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1. EIXATQrH

H npédm BiBAoypagikih avagopd yia v Gnapén
ovox€tiong Petall TV avENUEVOY CLYKEVIPOOEMY TOL
ouvpikoL of€og oto aipa kal g Kapdiayyeiarkng véoou
éyive 1o 1886.7 To 1951, mia peném oe voondevdue-
voug aocBeveig £€6e1€e 611 ool énacxav and kapdiayyel-
akn véoo napovoiazav VYNASTEPES TIHES OLPIKOV 0EE0G
oto nAdopa.! ‘Exktote, akoNobOnoav noAAEG emSnuiono-
VIKEG Kal KAIVIKEG HPeNETEG, Mov mnpoondBOnocav va ov-
OXE£TICOLY TNV MAPOLOIA LIIEPOLPIXAINIAS PE TNV KaAp-
Siayyeiakn véoo. Mdaiota, ta tedevtaia xpdvia 1o oxe-
TIKG gpevVnTIKG evdlagépov €xel avinbei, KaBd¢ vndp-
XOoLV @dpuaka ta oroia, ekI6¢ TV AAA®V Spdoswv,
HEIOVOLY Kal TO oLPIKO of0, pe mbavég svpeveig em-
8pdoeig oto kapdiayyeiakd ocbotnpa. Qotdoo, Sev £xel
aképa Sievkpiviotel n akpiBng ovoxétion petad tov
ouvpikoL 0€€og Kal Tng Kapdiayyelakng véoov, av Snia-
&n avtd anotenel ave€dpinto napdyovia kapdiayyeiak-
ob KIvdLvoL N anid sival évag Seiking twv Nén kabie-
POUEVOY MApayOvImv Kapdiayyeliakod Kiv&ivov.

Zkornog Ing napovoag avackornnong eival n napov-
olaon twv BiBAoypagik®v SeSopévmwv oxXeTIKG pe v
enidpaon tov ovpikoL oféog oto Kapdiayyelakd cvoTn-
pa téoo otov vyin nAnBvopd, oo Kair ota dropa mnov
napovoidzovv av€npévo kapdiayyelakd Kivbuvo.

2. OYZIOAOTIA

To ovpiké o€V anotedel 10 1eNIKS NMPoidv tov KataBo-
AlopOL T®V MOLPIVEVY, pia 084¢ mov KartaAvetal and 1o
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évzupo ofe1i8don tng €avbivng. Zta nepicodrepa zwa
rnov 81aBétovv 10 €vzLpo ovpikdon, ta emineda Tov ov-
pikovL o&éog eivar xapnnd (0,5-2,0 mg/dL) ka1 1o tehi-
KO mpoidv tov karaBodiopov tou eivar n andavrioivn.
Avtifeta, otov GuBpwrno kalr og opicpévoug mMONKoug,
AOY® petddAalng twv yoviSiov nmouv K®SIKomolovv 1o
€évzupo ovpikdon, ta enineda tov ovpikoL offog sival
vpnidtepa (3-10 mg/dL).2 O1 avBpwnodyor vrnootn-
pizovv 61 n napandve petdddadn npayuparonomnbnke
npiv ané 20 skaroppdpia xpovia ota naaiola g Quol-
KNG €MAOYNG, MPOKEINEVOL va aviiotabpiotel n andieia
g evboyevovg obvbeong tng Bitapivng C kai va aviu-
karaotaBei and pia AAAn avtoleibwtkn ovoia, SnAadn
and 1o ovpikd 080.% ‘Etol, evd apxikd to ouvpiké ofhd
xpnoipeve w¢ avtiofeldwukrn ovoia, o1 adAayEg rov
ennnBav otig ocuvvOnkeg SiaBiwong tov avBpwnov odn-
YNoav otnv anoAeld Tng NPOCTATELTIKNG Tov 18141tntag,
He anotéNeopa ONUEPA VA OLOXETizetal pe avinpévo
rapdiayyelakd KivSuvo.

