tng undevikng vnébsong. Mo ocvykekpipéva,
énwg npoavaeépOnke, pe tn undevikn vndéBeon vnootn-
pizetar 611 Sev vndpxel oxéon petald npoodiopiot Kai
€ékBaong. [Na tov éAeyxo avtng tng vndBeong, otnv re-
pintwon nov Xpnoiporolovvtal o1 EXY emAéyetal 1o Ka-
TdAANAO otatotiké poviédo, avdnoya pe ta SeSopéva
g pedéing, kar e€dyetal to napartnpoVuevo eninedo
onpavtikéttag (Tipn p), 10 Oroio CLYKPIVETAl PE TO
npokaBopiopévo eninedo onpaviikértag (tiun a), onod-
Te OTn oLVEXela anoppintetal 1 6x1 n undevikn vréBeon.

Opiopévol gpevvntég Xpnoiporioloby, ec@anuéva, ta
AE o¢ vnokatdotara twv EZE yia mv anéppiyn 1 éx1
¢ undevikng vndéBeong. [lo ovykekpipéva, dtav ta
AE xpnowponolobvtal yia tov €Aeyx0o TnG UNSeVIKAG
vnéOeong vrioAovyizetal éva PETpo anoteAEopatog, Onmg
.X. 0 AOyo¢ N n 81apopd towv PETpmV cLXVATNTAg. TNV
nepintowon avtn, 1o AE eivar éva edpog ipdv yopo and
TO OMOI0 KLUAIVETAI N TIUA TOL LITOAOYIZOPEVOL UETPOV
anoteAéopuarog. AV TO LITOAOYIZOUEVO UETPO AMOTENE-
opartog eival n Siagopd evédg pérpov cuvxvorntag (Mm.x. n
81a@opd TV EMNTOCE®V-MIVKVOTAT®V Ot eKTEOINEVOLG
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Kai pun ekreBeipévoug), téte o gpsvvntng e€etdzel av 1o
AE nepinapBdver v tipn 0. Ztnv nepintoon nov to AE
nepiAapBdver v upn 0, téte Sev anoppintetar n punde-
vikn vndBeon. AvtiBeta, av to AE 8ev nepidapBdvel tnv
1pn 0, téte anoppintetal n pn8gvikn vndéOeon.

Av 10 vnonoyi1zéuevo PETPO anotedéouarog sival o
AGyo¢ evdg pétpov cuxvdTnTag, Tote o gpevyntng e€etd-
ze1 av to AE nepidapBdvel tn povdda. Znv nepintoon
nov 1o AE nepinauBdver t povdada, téte Sev anoppirnte-
ta1 n pndevikn vndBeon, v, avtiBeta, av 1o AE 8sv
nepinapBdvel t povdda, téte anoppintetal n pndsvikn
vnéBeon.

‘Eto1, otnv nepintowon rnov 10 LIOAOYIZOPEVO HETIPO
anoteAéoparog eival n Siapopd gvodg pérpouv cuxXVOIN-
1ag, n «Kpioun» tpn nov e€etdzel o gpgvvntNg givai 1o
0, eved av 10 LNoNoYI1ZOPeVo PETPO aroteNéoparog sivail
0 A6yog evdg PETPoL cLXVATNTAG, TOTE N «KPiocIUN» TIPA
eival n povdda. H epunveia avth eival 1ico80vapn pe m
Sie€aywyn evdg eNEYXoL NG OTATIOTIKAG ONUAVTIKOTN-
1ag ng vriéBeong én Sev vndpxel oxéon. Eneién o1 éey-
xo01 onpavukomntag 8ivovv Aiydtepeg ninpogopisg arr’
46,11 ta Siaotnuara spmotocvvng Kal ouxvd Mapepun-
vedovtal, CLOTAVETAl N XpAon TV S1acTNPATOV M-
otoovvng otn Béon TV eAEyX®V onpavukontag yia

NV eKtipnon tng akpiBeiag oe em&npioNoyikd SeSopéva.

