EPEYNHTIKH EPTALIA
ORIGINAL PAPER

Enintwon Ko HoPIOKOC XOPUKTNPIGHOC
tou HHV-8 oto olipkwua Kaposi 6 000eVEiQ
META ond PETAPOOXEUGN VEPPOU

ZKOMOZ H €nintwon Tou capKwuatog Kaposi (EK) o6Toug UETOMOOXEUE-
VOUG aoeeveiq ival katd noAU uPnAdTteEPN CUYKPITIKA ME TO YEVIKO nAn-
Ouou6. H unopondoulevn and thv avoookatactonn EKGNAWOoN K GTIC
METANOGXEUGEIG UNOPEI VO OXETIZETAI TOGO LE TNV MIOAVA NAPOUGIO TOU
HHV-8 otoug acosveig npIv and th HETAMOOXEUON, EISIKA OTIC NEPIOXEQ
nou BswpoUVTal EVONUIKEG, 600 Kal IE TOV OUZNNEVO Kivouvo letddoong
TOU 10U MEGW NPOOBERANUEVHV HOOXEUMATWY. ZKONOG TNG EPYNTIiag ATav
n EKTiMNON TN cuoxEtiong tou HHV-8 e tnv avantuZn K otoug ‘EAAN-
VEG OCGOEVEIC UOTEPA ANG LETAMOOXEUCN VEPPOU KOl O MOPIOKOG Xapd-
KTNPIOGKOG Tou HHV-8 Je avanuon Twv NOAUMOPWYIKWV NEPIOXWV TWV YO-
VISiwV ORF-26 kol ORF-K1. YAIKO-ME®OAOZ EEstdiotnkav SEiyuata aipa-
TOG N I0TWV O0OEVWV IE VEPPIKO HAoXeUMa, o1 onoiol avéntuZav ZK, Kal
SeiyHaTa JETAMOOXEUNEVWV OGOEVWV Nou Sev avéntuZav K. Q¢ udptu-
PEC XPNOIMONOINONKAV SEIVUATO ACOEVWV HE KANOIKO IK, OCOEVWV HE
AIDS-0XeTIZOpEVO ZK KOl SEiypata uyiwv atouwV. H avixveuon tou HHV-8
NPAYMATONOINONKE E EvOeTn PCR (nested) Kai ENIBERAIVONKE UE NPOC-
S10PICMO TNG VOUKAEOTISIKAG afAAnAouxiag. H yovotunikA tagivéunon
NPOYMOTONOINONKE HE NPOCSIOPICHO TNE VOUKAEOTISIKAG AARNAOUXICG no-
AULOPQIKWV NEPIOXWV TWV YOVISiwV ORF-26 Kol ORF-K1. ANOTEAEZMATA
18 and toug 1055 UETOMOOXEUUEVOUG A0OEVEIG KAt Tnv NEPiodo 1983-
2001 avéntuZav K. DNA tou HHV-8 aviXveltnKe 6€ 93,3% TWV METAUO-
OXEUMEVWV O0OEVWV IE ZK, OE 10% TWV METOMOOXEUMEVWV OICOEVIIV XW-
pig ZK ka1 6 100% TWV 000EVWV ME KAOOIKO Kol AIDS-OXETIZOUEVO ZK nou
gZetdotnkav Kal 6 nocootd 16,7% ota uyii dtouda. ‘0cov agopd oto
HOPIOKO XOPAKTNPIOMO TOU HHV-8, Ta anoteAEoNaTO UNOSEIKVUOUV Hia
neavn cucxétion tou C3 yovotunou e to ZK peETh and petaudoxsuon
VEPPOU, Tou A4 li€ To AIDS-0XeTIZOEVO ZK KaI TOU A1 ME TO KAOOIKO ZK.
Ta otenéxn HHV-8 nou avixveutnkav ota dtopa Xwpi¢ K katavéuovtal
otouq C1, C3 kai A1 yovotunoug. ZYMMNEPAZMATA To 1,7% TwWV CCOEVWV
Nou UNoBARBNKAV OE IETANOGXEUON VEPPOU avénTuZav ZK. ZUMQWVa ME
T anoteAgéopata, o C3 yovotunog tou HHV-8 oxetigetal ue tnv avantu-
Zn IK 0€ aUTECQ TIC NEPINTWOEIC.
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To odpropa Kaposi (£ZK) eivar pia ondvia veonha-
oia, mov napovoidzetal pe £pvBOPo-1OEEIS EwG KLAVEG
knAiSeg, nAdkeg ka1 ozidia oto &éppa kair os daha op-
vava. 'Exovv neprypagei 4 Baoikoi tonoi:! (a) o cnopa-
81k6¢ N KAAoIKOG viidtunog, (B) o evdnuikég Tdrog, nov
napatnpeitar Kuping otv Agpikn, (yv) o eménuikég t0-
rnog, nov ovvavtdrar oe acBeveig pe HIV-Aoipwén, kai
(86) o 1atpoyevig tOnog, oe acBbeveig nov vrioBdannovtal
0g avoooKataotadtikh Oeparneia, Kupiog botepa and pe-
TapooXeVOEIG OPYAVmV.