To obvono oxeb8év 1ov ovpikoL oféog Tov aiparog
8inBeitar evepyntuikd oto veppiké oneipapa. Metd and
™ &iNBnon tov avtd snavappo@dral ota eyyOS £OTEL-
papéva ooinvdpia Kar pévo pia JKpn nocdtnta anek-
Kkpivetal ota obpa npepnoiong. H adt€non tov emnédov
TOL OLPIKOV 0&€og cLVNBWG opeideTal otn peimon g
aAnékKPIoNG Tov Kal AIlYOTEPO OTNV LIEPMAPAY®YN TOL
Ady® avgnpévouv kataBodiopol tov novpivav.? Ta vyn-
Ad enineSa ovpiko oféog oto aipa oxetizovtal pe nv
KATtavdA®won O1vonvebPatog, v nAovola O MOVPIVES
Siatpopn, ™ peioon g VEEPIKAG ALITOLPYIag Kal pe
abd&non tov puBPOL MOAAANAACIACHOV KAl KATACTPOPNG
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tov Kuttdpov.? Eniong, n Adwn @apudreov, oneg sivai
1a S1ovpnTKA Kal n KukAoonopivn, av€dvouvv Tg ov-
VKEVIPWOEIS TOL OLPIKOL o&éog oto aipa.’ Avtibeta, n
Aooaptdvn, évag avaotoNéag v LNOSOXEmV Tng ay-
velotaoivng II, peidver ta enineda tov ovpikod oéog
oto nAdopa avactéANovTag v enavappd@non Tov oTo
eyyU¢ eorneipapévo ooAnvdpio.’ Ta oiotpoydva peidvovy
10 oVPIKO 0€0 péow ad&nong ng aAnéKKPIoNg ToL and
Toug veppovs.’ H eniSpaon twv olotpoyévev ota eri-
neda tov ovpikoL offog paiveral and Tnv napartnpove-
vn av€non tev emnédov oL Petd and v eppnVonav-
on, KaBw¢ kar and 1o yeyovog ot n Begparneia oppovi-
KNG LMNOKAtdotaong HEIOVEL Ta eminedd 1oV OTIG PETEP-
pnvoriavolakég yovvaikeg.®

INoANég pedéreg €6e1€av On ta enineda tov OLPIKOV
of€o¢ oto aipa oxetizovial pe noANoVS and Tovg KAAoI-
KOUG anNd Kal Toug vedtepoug napdyovieg kapdiayyeia-
KoV Kiv&Vvov, dnwg eivalr n nAikia, 1o dppev @LAO, n
apInpIakn LNEPTAcn, o carxapaddng 8iaBnng, n vneptpi-
yAvkepiSalpia, n naxvoapkia Kai to petaBohikd cvv-
Spopo.”?

3. OYPIKO OZY KAI KAPAIAITEIAKH NOXOX
2TO TENIKO NMAHOYXMO

Ta svpnparta and 1g vrdpxovoeg PEAETES YiA TN OXE-
on ouvpikoV o€éog kar kapdiayyeiakol Kivdhvov otov
vy nAnBuvopd sivar avugankd. Ta anoteAéopara g
penéing Framingham €8eiav tnv Onap&n piag acBe-
voUg ovoxétniong petald twv emmnéSwv ovpikol oféog
nAdoparog Kai tng Kapdiayyelakng vooov pévo otig
yuvaikes.’? H oxéon avtn 8ev napéusive otanotika
onpaviikn 6tav otnv avdivon cvunepieAn@dnoav kai
dAdor napdyovieg KapSiayyeiakov kivSvvovu. Avtibeta,
8ev Bpébnke kdmola onpavtkn cvoxétion petald touv
oupIKoL 0&€og Kal Tng Kapdiayyelakng vooov oTov av-
6pikS MANBvopd avtng tng peAéng.’”

