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Kapdioxeipouvpyiké emeppaceig
Kot Kivduvog ékmtwong
TWV VONTIKWV AEITOVPYIWV

H ékntwon Twv vonTIKwv AEITOUPYIWV S1aylyvwoKETAL PE auaVOLIEVT GUXVO-
NTA WG METEYXEIPNTIKN EMITAOKN KAPSIOXEIPOUPYIKWY EMEUPATEWY, TOGO
O€ TIEPUMTWOELG EMAEKTIKNG XEIPOUPYIKNG A0PTOCTEPAVIAIAG TTAPAKAUYNG,
600 Kal 08 AANEG LOPPEG KAPSIAYYEIAKWVY XEIPOUPYIKWV EMEUPATEWV. INn-
MEWVETAL OTI TAPA TO YEYOVOG TWGE VONTIKN EKMTWON UMopEi va cupfei kat
META amod N KapSIOXEIPOUPYIKEG EMEUPATELG, N GUXVOTNTA TNG €ival TTOAD
uPnAdTEPN HETA OMO KAPSIOXEIPOUPYIKEG eEMEUPBATEIG. Av Kal n artia Tng
VONTIKNG EKMTWAONG MOV eU@avi{eTal HETA Ao KapSI0XEIPOUPYIKEG EMeUPA-
o¢lg Oev €xel SlaocaPnVvioTei, APKETOi MAPAYOVTEG KIVOUVOU £XOUV avayvw-
ploTei, Omw¢ n mpoxwpenuévn nAikia mou mepLopilel To vonTike andOepa Kat
eMNPEAdeL TNV IKAVOTNTA AVOXH G Kat avakapyng amod eyke@alikn BAafn, To
XOUNAG TIPOEYXEIPNTIKO eMimeSO TNG VONTIKAG AEITOUPYIAG, N EKTETAMEVN
apTNPIOOKANPWTIKN VOOOG, 0 cakxapwdng Siapnitng Kat ot avnuéveg ov-
YKEVTPWOELS TG MPWTEIvVNG S100 Kat TNG €18IKNAG EVOAAONC TWV VEUPWVWY,
mou amotehouv deikTeg eyke@alKnG BAAPNG. H amoucia Kovig Kat oagoig
0£0NG OXETIKA e TA AiTIa KAL T QUOIKN LOTOPIa TNG EKMTWONG TNG VONTIKAG
A&ttoupyiag peTa amo Kapdloxelpoupyikég emepPAcelg oeileTal, O peydlo
Babud, oto yeyovog oti ol peNéTeg Tou €xouv Sie§ayOei péxpt onuepa éxouvv
ONHAVTIKOUG peEBoSoloyikoug TiEpLopIooUG. OLTIEPIOoPIGHOI auToi opeilovTal
(a) oTn Xpon pn KaBopIGHEVWY SIOYVWOTIKWY KPITNEIWV yid TNV EKTIKNON
™G vonTikig Suchettoupyiag, (B) otnv avemapkn emAoyr opddag eAéyxou,
(Y) otV avemtuxn Kot cuxvotata meploplopévn emAoyn SoKIHaciwv yia tnv
EKTIUNON TWV VONTIKWV AEITOUPYIWV Kal (8) oTov avemapKn EAeyXo yia Umap-
&n mpoimdpyovacag vonTikAg EKmTwaong. Ot moAL mpocpateg mpoodol oTov
TOpéa TNG aKpLBOoUG S1dyvwong TG RMAG VONTIKNAG EKMTTWONG Kal ThG dvolag
o€ NAIKIwpéva ATopa, YE T XPRoN KAMVIKWY, ATTEIKOVIOTIKWY Kal BlOXNUIKWV
Selktwy, emtpémnel o€ peydlo Babud tnv EKMOVNON HEAETWV XWPIG TIG TTa-
pamdvw eNAeiPelg. Etoy, gival Suvatdv orjpepa, pe Tn dievépyeia KataAAnia
oxedlaopévwy epeuvay, va e§ax000V 0APECTEPA CUUTEPACHATA OXETIKA UE
™V TPOANYN, TNV TPOYVWOT Kal TIG SUVATOTNTEG AVTILETWIONG TG VONTIKAG
EKMITWONG PETA ATTO KAPSI0XEIPOUPYIKEG EMEUPATELG,.
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1. EIZArQrH