Na v kKaAvtepn Kartavénon tov napandve, Bewpn-
ote 1o Sidypappa ng gikévag 3.7 YnoBéote én Sie€dye-
tal évag €NeyXOG TNG OTATIOTIKAG OnPaviikONtag Kdai
éu n tpn a npoxrabopizetar wg 0,10. Etol, obppwva pe
mv gikova 3, 1o 90% AE Sev nepidapBdvel tv «Kpioi-
pn» Tipn, ondte anoppintetal n pndevikn vndéBson. Qotd-
00, av 0 gpevvntNg nporaBdpize v TN a wg 0,05,
161e 10 95% AE nepidapBdvel tnv «kpioiun» tipn, ondte
Sev anoppintetal n pndesvikh vnéBson. Me Bdon ta na-
pandve, yiverar avuAnntd 6t n undevikn vréBeon anop-
pintetar 6tav n pn a eivai 0,10, eved Sev anoppintetal
6tav n upn a sivar 0,05. Enopéveg, av Sie€aydtav o
KatdAANNog otatioTikdg éneyxog, Oa odnyovos os pia
uun p >0,05 ka1 <0,10. ’Eto1, avddoya pe tv avBaipe-
T TIPN @, o gpevvnING odnyeital oe 1eneing Siapopet-
KN gppnveia Tov anoteNéopatog p1ag HEAETNG, YEYOVOG
nov &SnA®dvel v advvapia g XpNong TV £AEYX®V
NG OTATICTIKAG ONUAVTIKOTNTAS Y1ad OMOTA EPUNVEIa ToV
anoteAEoPATIOV.

Eivai npogpavég 6n ta AE Sev npénel va xpnoipornolov-
vtai, Sreg rnpoava@épbnke, wg vriokardotara tov EXY. 119
Edv cvpBei kdm térolo, téte xdvovrtal ta NAEoVEKTNUATA
rnov éxel n xpnon tov AE évavu tov EZZ. O EZX ka1 n
TIUN P MOL NPOKUIITE]L, AMOTEAOVY 0LOIACTIKA £vd HETPO
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95% OiGoTnpa ePMaTOOVVNG

90% OiGoTnpo EUMOTOOUVNG

T |

Kpioipn Tiun (amovoia LnUEIOKT
OTIOTEAEOUATOS) €KTIUNON

Eixéva 3. 90% ka1 95% Siactipara sumotooivng, pe 10 8eltepo va
nepidapBdvel v kpiopn A,

ovpBatétntag petad tng pndevikng vndéBeong Kal TV
Sebopévav mag peAéng. Ta AE npoogépouvv emnAgéov
pia ektipnon tov peyéBoug tng oxéong petad evog
npoodlopioth Kail piag €kBaong, eved anotenobv Kai pé-
1Ipo TG axkpiBeiag avtAg NG onUEIAKNG eKtipnong. Asev
npokadei éknnnén, e€dnnov, éu ta AE sivar mo xprnoipa
Kdl NIPOCPEPOLY MEPICOOTEPES NANPOPOPIeg, av AngbOel
vnéywn ot ta épia spnctoocvvng eival 8o apiBuoi, eved
n tpn tov p eivar évag apiBudg. Ta npdyparta yivovrai
axkdun SvokoNdtepa, dtav os MoANEG pedéteg Sev ava-
@épetal kabBdhov n akpiBAG TipA Tov p, mapd pévo av
eival peyanitepn N pikpdtepn and tnv TIpn 1oV d. 21NV
NnepInI®on avtn, éva ocLvex£ég PETPO, ONwg sival n PN
p, petarpénetalr oe Sixdtopo, ondte XAveralr MoAVTIUN
nanpogopia. ‘Otav n nun a eivar 0,05, ite 10 p sivai
0,001 eite givar 0,049 obnyei o andéppiyn g undevi-
kN¢ vndBeong. Eival npogpavég duwg néco S1apopetikég
eivar o1 600 avtég upég p. [Ndviwg, akéun kar otnv
nepintoon nov xpnoiponolovvtal ta AE yia mv epun-
vela 1oV anotedeopdiov, Ssv Oa npénel o gpgvvntng va
£0T11dzel TNV MPOCOXN TOL avotnpd ota dpia EUNICTO0V-
vng, aAAd va AapBdvel coBapd vndwn tov Kai 10 £0POg
twv AE. Ze kdOe nepintwon, BEBaia, Oa npénel n npooco-
XN IOV gpevvnt®dV va eotidzetar ota AE kar éx1 ong
TINEG D.

