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Hematology-Cell Morphology - Case 16

At times of this type of the disease some red cells, erythro-
blasts, cells of the granulocytic series, platelets and other marrow
cells, are phagocytized by different types of macrophages and
reticular cells. It is commonly present in hemolytic anemias,
during chronic infections, in tuberculosis and mainly in ma-
lignant histiocytosis. Hemophagocytic syndrome is present as
accompanying viral infections and it is mainly observed dur-
ing herpetic infections and Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) infection
in immunocompromised host, but may occurred also and in
non-immunocompromised persons. Clinically, it may mimic
malignant histiocytosis and the affected sites are infiltrated by
histiocytes with signs of phagocytosis. Differential diagnosis is
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based on histiocyte morphology (figures 1 to 16) (i.e. they are
not well-differentiated in malignant histiocytosis, but they are
well-differentiated and active in hemophagocytic syndrome).
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