AvVTIKElpEVO TNG MapoUoaG avaoKomnong givat n ma-
pouaciaon UE KPITIKO TPOTIO TWV ATTOTEAECUATWY EPELVWV
TTOU €XOUV UEAETAOEL TN OX€oN PETA&V KAPOIOXEIPOUPYIKWV
enepBAcewV KAl EKMTWONG TNG VONTIKAG AElToupyiag.
Emiong, €xel wg otoxo va SlaTUTTWOEL TIPOTACELG Yid TO
oxeS1aopO HENOVTIKWY EPELVWV, Ol oTToieG Ba prmopovcav
va o8nynoouV 0 CAPECTEPA CUUTTEPACHATA OXETIKA UE
TNV MPEoyvwaon Kat TNV mpdAnyn TNG VONTIKAG EKTTTWONG
WG METEYXEIPNTIKN) ETIITAOKN KAPSIOXEIPOUPYIKWV ETTEU-

Bdaoswv. O1 Baocelg Sedopuévwy oL XpNotHomolndnkav wg
myéc avadrtnong yla epyacieg amo to 1985—2012 Atav ot
akOAoubBec: (a) PubMed, (B) Medline kat (y) PsycINFO. Aé€eig-
KA&IS1d TTou Xpnaolpomolndnkav yla TNV TPAyHaTornoinon
Tn¢ avaldntnong Atav (a) “cardiac surgery and cognitive
decline”, (B) “cardiac surgery and cognitive function’, (y)
“coronary artery bypass and cognitive decline’; (§) “coronary
artery bypass and cognitive function’, (€) “cardiopulmonary
bypass and cognitive decline” kat (o) “cardiopulmonary
bypass and cognitive function”. Emiong, éva deUtepo emnimedo
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avalTNoNG OXETIKWV EPEVLVWV amoTéAece N Sigpelivnon
™G BiBAoypaiag Twv PEAETWV TTou avESEIEe N apXIKA
avalitnon ue Paon TG Aé€eig-kAeldia.

2. EMINTQXZH NOHTIKHXZ EKNTQXZHZ META
ANO KAPAIOXEIPOYPTIKEXZ EMEMBAZEIX

H ékmtwon Twv VONTIKWV AEITOUPYIWV S1aytyVWOKETAL
ME ALEAVOUEVN OUXVOTNTA WG UETEYXEIPNTIKN ETTITTAOKN
KAPSIOXEIPOUPYIKWV eMEPPRACEWV.' Melwpévn vonTikn
Aertoupyia os aoBeveic mou £xouv UTTOPANOEL o€ EMINEKTIKA
XEIPOUPYIKN dopTooTEPaviaia mapdkapyn, Kabwg emiong
Kal 0 AANEG KAPSIAYYEIOKEG XEIPOUPYIKEG ETTEUBATELG, EXEL
TIEPLYPAPEI TOCO TIPOEYXELPNTIKA OO0 KAl HETEYXEIPNTIKA. H
EMMTWON MPOUTIAPXOVOAG VONTIKNG EKTTTWONG O€ A0OEeVEig
mou uTtoBANNoVTalL O KAPSIOXEIPOUPYIKEG EMEUPBATELS €ival
35-45%* kal n emintwon Tn¢ emdgivwong TG VONTIKAG
Aertoupyiag PeTd amd KapSIOXEIPOUPYIKA eMéUBaon Kupai-
VETAL O€ TTOOOOTO 25—80%,° e€apTwpevn amd Tov TUTTO TNG
XEIPOUPYIKNG EMEUBaoNG, TN GUON TWV KAPOIOXEIPOUPYIKWV
aocBevwv Tou peAeTriOnkay, T péBodo kabopiopol NG
UETEYXEIPNTIKAG VONTIKNAG SUCAEITOUPYIAG, TN XEIPOUPYIKN
TIPAKTIKK), TA TIPWTOKOAAA TTou epapudlovTal amod ta emi
HEPOUC LATPIKA KEVTPA KAl TIG XEIPOUPYIKEG OPASEG Kal TO
HETEYXEIPNTIKO XPOVO EKTINONG TNG VONTIKNAG AslToupyiag.”8
EidikdTEpPa, Snpootevoelg Seixvouv OTL VONTIKK €KTTTWON
UETA amd KAPOIOXEIPOUPYIKN EMEUPaON €xel TapatnEnOsi
og 30—80% Twv aocBevwv Aiyeg eSopadeg petd amd tnv
emépfaon kat og moocootd 10—60% petd amod napodo 3—6
UNVWV.” X€ pia eVOEIKTIKN MEAETN, N omoia TeptéNafe 261
aoBeveic mou LTTORBANBNKAV O KAPSIOXEIPOUPYIKK] ETTEU-
Baon, ékmtwon NG vonTIKAG Asttoupyiag mapatnenOnke
010 53% Ttwv aoBevwy kKatd tnv £€£0d0 amd 1o VOCOKOoUEIo,
010 36% peTd anod 6 €Souddec kal 0To 24% UETA anod 6
urveg’ Mpémet va emonuavOei 6TL mapd To Yeyovog Twg
VONTIKN €KMTTWON UMOopPEl va cuBel HeTA anmd emeuPACELS
UN KAPSIOKEIPOUPYIKEG, N CUXVOTNTA TNG €ival TTOAU vyn-
AOTEPN META aTTd KAPSIOXEIPOUPYIKEG EMEUPBAOELC.