[a v kandtepn kartavonon to®v napandve, Bewmpn-
ote ta 6e8opéva tov nivaka 2.2 O gpevvntng BEAe1 va
eNéyel n unbevikn vndéBeon 611 Sev vndpxel oxéon
petald ng ékBsong (tov npocbiopiotn) Kal tNg CLXVO-
ntag ep@dviong evog voonuarog. payparonoidviag
TOV KAtdAANAO oTATIOTIKO €NeyX0 MPOKULMTel 411 N TN
T0V p 1000Tal pe 0,14, ondte ot eninebo onpavukoNTAg
ioo pe 0,05 8ev anoppintetal n pndevikn vnéBeon. Eno-
HEV®OG, oVUE®YA UE TAd ANOTEAECOUATA ALTAG TNG PENE-
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g, Sev vndpxel oxéon petaft ékBeong Kal voonparog.
Qotdo0, £dv vrionoyiotel 0 AGYOG TV EMMNTOOEDV-TTL-
KVOTNT®V, 0 onoiog 1covtal pe 3,1, npokvnrtel 411 n ov-
xvoTnta Tov voonuartog ival 3 @opég peyanidrepn oTouvg
ekteBepévoug oe oxéon pe Touvg un ekteBeipévoug. Eno-
HEV®G, N ONUEIAKA EKTIUATPIA TOL PETPOL AmnoteAéopa-
10¢ vnodnAwvel oxéon petad ékBeong Kal cuxvitntag
1oL voonpatog. To 95% AE yia v uun 3,1 tov Adyov
IOV enMtOoemv-nukvotntov eivar 0,7-13. To yeyovdg
6u to 95% AE nepirapBdvel v «kpiociun» tpn, Snhadn
T povdda, onpaivel 411 n eKTipnNon 1oV ANOTEAECUATOS
Sev gival otaniotikd onpavikn os eninedo onpaviko-
mtag ioo pe 1-0,95=0,05. INapatnpadviag, wotdco, Ka-
rnolog ta 6pia tov AE, katannyel oto cvunépacua ot
vndpxel PErpla €m¢ 10Xvpn oxéon petalt €kBeong kai
voonuarog, napd to 41 0 oTaTiIoTKOg ENeYX0g LvModn-
Advel anovoia oxéong. ‘Oco mo otevd, e€dnnov, sival
10 AE, 1600 peyaditepn eival kair n akpiBeia tng ekri-
pnong, téoo mKpSTEPOo SnAadn eival to tuxaio o@dipa
g pedéing. AvtiBeta, dco mo svpt eivar to AE, téoo
HiKpdteEPN eival Kal n akpiBela g ektipnong, téoo pe-
yvanvtepo SnAadn eival 10 tuxaio o@AAua NG PENETNG.

6. H XYNAPTHZH TOY NMAPATHPOYMENOY
EMIMEAOY XHMANTIKOTHTAL

Zuxvd, Xpnolpgorolgital pia Kapnvdn, n «ocuvdptnon
1oL naparnpoVpevoy emnéSov onpavukontag» (p value
function) n «ocvvdptnon Tov SiacTNPATOG EUMOTOCVVNG»
(confidence interval function), érov oto 1810 Sidypappa
aneikovizovtalr 16co o1 TIPEG p OCO Kal Ol TIHEG TV
AE.1101133-35 Mg tn ouvvdptnon auvti Siamot®verar o
Adyog yia tov oroio npénel va npotpdrdl n Xpnion tov
AE évavn twv EZZ, via va ekppaotei 1o péyebog piag
oxéong Kal n akpiBeia piag ektipnong.