[Napdpoia ntav ta gvpnupara v Hu et al, o1 onoiol,
HEAETOVTAG TN GLVOAIKN BuntdTnTa o LYIN NAIKIGUEVA
dropa, 8ev Bprikav otatiotikd onNPAVTIKA CLUOXETION UE-
1afV twv emnédmv ToL oLPIKOL 0fEog Kal Tov Kapdiay-
yvelakoL Kivdvvov. ! Zin peaétn MONICA Augsberg, eri-
ong 8ev Bpébnke onpavikn cvoxétion petald Tov ovpl-
KOV 0€€0¢ Kal ToL gpuEPAyYpaATog tov pvokapdiov.?

Ze avtiBeon pe ta napandve svpnuarta Bpiokovral ta
aroteAéopara HeyAA®V HENETOV, onwgs eivalr n Chicago
Industry Heart Study, n NHANES 1 kai n ARIC. Zv-
yrekpipéva, otn Chicago Industry Heart Study, mov Atav
wa npoonukn peAétn Sidpkeiag 12 stdv oe 2.400 ep-
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yazopevoug, Bpébnke 6 ta enineSa tov ovpikoL offog
nAdoparog oxetizovrav ave€dpinta andé dAAovg napd-
yovieg Kiv&bvou pe av€npévn kapdiayyeiakn voonpo-
rta kai Bvntémta oto yvvaikeio nAnBvoud.’® Opoiwg,
o1 penéteg NHANES 1 kair ARIC é8si€av 6u ta enineba
1oL oVPIKOL 0&€0g oxetizovtav Oetikd pe av€npévo kap-
Siayyeiako kivBuvo otig yuvaikes naikiag >45 etcdv./47°

O1 Alderman et al, oe pia avddvon towv 8cSopéveov
petd and v onokAnpwon tng penétng NHANES 1 kai
n onoia nepienduBave peyadvrepo apiBud teAIKOYV cLU-
Bapdtwv, £€6e1i€av 611 n ocvoxétion TV emMNES®V TOL
oLPIKOL 0E£0¢ pe T Kapdiayyelakn véoo enekrevotav
ka1 otov avdpiké minBuvopd.’® H avdivon tov Sebopé-
vov pe Bdon t @uAn Kai to evdo £€8&1€e 611 n enipaon
0L OoLPIKOV 0&€og otov Kapdiayyelakd kivBuvvo eivai
peyadltepn otn padpn @LAAR Kal oto BNAL EOHN0.1¢ Ze
ovpeovia pe ta napandve eival Kai 1a eupnpara mg
penéing Honolulu Heart Study.?”

e pedén tov Mazza et al, Bpébnke 611 ota NAIKI®GUE-
va dropa 1o oupikd ofV anotedei avedpinto Npoyvem-
oTIkG napdyovta eP@AVIONS AYYEIAKOL EYKEPANKOV
eneicodiov.’® O1 Aboa Eboule et al £é6s1€av éu otig yuvai-
KEG TO 0LPIKS 080 oxetizetanr Oetikd pe ™ Buntétnta and
otepaviaia voco.?”” Téhog, o1 Niskanen et al £€6c1€av o1
dtopa nov gp@avizovv vynAd enineda ovpikoL ofEog
OTO aipa €xouvv peyadlTeEPO OXETIKO KivSuvo yia kap-
Siayyelakn véco.?

