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Ol apo1Bd8eg mov zovv enelBepa ka1 avrikovy ora
véun Acanthamoeba, Naegleria ka1 Balamuthia ival na-
Boydva npwtézmwa yia tov dvBpwmno Kai ta zda.

H Naegleria fowleri eivai to aftio tng npwronaboig
apo1Badikniig pnviyyoeyrepaniudag, piag taxéwg e§enio-
odpevng Bavarn@dpouv vevpoNoyikrig véoov, n omnoia
naparnpeitar o veapols aVOCOENAPKEIG EVANIKEG.

H Acanthamoeba spp ka1 n Balamuthia mandrillaris
npokanovv Noipdfelg, kartd npotipnon 8€puarog, Ko-
AV KAl KEVIPIKOU VELPIKOU OLOTAHATOS (KOKKI®UA-
1d8ng apoiBadikn eykepaniuda), kuping oe avocokara-
OTaNpEVOLG.

YnoBAn6nke 7.7.2000
EykpiBnke 8.11.2000

H Acanthamoeba spp nporanei kepartitilda oe avooo-
enapkn vyin dropa, ta onoia gopolv Parouvg ENAPng, EVa
HIKPGS aplBuds nepintdoswv avagéperal oe dropa He
Tpadua tov keparoe1douvg i ékBeon oe poAvopgva vara.’

To yévog Acanthamoeba napovoidzel éva 819paciké
KUKAO zwhg, 10 BAaotks otddio tov 1pogozmitn Kal 10
otatiké otddio tng kvoing, €xer 8¢ anopovwbel and pia
noikidia nnyadv (08wp, €86agog, konpavddeg LVAIKS K.AM.).
Metd v npdtn avakdavyn tng keparitidag ané Acan-
thamoeba 10 1973,%2 0 apiBuds 1wV NEPIMIOOCE®Y EXEl
avénBei, 16iwg ta tenevtaia 20 xpdvia, Adym tng gvpeiag
evnuépmong, tng akpiBolg Sidyvwong kail tng ad&nong
10V ap1Bpol 1@V atduwv nov opolv eakovs enaerig. H
Acanthamoeba 8gv e10épxetal pévo perd and tomKso
HiIKpotpavpatiopd otov Keparoeldri, aAnd pnopei va
npookonAdral kai va Siatitpaiver aképaio emibrinio tov
keparoe1§ovls Kkal va npokanei gAsypovn.3#

H npdiun 8idyvewon tng Aofpwing eivar peyding
onovdaidintag yia tnv anoteAecpatikni Bepans vtk avit-
petodnion, yiati o1 ipo@ozmiteg, o1 onofol EMKPATIoVV OT0
apxiké otddio, sival nepioodtepo svaiocbnror otn Bepa-
nefa and 1g KYotelg, nov akonovBouvv.

Av kai n vnowia kai n npdipn Sidyvewon g véoouv oe
dropa pe @hsypovhi Tov Keparoelbouvg, mov @opoly @a-
KoUg enagng, Sev eivar nAfov 8GokoAn NSym tng avin-
pévng ovxvdintag, Sev Ba npénel va Siapedyovv 1ng
np@diung 8idyvwong Kal o1 ondvieg eKefVeg MEPINIOOEIS
kepartiudag and Acanthamoeba nov 8ev cuvvE€ovtal pe tn
XpAON QAK®V ena@ng, adAd €xovv dANeg nmnygg HSALY-
ong.

Zmv epyacia avti ava@épovpe V0 MNeEPINTAOOEIS
kepartiudag and Acanthamoeba, pia oe acBevni pe ipadpa
10V Keparoe1bovg Kar dyvworn nnyn HGALYVONG KAl pia
Seltepn oe aoBevii pe aképailo embrinio keparoeiSolg
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Kal nnyri uéavvong 1o otdoipo veps Se€apevrig¢ nhoiov
nov xpnoiponoloBoe yia KkabBnpepivii nAvon, pe okonod
v vnowia tng Noipwéng Kai tnv np@dipn Sidyvwon, mov
eival anapaiftnin yia tnv anoteAecparkni Bepaneia kai oe
HN XPNOTEG PARK®V ENAPNG.