‘Onwg npoava@épbnke, n TIpA p ival pia otatiotikn
noodtnta nov prnopei va Bewpnbei wg éva pérpo ng
ovpBarétntag twv Sedopévmv piag peAEng Kai tng pn-
Sevikng vnéBeong. ‘Otav 10 vroAoy1ZOUEVO PETPO AMo-
teNéoparog eival o AGYoG TV ENMTIOCEMV-TTVKVOTAT®VY,
161e n undevikn vidBeon, mov cvvNBwG eAéyxetal, sival

IMivakag 2. YnoBetkd Sebopéva piag aitohoyikng penétng.’

"ExBeon
Nai ‘Ox1
[Nepimtéoeig voonparog 9 2
[MAnBuopoxpdvog (avBpwno-étn) 186 128
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éu o Ndyog avtdg 1oovtal pe tn povdda. [TV avti n
pn8evikn vndéBson vroNoyizetal, pe to KAtdAANAO ota-
TI0TIKO JOVTIENO, N TIPA p. ALTA N TIUN p anoteNel pérpo
g ovpBardtntag 1wv SeSopévmwy piag peNEIng Kal Ing
pun8evikng vndébeong, 61 SnAadn o AdYog TV EMNTw-
OEDV-TIVKVOTNT®V 1000Tal pe Tn povdda. O Adyog tov
ENITTOOEMV-TIVKVOTAT®OV propel, Bewpntikd, va AdBei
ornolaénmnote tpn and 1o pndév £wg 10 Anelpo, onorte,
avtiotoixa, pnopovv va eneyxBovv dneipeg vrioBEoeig.
KdBe vndéOson Oa avuiotoixei o’ éva Siagopenikd Adyo
EMIMTTOOE®V-TTVKVOTAT®V. !

H eikéva 4 avagéperar ota 8e8opéva tov nivaka 2.1
2Z1nv g1kéva avtn Aneikovizovtal o1 TINEG p MOL OLOIA-
onKA «eNéyxouvv» tn cvpBardinta petald 1wv Sebopé-
vov Tov nivaka 2 kair kdBe mBavng tipng tov Adyou
IOV EMMNTOCEMV-MTVKVOTATOV. H kaundAn napéxer v
TIUN p, n ornoia npokLMtel 61av 10XVel N UNSeVIKA LNG-
Beon, 6tav Snhadn o AGYog TV EMIMTOOE®V-TTVKVOTN-
TV 100VTal ge ™ povdda. Avth n TiuA p, MOL MPOKUVIMIE]
éneita and mv £@ApUoyn Tov KAtdAANAOL OTATICTIKOV
povtédov, sival 0,14. Zoupmva pe auth v Tipn p, étav
n upn a eivar 0,05, 16te 8ev anoppintetar n pnSevikn
vnéBeon, ondte, ec@anuéva, eivar Svvarév va Bewpnbei
éu 8ev vndpxel oxéon petald ékBsong Kar voonuarog.
To vynndTEPO onpueio g KAUNMOANG AVTIOTOIXEl o on-
pelakn ektpntpia ion pe 3,1 yia to AOYo TV EMMNT®-
OE®V-TIVKVOTNT®V. 2Tnv gikova 4, e€dAdov, paivovtal
kai ta AE yia tipi tov Adyou 1oV ENMTOCE®V-TIVKVOTN-
twv ion pe 3,1. To 95% AE via onpeiakn ekupnipia ion
pe 3,1 eivair 0,7-13. Edv, scpanpéva, xpnoiponoinBei to
AE o¢ vnokatdotaro tov EXZ, 161e 8gv anoppimntetal n
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AOYOG TV EMTMTOOEWV-TIUKVOTANTWV