3.IZTOPIKH ANAAPOMH

Eyprlyopon OXETIKA UE TN PEIWON TNG VONTIKAG AEITOUP-
yiag petd and kapSIoXEIPOLPYIKES EMTEUPATEIC EKONAWONKE
KUPIwg peTd TN Snuoacicuon tTwv Shaw et al,’ n omoia €6¢e1€e
UETEYXELPNTIKA TNV TTApoUGia voNnTIKAG SUCAeIToupyiag oe
ouxvotnta >60%. AKOAOUBWG, TO EVEIAPEPOV TOU KOIVOU KAl
TWV [ATPWV OXETIKA PE TNV EMITAOKN AUTH Au&rROnkKe, e181KA
UETA TN Snuooicuon Twv Newman et al’ to 2001, cupewva
UE TNV omoia n mapouacia vonTikAg SUCAEIToupYiag Vwpig
UETA amo TN XELPOUPYIKN eMEUBAcN POERAETE TNV ekSAAW-
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O VONTIKNG EKTTTWOoNG Ta emopeva 5 €tn.° Q¢ amotéleoua,
n ékBaon ™ vonTikig Suoheitoupyiag éxel SiepeuvnOei
O€ PEYANO aAPIOUO KAPSIOXEIPOUPYIKWY UENETWV OXETIKA
HE TNV €@appoyr] Sl1apOpwV XEIPOUPYIKWY TEXVIKWYV,E ™
TNV emidpaon VELUPOTIPOOTATEVUTIKWY TTAPAYOVTWY,* "7 Tn
Slaxeipion TnG KAPSIOTVEUUOVIKNG TTAPAKAMYNG 4722 Kal TN
Xprion S1a@opwv XEIPOUPYIKWY GUOKEVWV.?

H Slevépyela XEIPOUPYIKNG 00PTOOTEPAVIAIAG TTAPA-
Kapypng, xwpig tn Xprion KapSIomVEUIOVIKAG TTapAKappng,
BewpnBnke w¢ 1O Héoo TTou Ba emMTUYXAVE TIEPIOPIOHUO TNG
UETEYXEIPNTIKAG VEUPOAOYIKNG BAABNC. Ouwe, ta amote-
AéopOTa TWV MEAETWV TIOU CUVEKPIVAV TNV €KPBaon twv
emePPACEWV PE 1] XWPIG avTAia, WG TIPOG TN XELPOLPYI-
KR TTPOKANON €KTTWOoNG TNG VONTIKAG A&ltoupyiag, Atav
ATTOYONTEUTIKA. ATTIO 7 HENETEGS ™ povo pia® dnuooisuoe
OTl N opdda Twv acBevwv Tou XelpoupyrnOnke Xwpig T
Xprion aviAiag gixe kaAUTepa anmoteAéopata os 3 amod TIG
13 kat o€ 2 anod TG 13 vonTtikég Sokipaoieg, 6 eBSouddeg
Kal 6 UAVEG META amo tnv eméuPaon, avtiotoixa. H yevikn
EVTUTTIWON ATTO TIG TUXALOTIOINUEVEG HENETEG TTOU €XOUV OI-
e€ayOei gival OTL ol XElPOLPYIKEG eTTEPPATELG XWPIG avTAia
Sev mapouoiaocav kamola a§loAoyn UTTEPOXN WG TTPOG TNV
€kPBaon TNG VONTIKNAG A&elToupyiag EvavTl Twv eMePPACEWV
ME avTAia. ZTNV TTPAYMATIKOTNTA, OAEC Ol TIPOOTIABELEG TTOU
€XOUV YIVEL Yla TTEPIOPIOMO TNG HOKPOXPOVIOG EKTTTWONG
NG VONTIKAG A&ltoupyiag Hetd amod tn Sievépyela kapdio-
XEIPOUPYIKWV emePdcewv €xouv amoTtuxel. Ooov agopd
OTNV TPWLIUN UETEYXEIPNTIKK VONTIKN EKTITWON, EAATTWON
NG oLUXVOTNTAG TNG €xel TapatnenBei pe tn Satripnon
NG Tieong €kxuong o€ PUOLIOAOYIKA emimeda Katd TNV
Tpayuatoroinon KapSIoTVEUUOVIKAG TTapdkapyng urmo
PUOLONOYIKH BEppOoKpacia CWPATOC,? KABWC ETTIONG LE TN
xopriynon “desflurane’, n evepyetikr emidpaon Tou omoiou
OMWG MapépyeTal HETA amo mdpodo 3 unvwv.” Emiong,
evBappPUVTIKA amoTteAéopaTa €xouv mapatnenBei pe tnv
£PappOyry EANACOOVOC €EWOWUATIKAG KUKAO®OpIag yia
aopTooTe@aviaia mapdkappn. AvagépeTal 0Tt ol aoOeveig
auTtoi gixav pikpoTtePO Kivouvo yia Tnv ekSNAwWoN MPWIKNG
VONTIKAG EKTTTWOoNG an’ 6,Tt ol acBeveic mou umoBARONKav
OTNV KAACIKN €§WOWMATIKA] KUKAO®OpPIia, TOoo KATA TNV
€£060 amd 1o VOOOKOWEIO 000 Kal 3 PAVEG apyoTepa.?’