MEPITPA®H NMEPINTQXEON

Katd tn &idpkeia 5 stdv (1995-2000), 2 and 32 semBeBai-
wpEveg e KANAIEpYEIa MEPITIOOEIS Keparindag and  Acan-
thamoeba 8i1ayvedomkav os dropa nov ovdEmnote eixav xpn-
olpornoIoel Aakovg enag@ng.

1n mepimTwon

AvSpag nAikiag 50 etdv npoonnBes ora 1atpeia tng Kpatkrig
OgBanponoyikrig Knviknig tov Nocokropeiov pag pe 10topikd
povénnevpng kepariudag Sidpreiag >1 prva. H apxiki
Sidyvmwon ritav eprintiki keparitida and tov 16 tov annoy €prnta
(HSV), y1a tnv onoia enduBave acyclovir. O acBevrig npoonrinbe
He oAIKn Sarruniosidri S1Onon 1oL CTPWPATOG KAl MOIKIAEG
annoldoelg tov vrepkeipévou smbnniov. H kadAi€pyeia tov
Eeopdrwv tov Keparoeibolg yia Baktripia Kal pUKNnieg nrav
apvntiki. Av Kal o acBesviig Sev €kave Xprion QAK®OV ena@rig
annd avégepe tpadpa and kAadi 8€vSpov, 10 XapaKINPIoTIKS
yia npoxopnpévn Noipmén andé Acanthamoeba kKAIVIKS ebpnpa
obriynoe tov o@Badpiarpo ornv vowia tng vGoouL Kai tn ARYn
Eeopdrwv keparosibolg yia kanngépyela os un OpentikS dyap
(non-nutrient agar).

Enei&ni n kanAi€pyeia twv Eeopdrowv petd and napakonov-
Onon 7 npep@dv fitav apvniikn yida TpoQOzZeIteg Kal KUOTEIS TOL
MP®WIOZAOOL, eAPON tepdxio 10tov pe Biowia ka1 otdABnke yia
rannigpyela. To anoténeopa tng kanN€pyelag ritav BstukS yia
Acanthamoeba ka1 apvntiké yia Baxtripia kat poknteg. ApEowg
gyve évapén tomknig Bepaneiag pe propamidine isethionate
(Brolene 0,1 %) ka1 Neosporine (neomycin-polymyxin B-gram-
icidin). Metd and paxrpd Bepansviikn aviperdnon mg Kepari-
ubag o acBevrig Ssv napovoiace BeAtimon kal vrioBANONKe
teNIKd og Siaunepn KEPATONAACTIKA, HE TEAIKA Katdnnén tnv
arpopia tov opBanpikot BonBov.