Eixéva 4. H ovvdpmon tov napatnpotpevov emnéSov onpavukdin-
1ag, and v onoia npokvntovv 6Aa ta Slacthpara ePmotoovvng yia
p1a vroBeTikN pueAétn, otnv onoia o AGY0S TV EMMIOCEMY-MUKVOTATOY
ektunOnke wg 3,1.1
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pun8evikn vndéBeon, ondte Oa pnopovos va AexOesi éu
S6ev vndpxel oxéon petald €kBeong Kal voonparog. Qoto-
00, MapatnNP®VIag otnv eikéva 4 10 eVpog TV TIHOV
rov pnopei va AdBel o AGYog TV EMMTOCEDV-TIVKVOTN-
twv, Siamotdvetal ot vndpxel oxéon petald ékBeong
ka1 voonparog. H onpeiakn ekupnipia sival n upn ekei-
vn nov napovolidzel tn peyadvtepn ovpBardinta pe ta
6ebopéva tng penéng. H epunveia 6u Sev vndpxer oxé-
on petald ékBsong Kalr voonparog sivar eoganpévn, andd
kal pévo av Anebei vnéwn 41 N onPEIAKN EKTIUNTPIA
vnodnA@vel 61 1o véonpa sival 3 Qopég CUXVATEPO OTOLG
ekteBeIpévoug og ox€on pe Tovg un ektebeIpévoug. Zop-
emva pe v gikéva 4, e€dANov, o1 TIHEG Tov AGYOL TV
ENMTOCED®V-TIVKVOTAT®V Mov gival ovuBatég pe ta Se-
Sopéva tng penéing Kvpaivovtal nepinov perad 1-10,
yeyovog nov vnodniwvel Betikn oxéon petald ékBeong
KAl VOONPAtog, KAt NMov €pXetal o€ NANpn avtiBeon pe
NV gpUNVeid NG TIPAG p. ZUPMEPACUATIKA, N XpAoN NG
uung p via v e€ayoyn ac@an®v CLUNEPACHAT®V,
OXETIKA e TOV £Neyx0 piag vnobeong, sivar e€aipetikd
eno@anng Kai yI’ avtd cvotnvetal n xpnon tov AE.

H «ouvvdptnon tng tipAg p» napéxel éAa ta mbavd
AE vyia pa onpelakn ekupnipia nov Bpébnke oe pia
peAén.®® H «ovvdptnon tng tipig p» pnopei va kata-
OKevaotel akdpun KAl av Yvmpizel KArolog TNV avaodtepn
KAl TNV Katodtepn tpn gvég kar pévo AE. Opiopévol
gpeLVNTEG Bewpovv Tl N Yyvdon tng TIUAG p Npoobétel
nAnpo@opia os pia PeNétn Kal Nopévems gival anapai-
nn.* Qotéoo, n droyn avti sivar AavBaopévn, kabwg
n «oLVdPTNon TG TINNAG p» napéxel ta Vo Baoikd otol-
xela piag extipnong, kKAu 1o ornoio 8gv 10xVe1 é1av Xpn-
olporolgital n upn p:%

e To péyebog tng oxéong petalv npoadiopiot Kai €KBa-
ong
e Tnv axpiBeia tng pérpnong.