4. OMAAEX YWHAOY KAPAIAITEIAKOY KINAYNOY

4.1, Zakxapnong diaBRTng

Mia npoontikn pedén Sidpreiag 10 etdv oe 8.000
acBeveig pe cakxapddn SiaBnin ténov 2 £618e 611 dro-
1A PE OLYKEVIPOOEIS OLPIKOL 0&€og oto aipa >6,5 mg/
dL napovoiazav 30% vywnAdtepo kivbuvo eugpdviong
kapdiayyeiakoL eneicodiov. H napandve oxéon ntav
ave€dpin and v napovcia v KAACIKGOV napayov-
v Kapdiayyeiakol Kivdhvou.? MeAétn twv Tseng et al
£6¢e1€e 61 1a enineda tov ovpikoL 0fEog oto aipa oxeti-
zovtal Betikd ka1 ave€dptnta pe v ep@dvion nePIPepl-
KNG aptnplondBeiag oe acBeveic pe cakxapddn S1abn-
 tonov 2.2 EmnAéov, os pia dAAn pedétn Bpébnke St
oe dropa pe oakxapddn SiaBitn tomov 2 ta vywndd
enineda ovpikoL 0f€og OTO aija oxetizovtal pe v gp-
@dvion ve@pikng avendpkeiag.?? Mia npéogartn epya-
oia pag €8s1€e 4 ta enineda tov ovpPIKOL 0fEog oXeTi-
Zovtal pe peioon tng aoptikng Siatacipdtntag oe dropa
pe oakxapaddn SiaBnm tdnov 2, nov wg Yyvm»otov ano-
1edel napdyovta kapdiayyeiakot Kiv&bvouv.?
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4.2. Kapdiakr) avemipkeia

H pedémn tov Anker et al £€6e1€e 611 oe voonAevdue-
voug aocBeveig pe kapdiakn avendpkela ta avénpéva
enineda ovpikoL 0&€og anoteAodoAV TOV 1IGXVPOTEPO TMPO-
YVoTiKO napdyovia, téco yia mv emBiomon dco kai
via t 8idpkeia tng voonieiag.?’ Ta enineda, pdiiota,
10V 0LPIKOL 0€€0g anoteAovoaV 1GXLPATEPO MPOYVMOTI-
k6 napdyovta og cVYKplon pe to Khdopa e€dBnong tng
apiotepng Kolniag kal tnv katavddwon ofuydvov, rnouv
eivar 800 kabiepwpévor Seikteg ng Bapltntag tng Kap-
Si1aknig avendpkeiag.? Linv i8ia peAétn Bpébnke 411 oe
aoBeveig pe enineda ovpikovL oféog >9,7 mg/dL n Bun-
omémta ota 3 xpovia ntav 77%.%° Te pia npdogamn
penétn BpéBnke 611 oe acbeveic pe xXpovia kapSiakn
avendpkela n xopnynon yia pia eéB8opudda avactonémv
g o€e18dong tng €avbivng, tov gvzipov Snnadn nov
KAtaAvel TNV Napaymyn tov oupikoL of€og, MpokANeoe
abd&non NG MePIPEPIKAG AIPATIKAG PONG Kal peimon tng
napayoyng enevbépwv pizadv ofuydvov.?

4.3. Ayyelokd YKePOAIKO eTeioddio

O1 Weir et al Bprikav 411, og voonnsvdpevoug acBeveig
HE ayVEIaKO eYKEQPANIKO £Me1oO810, O CUYKEVIPWOEIG TOL
oupikoV oféog oto aipa anotenoVoav ave€dptnto mnpo-
YUOOTIKO napdyovia gu@dviong HEANOVTIKOU Kapdiay-
yelakoL eneicodiov yia ta endpeva 2 xpdvia.?” Opoing, ol
Chamorro et al ka1 Cherubini et al €6e1€av éu acBbeveig
rnov €xouvv LYNAA enineda ovPIKOL 0E0¢ MAPOLCIAZOLY
xe1pdTepn MPoyvmon petd and ofd eyKe@anikd eneiod-
610.2522 Maniota, o1 oLYYPAPEIS TV MaApAndve UENETOV
npoteivovv 611 o aocBeveig nov £xovv vnootel ayyeiako
eYKe@ANIKO £r1e100810 ta enneda tov ovpikoL o€Eog NNa-
oparog Ba pnopovoav va anotedéocovy ave€dptnto npo-
YUoOTIKO napdyovta kapSiayyeiakoy Kiv&ivov.