2n mEPITTWON

Navtkdég naikiag 35 e1édv npoonABe pe povénAevpn orpoyyBAn
Kevipikh 81i0non tov KeparoeiSoug éktaong 6 6 mm kai min
oL orpdparog. Ta cupmadpara eixav apxioel npiv andé 35 npépeg
HE KVNopd, mévo KAl KGKKIVO pdrl. Apxikd, n dofpmEn aviipe-
wniotnke og Bakmpiakni emnepukinda kar 10 npuépeg apydtepa
™G €PMNTIKA Kepariuida. Zto 10topikS tov 0 acbevrig avépepe
KAONpEPIVS MAVOINO TOL MPOCAMOL HE VEPS and pia HIKpH
Se€apevni tov nhoiov, 1o onoio napgpeve ordoIPo yid PRVES XPIg
Kkapia avavéwon n xAwpioon. And tv KaANIEpyeld Twv Seopdrov
oL Keparoelbols os pn Bpenmks dyap anopovadOnke Acan-
thamoeba spp (e1kSveg 1-3), eved n kanAIEpyela yia Baxtripia kai
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HUKNteg ritav apvnukhi. Afyeg nuépeg apydiepa SiamordOnke n
nyni péAvvong, and kadAigpyeia Sefyparog vepos tng Se€apeviig
(250 mL nepinov) yia Acanthamoeba, Baxtripia kai pdknteg. H
oLUNBRV®ON TOL VEPODL EYIVE PE PUYOKEVIPNON ANG TNG MOCS-
NTag Kai KanNIEPyela Tov 1ZAPArog, and 1o Oroio arnopovadnke
Acanthamoeba spp (e1k. 4) ka1 évag Bacillus spp. Ilepanépm
TLMOMNOINON HPE 1I00EVZLUIKNA avdAuon A HOPIAKES TEXVIKEG, via va
SiamorwBei tadtion tov eibovg thg Acanthamoebanov anopovae-
Bnke and ta opara tov Keparoeibog ka1 1o vepd tng Sefapevrig,
Sev ritav péoa otg Suvardtnieg tov Epyactnpiov pag. O acBeviig
€naBe yia Oepaneia ovvSuvacus evég KATIOVIKOY QVTIGNITIKOV
napdyovrta, chlorexidine 0,02%, ka1 piag apouankig Siapdivng,
hexamidine di-isethionate (Desomedine) 0,1%. H kaBuotépnon
ot 8idyvoon kal v gvapén tng tomkhig Oeparnieiag eixe wg
anotéAecud TNV Anotuxia g QAPUAKEVIIKAG aymyrig Kal n
Sievépyeia, otn cuvéxela, Siaprnepols keparonnaotknig. O acOe-
viig Bpioketal vné napakonovOnon.

ZXOAIO

H kepartiuda ané Acanthamoeba esivar pia coBapn
Noipwén tov Keparoeiovg, n onoia tvmKkd npooBdniel
1a dropa nov @opoulv @arovg enaeng. H ovxvdinta tng
noipwéng €xer avfnbei katd tn Sidpkela tng nponyouv-
pevng Sekaetiag, n avnon 8¢ aviri otig HITA eivar
napdAAnAn pe tnv av€non tng Xpriong QAK®V enag@ng.’
H olv8eon tng avatépw keparitidag pe 1oU§ @AKOUVG
ena@rig €xel tovioBel 1600 monv, dote o1 o@Badpiarpol
va avap€vouv tnv Kkardotaon avtn pévo o 66ovg KAvouv
XpHon QAK®OV ena@rg, evd o1 dAnol napdyovieg KivSv-
VoL, 6N®G O TPALHATIONSS and §€vo odpa i n ena@n pe
poAvopévo G8wp, va ayvooulvral, PE AMOTENECHA Ol
nepINtAOOEI§ avtég Keparitidag anéAcanthamoebava punv
nepinapBdvovtal otn Siagopikn Sidyvwon t@vV Kepartiti-
Swv Mmov anavioVv Og Pn XPAOTEG PAK®V EMNAPNG.

210 napenBdv, €xovv avapepbei nepIMtAOOeI§ KePATITI-
8ag ané Acanthamoeba petd and rimo tpadpa KePATOEl-
800¢ pe @uuKn OAn, eicobo evidpov oto pdr, enagn pe
poALoPATIKA VAN peta@epSpevn Pe 1oV AUEHO N PE HONAL-
ouévo zeoté veps pndviov.’ H ékBeon tov tpavpariopévou
enBniiov tov Keparoe1bo¥g OToLG TPOPOZMITES 1A TIG ApOoI-
Babikég kbotelg 0dnyel otnv npookSAANoN Kai tny {0080
T0L mapaocitov, av Kai n Acanthamoeba sival éva nabo-
yovo 1kavo va e108dnnel oe dB1kto emBrinlo Tov KepAToEl-
8oUg ka1 va eykaractioe! Dofpmn ka1 AeypovA.?