4. AIEPEYNHZH THZ AITIOAOTIAXZ

Katd ta teAeutaia xpovia, n xprion tng HayvnTIKAG To-
poypagiag pe akohouBieg Staxuong (MTAA) éxel epOPUOOTEI
yla T Siepelivnon TN atrtloAoyiag TG VEUPOAOYIKAS BAARNG
HETA amrd KapSIOXEIPOLPYIKEG eMePBATEIC. H TEXVIKA auTn
mapéxel T SuvatdTNTA EVTOTIIOUOU IOXAIUIKWY TIEPIOXWV
TOU gYKEQAAOUL, HE LVYNAR evalocbnoia kat €0IkéTNTA.
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MeTeyyxelpntikn xprion Tng TeXVIkng MTAA éxel Seiel 6T
aoBeveic mou umoBAANovTal o KAPSIOKEIPOUPYIKEG ETTEU-
Bdoegig avamtuooouV VEEG 1IOXAIMIKOU TUTTOU AAAOIWOELG
og MOoOOOTO 25-50%, Ol Omoieg €ival CUXVOTEPEG OTIG
TIEPIMTWOELG a00eVWV TTOU UTTOBAANNOVTAL OE EKTETAUEVES
enepPaocelg?2'Opwc, N oxéon HETA&L VONTIKNAG EKTTTWONG
KOl TIEPIXEIPOUPYIKWVY EYKEPANKWY gUPoAwv Segv gival
oapnc. Mpoo@ateg HeYANEG TTPOYVWOTIKEG MENETEG, TOCO
XEIPOUPYIKWV EMEUPACEWY AOPTOOTEPAVIAIAG TTAPAKAW-
Yng 600 kal BarBidomabelwy, avTikpoVoLV Ta euprpaTa
APXIKWV MIKPWV HEAETWV aduvaTtwvTag va S1amoTwoouV
TNV UapP&n olvdeong HeTAEL Tou PBaBUOV VONTIKAG EKTTTW-
ONG Kal TIEPIXEIPOUPYIKWVY EYKEPANKWV EUBOAWV.?526:2629
H mapatripnon 61t n ueAavion vonTIKAG EKTTTWONG META
amd KapSIOKEIPOUPYIKEG eMEUPATELG gival aveEApTnTn
NG mapouoiag oeiag woxalpiag, ite autr givat €0TIOKAG
EUPOAIKAG AITIONOYIAG 1 OPEINOPEVN OE UTTOAIMATWON,
ATAV PN QVOUEVOUEVN.