4.4. ApTnpiokn uTrépTaON

Av€npéva enineda ovpikoL oéog nadoparog Bpioko-
vtal oto 75% 1tov acBevdv pe Kaxonbn aptnplakn v-
népraon. H vnegpovpixaipia otnv katdotaon avtn oei-
Aetal otn pei®on TNG AIPATIKAG PONG MPOG TOLE VEPPOUG,
rnov éxel wg anotédeopa mv avénpévn enavappdenon
0L 0VLPIKOL 0&£0¢.%° Zn penétn SHEP Bpébnke o1 o
aoBeveic pe aptnpiakn vnépraon ta enineda ouvpikov
oféo¢ nAdoparog anotedovoav ave€dpinto napdyovia
kapSiayyelako Kivddvov.*! Opoiwg, 0o pedéreg nov
agopovoav og MANBLOPS LIEPTACIKGOV atopwv £6s1§av
10XVvpN Kal ave€dptntn cLOXETION TV eMMNES®YV TOL OL-

p1koL 0&€og pe v kKapdiayyelakn voonpdtnta kai Bvn-

A. TIATIAZA®EIPOITIOYAOY kar N. TENTOAOYPHZ

161nta.’2%% Mdniota, otnv noAvnapayovtikn avaivon Bpé-
Bnke 611 n ad&non tov ovpikoL oféog katd 1 mg/dL
eixe 10 1610 anotédeopa oto cLVOAIKS Kapdiayyelakd
Kiv&uvo pe tnv adgnon g CLOTONIKNG APTNPIAKNAG Tlie-
ong katd 10 mmHg ka1 tng oNKAG XoANoTEPOANG MAG-
oparog katd 20 mg/dL.33 H pévn pedén os nanBuopd
LMEPTACIKAOV acBevadv nov ev £8e1€e onpaviikn cLoXE-
1ion petall twv emnédmv Tov oLPIKOL 0EE0¢ Kal Touv
rapdiayyeiakot kKiwvdvvou eivar n Syst-Eur Trial, otnv
onoia o oxetikég kivBuvog npocéyyize n povada.?

5. EMIAPAZH ®APMAKEYTIKON OYZION
2TA EMIMEAA OYPIKOY O=EOX

O1 Athyros et al, otn pedétn GREACE, nov agopov-
oe oto anoténeopa ng Bepaneiag tng Svohimbaipiag pe
aropBaotartivn omv kapdiayyeiakn Buntéinta, £6si§av
61 otv opdda tng evtatkng Oepaneiag pe artopBacta-
tivn ta enineda tov ovpikoL oféog NAdouAtog peION-
kav katd 8,2%, oe avtibeson pe tnv opdda g cvuBari-
KkNg Bepaneiag, dnov nmapatnpnBnke ad&non tov ovpi-
KoV o€éog katd 3,3%.% O1 {8101 cvyypagsic nepiéypa-
wav 411 n peioon tov ovpikoL oféog oto nAdopa kard 1
mg/dL ovvbvazdtav pe onpavurn (katd 24%) peioon
ToL KIVEVVoL gupdviong kapdiayyeiakol ensicodiov.*®
O1 ovyypageig, yia va eppnvedoOLY TNV €LVOIKN €Mi-
Spaon g peiwong tov ovpikoL oféog otov Kapdiay-
velakd kivBuvo, mpdteivav wg mbavd pnxaviopd mv
napatnpnBeioa BeAtimon tng ve@pIKNg Asitovpyiag, ve-
yovdg nov éxel emBeBaiwbei kar and dAAeg pedéreg.*