2y np@dtn neplypa@opevn nepintwon pag, o acbe-
VNiGg avépepe tpavpatiops and kAadi §évdpov, n 8& nnyni
péAvvong Ba pnopovoe va ntav n i81a n @UIIKA BAN 1l n
enaen pe poAvopévn okGvn N pe HOAVOUEVO VEPS. ZIn
Seltepn nepintwon, 8ev avagepdtav tpavpatiopds annd
KaBOnuepivi nAdon pe 1o pohvopévo vepo tng Sefapeviig,
and to onoio anopovaddnke ka1 nAcanthamoeba. H eico-
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Eikdva 1. Tpogozwiteg Acanthamoeba spp oe pun Bpenukd dyap, t 2n
npépa kahAiépyeiag Eeopdrav keparoeiSoug tov Sebtepov acBevous ( 100).

Eikéva 2. Tpogozwiteg og vond napackebaopa and KarMEpyeia 2 npep@v
oe pn Bpenmxé dyap. e kdnolovg Siakpivovial ta akavlonsdia (“400).

80¢ 1oL mapaocitov otov Keparoeldni @aiveral ot €yive
péow aképalov embniiov, Xxwpi¢ va nponynbei pikpo-
IPALUATIOUGS.

H mio npdipn ex8ridwon tng kepatindag and Acan-
thamoeba eivail n 8evbpitikov témov (dentritiform) emBn-
AlondBeia. H 8evbpimikol témov kepatitida pnopei va
aviinpoomnevel dofpmwén tov emBniAiov npotoV avamrv-
x0efl onoiabrinote cuppETOXN TOL OIpdUaATog. o otddio
avtd tng Nofpwing, petd and evpv emBOnAIakS kabapiopd,
o onoiog npounBelel 10 £pyacTriplo Pe eNAPKES LAIKS yid
KanAIépyela Kal evvoel tnv €i0080 1wV @apudrov petd
NV TOMIKA TOLS EQAPHOYH, naparnpeital taxeia LVIOX®-
pnon tov ovpunioudieov. H enituxia ing Oepaneiage§aprd-
ta1 and nv évapin tng ApHAKELTIKAG ay®ynig vepig katd
v nopeia tg véoov. Medéteg €xovv Seifer 611 Sidyvwon
ka1 Bepaneia péoa otov lo priva ané v évapén tov
ovpmepdiov odnyef o xapnAdtepn voonpdtntd KAl g
KaAUtepn ontuikh ékBaon b

H 8evbpitikoC 16nov keparitiba ané Acanthamoeba
unopef va e€nyricel 1o Adyo yia tov onoifo n nisiovdinta

Eikdva 3. Kdoteig oe voné napackebaopa ané kardépyela 7 npep@v
oe pn Bpenukd dyap. Aiakpivovtal to SinAd toixopa, 10 putdwuEvo

£€IEPIKG TOIXOHA (€KTOKVOTN) KAl TO MONVYWVIKG EOMIEPIKG TOIXMUA
(evBokiotn) (" 400).

Eikdva 4. Kdoteig Acanthamoeba, oe un Bpentiké dyap, v 8n npépa
kahAiépyelag 1zdparog vepo tg Seapeviig tov mofov (400).

10V acBevdv, evopig Katd tnv nopeia tng véoov, vnoBdn-
Aetal og Bepaneia yia epnnukni kepatiuda. O1 Sevbpitikov
10rnov anno1doel§ Ing Kepatindag andAcanthamoeba Sgv
pipotvral akp1Bads tovg KAaoikoGs Sevdpiteg tov anhov
épnnta (HSV), kabd¢ o tenevtaiog oxnpatizer annbivo
€NKog 1oL Keparoelbolg, evd n apoiBadiki kepartitiba
npokanel pia o18npar@ddn KAl VEKPWOIIKA gP@@vion tov
euniskopgévou embnifov.”

Kai otig 860 nepintdoeig pag, n apxiki Sidyvmwon kai
Bepaneia éyvav yia epnnuki Kepartitida, pe anotéAeopa
n opBn Sidyvwon tng kepartitibag and Acanthamoeba va
10¢f petd tov npdro priva and mv vapén tov cuunte-
pdtov kar n katddAndn aviiapo1Badiki Bepansia va
xopnynBei og npoxwpnpévo otddio tng Aoipwéng.