Mia duvntikn €€rflynon tng aduvapiog eVpeoNG CUOYE-
TIONG METAEY UETEYXEIPNTIKNAG VONTIKG SUOCAEITOUPYIAG
Kat Slapodpwv UTTOBECEWV Ot APKETEG KAPSIOXEIPOUPYIKEG
MENETEC €ival OTL N PETEYXELPNTIKA €YKEQPAAIKN BAARN
OUVSOEETAL TTEPIOCOTEPO HE TTOIKIAOUG 1I8100UYKPACIAKOUG
TIAPAYOVTEC TWV (SlwVv TwV acBevwv Kal Atydtepo e e€w-
TEPIKEG TTOPAPETPOUG OXETICOMEVEG e TNV eméPPBaon. Ta
EUPNMATA OPIOUEVWV HEAETWV @PaiveTal 6Tl urTootnpilouv
TNV ev Adyw amoyn. Etol, Hia TpoSpo Ik HEAETN UE Xpron
MTAA €6€1€€ OTL N TapoUCia TTPOEYXEIPNTIKAG EKTTTWONG TNG
voNnTIKAG AglToupyiag ntav ocuvdedepévn Ue TNV Mapouacia
TIPOEYXEIPNTIKWV EYKEPOAAIKWV IOXAIUIKWY BAABWY, KABwG
Kal PE au€nuévo kivouvo yla ekSNAwWoN LETAXEIPOVUPYIKNG
vonTikng SucAettoupyiac.®® To ev Aoyw eupnua Seixvel ot
Ol TIPOEYXEIPNTIKEG EYKEPANIKES IOXAIUIKEG BAAPBEC €xouv
1IOXUPOTEPN OUVSEDN PE TNV EKOAAWGN VONTIKNG EKTTTWONG
HETA amd KAPSIOKEIPOUPYIKEG ETTEUBATELG aTT’ O, TL OL LOXAIIKES
BAaBeg mou gpgavifovtal HeTA TNV gyxeipnon. EvSiagépov
emiong mapouotddlel n Snpoocisuon TG LTTaPENG cuvdeoNg
HETAEL VONTIKNAG EKTTTWONG UETA Ao KAPSIOXEIPOUPYIKES
enePAocelC Kal BlodelkTwv TNG vooou Alzheimer.’'32 X e pia
ATIO TIG MEAETEC AUTECS PPEONKAV TTPOEYXEIPNTIKA EAATTW-
HEVEC CUYKEVTPWOELG OTO TTAACOMA TOU B-apuA0EISoUC, TOCO
Tou TUTTOU A4, 600 Kal Tou TUTTIOU AL, OTOUG acBeveiq
€KEIVOUC TTOU TTapouciacav 3 PAVEG UETA ammd TV eméuBaon
vonTikry Suohertoupyia. To OXETIKO EUPNUA UTTOCNMAIVEL OTL
N METEYXEIPNTIKN VONTIK SUCAEITOUPYIA UTTOPE( va polpd-
CeTal KOWOUG UNXAVIOUOUG UE TNV NTTIA VONTIKN €KTTTWON
Kal TN vooo Alzheimer. Ztnv dAAN peAétn® BpOnke 6Ti pia
eBSopada petd amd KapSIOXEIPOUPYIKEG EMEUPBACELG TTAPA-

I.N. MIMEPATHX kat Z.K. MAMATEQPTIOY

Tnpeitat onpavtiki avénon tou Brodeiktn S-1003, epnua
To omoio Seixvel Bapld yevikeupévn eyKe@alikn BAARN. EEL
MAVEC UETEYXEIPNTIKA Ol CUYKEVTPWOELG Tou TenTidiou AP
ATAV ONMAVTIKA EAATTWHEVEG, EVW Ol CUYKEVTPWOELG TNG
MPWTEIVNG tau ATav MTOAU auénuévec, Ue TTAPAAMNAN EKTTTWON
NG vonTIKAG Asttoupyiag. Ta eupripata autd Sgixvouv ot
N UETEYXEIPNTIKN) VONTIKN €KTTTWON CUVSEETAL PUE AANAYEG
BlOSEIKTWV TTAPOUOIWV UE EKEIVOUG TTOU AVEUPIOKOVTAL OTN
vooo Alzheimer. H cuykekpluévn mapatripnon umodnAw-
VEL TNV UTTapé&n €vog Kotvol TTaboyvwovIKou mapdyovta
HeTA&L TwV SVo Slatapaywv.’?