2w pedéin LIFE, nmov ouvvékpive ta amotedéopara
g Oepanciag pe évav avactoNéa TV LIMOSOXEWV NG
ayvyelotaoivng I (Aoocaptdvn) évavt evdg B-aSpevepyi-
KoV amnokAelotn (atevoNdnn), Bpébnke 1 otovg acbe-
vei¢ mov edduBavav Aoocaptdvn napatnpnbnke peioon
v ennéSwv ovpikoLv 0fEog, n omnola oxetzdtav e
peimon t@v Kapdiayyelakdv eneicodiov, oe cOYKpion
pe tovg acBeveig nov eAdpBavav artevordvn.’” inv i8ia
HeAETn Kal agob £yive 816pBmwon w¢ npog v enidpaocn
AAA®V napayoviev, onwg eivar n xpnon S10VpNTIKOY
Kal n veEpikn Aeitovpyia, BpéBnke 611 10 29% tng gvvoi-
KNG eniSpaong ¢ Aooaptdvng o@eINdTav otn Pei®on
TOV OLYKEVIPAOEMY TOL OLPIKOV 0€E0G oTO aipa.

H xopniynon ainornovpivodng oe acBeveig mov vno-
Bannovtar os aoproote@aviaia napdkapyn OxeTizeral
He peimon 1@V Kapdiayyelakdv emniokadv.* To {810
gvePYETIKN gival n Beparieia pe andonovpivéin oe acBde-
veig pe kapSiakn avendpkeia Kai pe 81atatiki puokap-
SiondBe1a.?? Emnnéov, oe acBeveic nov Bpiokovrtar oe
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av€npévo kivBuvo ek&NAwong kapdiayyeiakov erneico-
8iov n Beparnieia g vgpovpixaipiag pe aAAonovPIvoAn
BeAtiddvel ™ Asitovpyia touv evSoBniiov.?’ Mia pedéin
oe dropa pe npdogara Siayvwopévn 181onabn aptnpia-
KN vnépraon Kai vrnepovpixaipia £6ei€e 611 n peimon
TV emnESmV ToL OLVPIKOV 0EE0¢ PE TN XOpAyYNon ANNo-
novPIVOANG eiXe WG ANotéAeopa tn peioon g aptnpia-
KNG nisong.#

6. MHXANIZMOI APAZHX TOY OYPIKOY O=EOZX

Apketég pedéteg oe meipapardzeoa Ssixvouvv 611 n
LIMEPOLPIXAIPIA OXETIZETAI PHE TNV EUPAVION APTNPIAKNG
vnépraong Kai Ve@pikng véoov. 24 Fe dropa pe apin-
plakn vnépraon, Ta vVYnAd enineda ovpikoL of€og npo-
KANoVV oLOoMacn TOV VEPPIKOV apINpidV Kal €VEPYO-

nofnon ToL CLOTAPATOS pevivng-ayyelotacivng.#

Zm BiBAloypagia avagépovial apketoi pnxaviopoi
OXETIKA pe Tn Suopevn enipacn TV LYNAGDY eMNESoV
ouvpikoL o€éog oto kapdiayyeiakd ovotnua. ‘Etol, Bpé-
Bnke 61t 1a vYnAd enineda ovpikoL oéog nMAdoparog
npodyovv v ofeibwon g LDL-xoAnotepding, v
napayoyn eAevbépwv pizov ofuydvou Kal 1o ofeibmt-
KO stress, Mov ®¢ Yvwotév cvuBdndovv ot Siadikacia
ng abnpookAnpuvong. >4 EmnAéov, oe dropa pe oéa
ote@aviaia ocbudpopa ta vwnAd enineda ovpikov ofEog
av€dvouy ™ CLYKOAANON TV AlPoNeTadiov, n omnoia
arotedel v apxikn 8iatapaxn tng Siadikaciag mnov
obnyei otn &npiovpyia BpouBwv.#” O1 Waring et al £6¢1-
€av 611 n xopnynon ovpikoL 0f€og os LYIN dtopa Mpo-
kdheoe Suoneitovpyia g e€aptduevng and 1o evdobn-
Ao ayye1081acTonng, péowm peiopévng aneAevBépmwong
povo&eibiov 1ov az@rov and ta evboBniiaxd kuttapa.?®
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EmnAéov, to oupiké ofb npodyel tov noAAanAaciacpd
TOV NElOV LKAV KUTTAPGOV TOV AYYEI®V Oe neipapard-
zoa, av€dvel v anedevBépwon 1wiepNevKivng-18 kai
WIEPAELKIVNG-6 KAO®DEG Kal Tov Mapdyovia VEKP®ONG
1oV 6ykowv (TNF-a) ané ta povokirrapa.#?%? npeiddve-
ta1 eniong 41 1a enineda tov ovPIKOL 0LE0g oXeTizovtal
He TO MAXOG TOL £0M-PECOL XITAOVA TV KAPOTIB®V
(intima-media thickness), nov amnotenel yvwotd Ssikin
kapdiayyeiakov kKivEbvov.>!