Ovoiaotikd, n «cuvdptnon NG TIPAG pP» Arotelel ué-
TPO €KTIUNONG TOL TLXAIOL 0PANPATOS O pia eménuio-
Aoyikn penémn. ‘Eva onoiobnnote AE vnoSniwvel 1o
péyebog tng oxéong petad npoodiopiotn Kai ékBaong,
ev®, napdAinia, kabopizel kKal 10 €0pog TNg cLVApIn-
ong NG TIPAG p, ONOTE AVTIKATOMNTPIZETAl UE ALTOV TOV
pdéno n axpiBeia tng pérpnong. I'lio cuvykexkpipéva, n
«OLYKEVTIP®ON» (concentration) Tng KAuMOANg yVp® and
N ONUEIAKN eKTIPATPIa vrnodnAdvel tnv akpiBeia tng
ektipnong. Mia «otevi» cuvdptnon tng TIPNAG p MPoép-
xetal and pia peAétn pe peydan axpiBeia, otnv onoia
ovppeteixav noAAd droua, v pia «gvpeia» cvvdptnon
NG TIPAG TOL P MPOEPXeTdl and pia PHEAETN PE UIKPN
akpiBeia, otnv onoia cvppeteixav Aiya dropa. H yvodon
evdg onolovdnnote AE enapkei yia va katackevaotei
oNS6kANpn n ovvdptnon g Tipng p. H yvdon g «ov-
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vdaptnong tng TIPNAG p» eival anapaitntn yia tv e€ayom-
yn ovunepacpdteov, ta ornoia sv ennpsdzovtal and pia
Kal pévo Tiun, Onwg n.x. eival n tPn p Mov avtioTolxel
ot pnSevikn vnébson du Ssv vrdpxel oxéon petald
npoodiopioth ka1 £kBaong.

H upn p nov npoékvywe and ta SeSopéva tov nmivaka
2 vnobnA@vel 611 Sgv vridpxel oxéon petalv npoodiopi-
om Kal ékBaong. Qotdéoo, 1o cvunépacpa avid sivai
AavBaocpévo, KabBwg, napatnpOdVIag KAnolog tn «cuvdp-
on tng TPNg p» (gik. 4), Siamotdver éu vrndpxel pé-
p1a ¢ 10XLPN oxéon petafv npoodiopiot kai €kBa-
ong.! Ta épia epmotocvvng evdg AE, étav AapBdvovtal
¢ eVBEIKTIKA TG ocuvdpTnong NG TIUAG P, AMEIKOVIiZovy
10 péyebog kal tnv akpiBeia piag exktipnong. Avrtibera,
pia tipn p 8ev Snhdvel 1o péyebog piag oxéong kai v
akpiBeia tng ektipnong, napd pévo to Babud cvpBartd-
ntag petaV 1wv Sedopévmv piag peAEINg Kal tng un-
Sevikng vrdBeong.

7. LYNOWH

Ta tedevtaia xpdvia ackeital Evtovn KpPITIKA TN XpRon
IOV eNEYX®V TNG OTATIOTIKAG ONPAVIIKOTNTAG S MPK-
Tapx1KoL «gpyadeiov» (KUPIOL HEOOVL) yiA TNV EKTIPNON
g Se1ypatkig petaBAnténtag otig emOnuIoAOVIKES
penéteg. I'lapd 10 yeyovdg avtd, apketd emotnpovikd
nep1o8i1kd, akdoun Kal CAPEPA, anaitovv I XpAon Tov
EZ¥ yia tn Snpooisvon twv pedstdv.! Ze pia emdnpio-
Aoyikn pedétn, ovvNBwg, o epevyntng BéAel va pedetn-
oel av vndpxel oxéon avdpeoa oe évav npoodiopiot
kal wa ékBaon. Ze wa térola mepintowon, n pnSsvikn
vnéBeon, ovvNBwg, eival ot Sev vndpxel oxéon avdpe-
oa otov npoacdiopiotn kai tnv £ékBaon. Eivar npogavég
61 n undevirn vnéBeon kabopizetar and to 1 BNl va
penetnoel o gpevvntng. [apd 1o yeyovdg o1, akdun Kai
ONpPEPA, APKETOI XPNOILOMNOIOVV TOLG eNEYXOUVE TNG OTA-
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TIOTIKAG onpavtkotntag Kai g tpég p via v e€aym-
YN ovunepacpdinv, sival @avepd ot o1 TiPég p anote-
AoV annd éva ocvvexég pérpo tng ovpBartdtntag petald
¢ pndevikAG vnéBeong Kal twv Sebopévmv piag pené-
ng.? AvBaipeto kpithpio avtig tng cvpBatdtntag arno-
tenel n PN @, mov kaBopizetal and tov gpevvntn. ‘Etol,

avti tov EZZ, npoteivetal n xpnon tov AE.