Mapd 1o yeyovog OTL N Altia TNG VONTIKAG EKTTTWONG
META amd KAPSIOXEIPOUPYIKEG emepfdoelg Sev €xel Sia-
caPNVIOTEl TANP WS, APKETOI TTAPAYOVTEG KIVOUVOU €XOuV
aAvayvwpLoTEi, OTIWG N TIPoXwpENUEVN NALKia TTou Treplopilel
TO vonTiké améBspa Kal emnPeddel TNV IKAVOTNTA AVOXNG
Kal avakapyng amd eykePalikny BAAPN, To XapunAd mpo-
EYXEIPNTIKO €MIMESO VONTIKNAG AEITOUPYIAC, Ol EKTETAPEVEG
aApTNPLOCKANPWTIKEG BAAPBEC, 0 cakxapwdng SlafATng Kat
Ol AUENUEVEG OUYKEVTPWOELG TNG TTPWTEIVNG S100 Kal TG
€181KIC EVOAAONC TWV VELPWVWYV, Ol OTTo(EC gival a&lémaoTol
Seikteg eyKe@ANKNAG BAAPNG.>

5.MEPIOPIZMOI KAI MPOTAZEIX

H amouacia kotvA ¢ Kal cagpoug B€ong OXETIKA e Ta aiTla
KOl TN PUOCLKN 1OTOPIA TNG EKTTTWONG TNG VONTIKNAG AElToLpYiag
UETA Ao KAPSIOXEIPOUPYIKEG EMEUPBATELG TIPOEPYKETAL, OE
peydAo Babpo, amd To yeyovog OTL Ol HEAETEG TTOU €XOUV
€KTIOVNOE( PEXPL OPEPA £XOUV ONUAVTIKEG HEOOSONOYIKEG
eN\eiPelq. TéToleg eNAeiPelg gival (a) n xprion un kabopl-
OpéVWY SIaYVWOTIKWY KPITNEIWV yla TNV €KTiUNoN NG
vontikAg SuoAettoupyiag, (B) n avemapkAig emAoyry TG
opadag eAéyxov, (y) n AvemITUXNG Kal cuxvoTata TTEPLOPL-
opévn emAoyr SOKIPMACIWY YIa TNV EKTIMNON TWV VONTIKWV
Aertoupylwv Kat (8) o avemapkrg €Aeyxog yla Tnv umapén
TPOUTTAPXOUOAG VONTIKAG EKTTTWONG.

O1 oAU mpoéoateg Mpoodol oTov Touéa TNG akpPLBoUg
Stdyvwong TN ATAG VONTIKAG EKTTTWONG Kal TNG Avolag o€
NAKIWPEVA ATOHA PE TN XPNON KAIVIKWY, OTTEIKOVIOTIKWY
Kal BloxnUIKwv SelkTwv*37 gmtpémnouv og peydlo Badbud
™ 816pOwon Twv mapanmdvw eN\eipewv. Etol, eival Suvatdv
ONUEPQ, LE TN SlevEPYELa KATAMNNAA OXESIACHEVWV UENETWY,
va e§axBolv caPEéoTEPA CUUTTEPACHATA OXETIKA UE TNV
mpdyvwon, TNV mPoAnNYn Kat Tig SuVATOTNTEG AVTIMETWTTL-
ONG TNG VONTIKAG EKMTTWONG HETA armd KAPSIOXEIPOUPYIKEG
eneYPAcElC.
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Heart surgery and the risk of cognitive decline
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Cognitive decline is being diagnosed with increasing frequency as a complication of cardiac surgery, in both selective
coronary artery bypass and various other types of cardiac surgery. Although cognitive decline may occur after gen-
eral surgical operations, its frequency is much higher following cardiac surgery. Although the etiology of cognitive
dysfunction after cardiac surgery remains unclear, many risk factors are identified, such as advanced age that restricts
cognitive reserve and affects the ability to overcome brain damage, a low presurgical level of cognitive function, ex-
tensive atherosclerotic disease, diabetes mellitus, and increased concentrations of the protein S100 and neuron spe-
cific enolase, that are indicators of brain damage. The absence of a common and clear understanding of the etiology
and natural history of cognitive decline following cardiac surgery is the product, to a great extent, of methodologi-
cal limitations in the reported studies. These limitations are due to (a) the absence of consensus concerning the di-
agnostic criteria used for the detection of cognitive impairment, (b) the selection of inadequate control groups, (c)
the unsuccessful and frequently limited selection of neuropsychological tests for the evaluation of cognitive func-
tion, and (d) the inadequate investigation of preexisting cognitive decline. Recent advances which make possible
the accurate diagnosis of mild cognitive impairment and of dementia in older individuals by applying clinical, imag-
ing, and biochemical markers provide, to a great extent, the ability to conduct studies free of the above limitations.
Thus, it is now feasible to conduct appropriately designed research projects with the capacity to expand knowledge
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on the prevention, prognosis, and treatment options of cognitive decline following cardiac surgery.
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