7. LYMITEPAZMATA

Zuvowizovtag, otov vyin NANBLoud Sev €xel SieLKPI-
viotel pe oa@nveia n ev8exdpevn cvoxétion petald g
LIMEPOLPIXAIPIAG KAl T®V KAPSIayYEIaK®OU VOONuUATmy.
H napandve Suvokodia ogesidetal oto yeyovdg o6 yia
NV gp@duion g Kapdiayyeiakng véoou GUUHUETEXOLY
nonNoi napdyovteg, dnw¢ n naxvoapkia, n Svonimdai-
pia, n aptnpiakn vnépraon Kai n vnepyAvkaipia. Ouwg,
oe nAnBuopovE LYNAOL KapdiayyelakoL KIv8BVov, Onmg
eival ta dropa pe carkxapaddn 81aBnn, aptnpiakn vnép-
Taon Kail KapSiakn avendpkela, ol LNAPXOLOES PENETEG
Seixvouv om ta av€npéva enineSa ovpikov offog arote-
Aovv ave€dptnto napdyovta kapdiayyeiakov KivSvvouv.
AeSopévov 61 og avtd ta dropa n Buntdnrta and Kap-
Siayyeiakd aitia napapével vYPYnAN napd TV ArNoTeAE-
OUATIKA QUTIHETOMON TOV KAACIKGOV Mapayovi®v Kap-
SiayyeiakoL Kiv&vvov, eival BéBaio 611 cuppetéxovv Kai
dAdor napdyovteg. ‘Evag tétolog napdyoviag mBavov
va sival n vnepovpixaipia. Anaitovvrai, ®otdco, MePIo-
odtepa otoixeia and NMPooMnTKEG KAVIKEG PEAETEG, MPO-
kelpévou va 81evKpivioTel n oXEon TOL OLPIKOL 0EEOG pe
1a kapdiayyeiakd voonuara.
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Uric acid as a cardiovascular risk factor
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The relationship between high plasma levels of uric acid and cardiovascular disease was described for first time

at the end of the 19th century. Since then several epidemiological and clinical observations on the topic have

been reported, but the data on the relationship between serum uric acid and cardiovascular disease in the

general population are contradictory. Recent studies suggest that high serum uric acid levels may be an

independent risk factor for cardiovascular disease in individuals already at high risk, such as patients with

diabetes mellitus, hypertension and heart failure. Intervention with medications which reduce serum uric acid

levels is associated with reduction in cardiovascular morbidity and mortality. Several potential mechanisms have



566

A. TIATIAZA®EIPOITIOYAOY kar N. TENTOAOYPHZ

been proposed to explain the association between high serum uric acid levels and cardiovascular disease,

including increased platelet adhesiveness, oxidative stress, endothelial dysfunction and smooth muscle cell

proliferation in patients with hyperuricemia. Large-scale prospective trials, especially in high-risk individuals, are

needed to clarify the potential relationship between hyperuricemia and cardiovascular disease.

................................................................................................................................................................................

Key words: Arterial hypertension, Cardiovascular disease, Diabetes mellitus, Uric acid
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