H oheypovii tov npocBiov turipatog pmopei va
npokadéoel avnon 1ng evboeOdipiag mnicong Kai
katappdkin. ‘Evtovn @ieypovii tov npocobiov tpriparog
eival Svvaré va napdyel vndnvov.8
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H akuveoti kepatovevpitiba anotedei éva dAho onpeio
kepatitiSag and Acanthamoeba®’® Xapakinpizetalr and
ypappIkG aruvetr, SiakAadizépevn S1ibnon and ta
napdoita kard prkog twv vebpwv 1oL Kepatoei§olg oto
np6obio orpdpa kai evBvveral yia tv npékAnon coBa-
poU névov. O éviovog névog xapakrinpizel yevikd tn vo-
00, 18iwg dtav n kepartinida yivel xpovia.

H 8akrviioe1bnig 81ribnon tov orpdparog eival xapa-
KINPIOTIKG npoxmwpnpévng Nofpwing kar oxe8dv nabo-
YyVwpoviKS onpefo kepatindag ané Acanthamoeba.’
Avtri n Saktvnioe1brig 81inon pnopei va eival tunpartikn
N nepiQepelakn, npoodevtikn Kal cuxvd nepinapBdvel
Aéntuvon 1 AVAGK®ON TOL OTPAOUATOS Kal noikineg BAGBeg
1oV vnepkeipevov emBniiov. H tofoe18nig 1 Sakrvnioel-
6rig¢ 6imMbnon napdyetar ané ta noAvpopomnvpnva
AevKOKUTIIapa Adyw xnpelotaiag perd v kabiznon
aviiyévou-aviio®parog.

O aoBevrig tng npding nepintwong npoonAbes pe tn
Xapakmnpiotkn avtd SakrvAloeldi 81inon tov orpdpa-
10G, Yeyovég nmov npokdieoe tnyv vnowpia tov o@Oanpid-
1pov, o onoiog nepiéhaBe tnv Acanthamoeba otn S1ago-
pikA 8idyvwon (e1k. 5).

O Selrepog aobevrig efxe pev evpripara npoxwpn-
pévng NoipwEng aANd 6x1 TumiknA e1kGva Keparitdag and
Acanthamoeba. To 1010piké Kal n anotvxia tng Oepaneiag
yia Bakinpiakni NoipwEn Kal otn cuvvéxela yid EPNNTIKA,
obniynoav tov o@Banpiatpo otnv avazrtnon tng Acan-
thamoeba wg aitiov tng véoov.

H évapén tng katdAAnAng xnueioBepaneiag o npoxw-
pnpévo otddio Noipmwéng Kal otovg Vo acbeveig eixe wg
anotéNecpa tnv Kakn omtkiA €kBaon kai tn Sievépyeiq,
omn ouvvéxela, Siapnepols KeEPATONAACTIKAG, pe Svod-
PEOTEG OLVENEIES Y1d TOV acBevii TnG NpAING NePintmong.

O1 8Vo nepintdoeig kepatiudag ané Acanthamoeba
oe dropa nov 8ev @opovoav @akouvg enaeng eivai ot
npdteg nov avagépovrtar omv EAAGSa (n mpdin
nepintmon neplenripOn oe pia penéin 14 nepinidoemv
keparitidag ané Acanthamoeba oe dropa nov €kavav
XpAon @Aak®V enagnig).”’

H ovxvéinta tng kepartitibag ané Acanthamoeba oe
Un XpRoTeg ARV ena@ng eival noAv uikpni, 6,25% (2
and 32) tov ohikoU apiBpol 1wV nepintdoewy Katd tn
S1dpxkeia 5 etddv. To vnéhoino nocootd, 93,75% (avékbo-
ta anotehéopara), apopd XPROTEG QAKDOV EMAPAG.