To AE eival éva gbpog¢ tipdv yopm and pia onpueiakn
eKTIPNNTPIA, rov Seixvel 1o péyebog tng oxéong petald
npoo8iopiotn kai ékBaong, kabd¢ kar 1o Babud otat-
onKkNng axkpiBeiag tng extipnong. To enineo spmotoocv-
vng hapBdvetar avBaipeta, annd yia kdbe enineSo eum-
otoobvng 10 £0POG ToL SiacTAPAtog ekEPAzel TNV AKPI-
Beia g péipnong. 'Eva evpttepo AE vnoSnacdver pui-
kpotepn akpiBelia, eved éva otevdotepo AE vnoSnhdvel
peyaniepn akpiBeia. To avdtepo dpio Kal 1o KAatdTEpo
épi1o tov AE givar ta épia epmotoocvvng. ‘Eva 95% AE
onpaivel 011 edv emAéyovtav tvxaia 100 Seiyparta and
tov nAnBuopd Kar xpnoiporolobviav avtd ta Sesiyuarta
via va vnonoyiotovv 100 Siagopetuird AE yia éva pé-
1po anoteAéoparog, 1éte ta 95 and ta 100 AE Ba nepie-
AduBavav v npaypatiki 1A Tov HETPOL anoteNEoua-
T0G y1a TO oLYKEKPIPNEVO NANBvopd kal ta 5 oxi. [Npénel
va onpeiodei éu 95% AE Sev onuaivel 6t ta 95% opia
€UMOTOOVVNG MOV €XOLV MPOKVYPE! and pia PeAETN Te-
pIEXoLV TNV aAnBivi TIPN Tov PETPOL ANOTENECUATOS UE
95% mBavotnrta.’?® Ténog, ta AE Sev npénel va xpnoi-
porolodvial w¢ LNOKATACTATA TOV eNEYX®V TNG OTATI-
OTIKAG onpavtikOTNIag yia mv andppipn N 0x1 tng pn-
Sevikng vnéBeong. O EZZ ka1 n tipyA tov p nov npokv-
ITE1, AMoTeNoVV 0LOIACTIKA éva pétpo tng ovpBartdtntag
petaV ng pndevikng vndéBeong kal twv SeSopévemv piag
peAéng. Ta AE npoo@épouvv emmnAéov pia eKtipnon tov
pey£éBoug tng oxéong petad npoodiopiotn Kai ékBaong,
eV®d anoteNovv Kal pérpo tng akpiBeiag avtig tng on-
HEIAKAG eKTiUNONG.
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An epidemiologic study can be viewed as an exercise in measurement. As in any measurement, the goal is to

obtain an accurate result, with as little error as possible. There are three types of error; random error, systematic

error and confounding. Random error is nothing other than variability in the data that cannot be readily

explained. If an epidemiologic study is thought of as an exercise in measurement, then the result should

provide, usually, an estimate of a measure of effect. Ideally, the analysis of data and the reporting of results
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should quantify the magnitude of that measure of effect and portray the degree of precision with which it is
measured. Statistical estimation provides these quantities. When an estimate is presented as a single value, it is
referred to as a point estimate. To indicate the precision of the point estimate, a confidence interval is used,
which is a range of values around the point estimate. A wide confidence interval indicates low precision and a
narrow interval indicates high precision. The reason for the use of confidence intervals is that a point estimate,
being a single value, cannot express the statistical variation or random error that underlies the estimate.
Confidence intervals are used to indicate the amount of random error in the estimate.
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