Z1n 81e6vn BiBAioypagia avagpépovial Aiyeg avdhoyeg
NEPINIAOOEIS, X®WPIS va €xel anopovmbei n Acanthamoeba
and kapia ané tg vnotBgpeveg nnyég péavvong. ZMikpég
oeipég kepariibag ané Acanthamoeba oe pun xprioteg
QAK®OV ena@rig, perd andé tpavpariopd 1 nAVoIHO HE
ponvopévo vepd, avagépoviar kalr andé dAAovg ouy-
ypapeic.” Toppwva pe pia pedém ané to Centers for Dis-
ease Control, 15% towv acBevdv pe keparitiba ané Acan-
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Eikdva 5. Aaktvhioeibrig 81ibnon tov orpdparog otov acBevri tng
npaing nepintwong, naboyvwpoviké onpeio kepariudag and  Acan-
thamoeba.

thamoeba 8ev popovoav pakovg enapng. '*H peyaAvtepn
oelpd kepariudag ané Acanthamoeba oe un xphroteg
QPAK®OV ENAQnG, pe npodiabeoikolg napdyovieg to tpadua
1A 10 poAvopEvo vepS, ava@épbnke npéogara otnv [vdia.?

H kepatiunba ané Acanthamoeba, av ka1 ondvia otn
X®pa pag, pnopei va ovpBei ka1 og pn XpAoTeEg ARDOV
enaeng. H 8idyvoon kabBodg kat n évapén tng Bepaneiag
unopei va kabBvortepricovv, pe Svodpeoteg cuvéneleg yia
tov acBevni, av o o@Baipiarpog 1 o yevik6g 1atpdg Sev
AdBel vndyn tovg peizoveg mapdyovieg KIvSVBVoUL, MoV,
€KTOG and 1touvg @arolg enmaeng, sivalr to tpavpa Tov
keparoeidovg kai n €kBeon oe poNLOPEVO vePS. Ze
aoBeveig pe TuMmKA 1 6xX1 KAIVIKA napovoiaon Kepartiudag
ané Acanthamoeba ka1 10t0piké €kBeong oe €vav and
10V¢ napdyovieg KIvEUBVoL, eKTGS and tn XpHon Qark®v
enaprig, Ba npéner va yivetar Adyn  Seopdriav
keparoelbouvg yia kanAiépyeia Kal o un Bpentkd dyap
(non-nutrient agar 1,5%) i Aipn 10100 pe Biowia, dtav n
kaNAépyela twv Eeopdiov efval apvntiki.

ABSTRACT

Acanthamoeba keratitis in non-contact
lens wearers
K. TZANETOU,! D. MILTSAKAKIS,? S. ALIMISI?
E. DOLAPSAKI,! E. MICHAELIDOU !

E. LAMBRINIDOU,! E. MALAMOU-LADA!
Laboratory of Microbiology,
2Department of Ophthalmology, "G. Gennimatas"
District General Hospital of Athens, Athens, Greece

Archives of Hellenic Medicine 2000, 17(6):615-619

This is a report of 2 cases of culture-proven Acanthamoe-
ba keratitis, in non-wearers of contact-lenses, diagnosed
during the last 5 years. Both patients presented with symp-
toms and signs of advanced infection, of at least one
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month’s duration. The first patient presented with a ring-
shaped stromal infiltrate and had a history of corneal trau-
ma from a tree branch. The second was a seaman with a
central round infiltration who had a history of daily expo-
sure to contaminated reservoir water. Acanthamoeba was
isolated from biopsy material and corneal scrapings by cul-
ture on non-nutrient agar overlaid with Escherichia coli, as
well as from the reservoir water in the second case. Topi-
cal therapy (a combination of Brolene 0.1% and
Neosporine or Chloredixine 0.02% and Desomedine 0.1%)
failed, because of delayed diagnosis and treatment initia-
tion, and both patients subsequently underwent penetrat-
ing keratoplasty. In conclusion, non-wearers of contact-
lenses with symptoms of keratitis and a history of exposure
to one of the known risk factors (trauma, contact with con-
taminated water) should also be investigated for Acan-
thamoeba infection, so that early diagnosis investigated and
initiation of effective treatment can be ensured.

Key words: Acanthamoeba, Keratitis, Non-wearers of contact
lenses
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