H enintwon touv ZK otoug petapooxevpévouvg acBe-
veig gival katd nmoAv vYNASTEPN CLUYKPITIKA PE TO YEVI-
k6 nAnBvopd.? H ocuxvdinta tov nepinmtdosnv LK petd
and perapdoxevon ve@poL MoIKIAAEl avdhoya pE tn ye-
WYPAPIKN NMpoéNevon twv acBevav (niv. 1) kai oxetize-
Ta1 dueoa pe Tn XOpNYoVUEVN AVOCOKATACTAATIKA ay®-
yn.% 19 To 1atpoyevég ZK petd t perapdoxesvon npo-
oBdnnher Kupimg acBeveic xwpodv tng Meocoyeiov, tng
A@pikng, KaB®G ka1l twv xwpodv g KapaiBikng.?! O1
181e¢ nhnBuopiakég opddeg npooBandovtal eniong and
KAAoIKO N evdnuiké ZK oe peyadvtepn cvxvdointa.
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IMivakag 1. Zvxvémnta avdnrvuéng oapkdparog Kaposi (ZK) votepa
ané perapdoxevon veepov.!!

Xdpa kar nénn AcBeveic  Ap1Bp6g petapocxevpévmwy
pe ZK (%) acBevaodv
Avotpadia/Zidvel 0,17 4241
Kavaddg/Topdvto 0,54 1300
Ayyhia/Novbivo 0,31 1304
[aAdia/Avéy 048 2500
l'epuavia/AvéBepo 0,06 1497
Itadia/Mindvo 15 854
Poun 33 320
lopand/Petah Tiqua 24 330
lonavia/Mabpitn 05 609
EANGSa/Abrva 17 1055

(napovoa pedén)

‘Onwg oe oneg 11g popeég ZK, €101 ka1 10 1atpoyevég
oxetizetal pe v napovoia tov HHV-8, av kai 8sv éxe1
nANpw¢ S1VKPIVIOTE] €dV N €PHEAVION TOL CLUYKEKPIYE-
vou tonov ZK ogeidetal oe enavadpactnpionoinon tov
HHV-8 11 oe npwtoyevn pénvvon tov acBevovg péow

T0L pooxeparog.’Z-14

Nidgopor vndrvnor tov HHV-8, énwg kabopizovtai
and Tn CLYKEKPIPEVN AAANAOLXIA TOV MOAVUOPPIK®OY
nepioxav twv ORF-K1 xar ORF-26, éxe1 avagepbei ot
€MiONG OXETIZOVTAl PUE TN VE®YPAPIKA MPOEAELON TOV
acBevav. Qotdoo, Sev €xel anoca@nuiotel €4V cLyKe-
kpipévor vnéruror tov HHV-8 svoxomnolobvtar yia ov-
VKEKPIPEVOLG TUMOLG Tov ZK. 1516

H EAMNGSa, dnwg kar o1 dAdeg Meooyelakég XDpeg,
Bewpeital evnuIKA neploxn yia to knaoikd ZK, pe v
opoBstikdinta yia tov HHV-8 va xvpaivetar ané 4-
35% avdnoya pe tnv neploxh SsiyparoAnyiag.’” Me
Bdon 1a napandve, oKondg Tng rnapodoag HeENETNG ATAV
(a) va exkuunbei n ovoxétion tov HHV-8 pe tmv avd-
ntoén ZK otovg ‘EAAnveg acBeveig Votepa and perapd-
oxevon ve@poL Kail (B) va xapaxktnpiotodv o1 vrdturol
tov HHV-8 pe avddvon towv moAVHOPEIKAOV MEPIOXDOV
tov ORF-26 a1 ORF-K1.

YAIKO KAl MEOOAOL

AoBeveig

Ye 1055 petapooxevoelg veppov Katd 10 xpoviké Sidotnua
1983-2001, ZK esp@dvicav 18 acbeveic (1,7%), and touvg
oroiovg 16 Atav dudpeg kai 2 yuvaikeg. AvaSpouikd, peAeti-
Bnke n napovoia tov HHV-8 ce 15 8iabéoipa Seiypata peta-

I. TTATTAKQNZTANTINOY ka1 ovv

pooxevpévov acBevav pe ZK (ZK1-ZK15) kai oe 40 Seiypa-
Ta HETApOOXeLPEVEOY aocBevadv xopic ZK (M1-M40). TNévie
Seiyuata acBevadv pe AIDS-oxenizdpevo ZK (£K16-£K20),
11 Seiypara acBevdv pe khaoikd ZK (ZK21-£K31) kar 60
Sefypara vyidv atdpwv (H1-H60) xpnoponombnkav g pdp-
topeg (miv. 2).

Amropovwon DNA

DNA anopovadBnke and nepi@epiké aipa pe 1o obotnpa
QIAamp Blood Kit (Qiagen, Germany), cOu@mva pe 1g oén-

IMivakag 2. KAviko-emSnpioNoyikd XxapaknploTikd 1eov acbevav pe odp-
kopa Kaposi (ZK).

Aeiypa HIV-1 HHV-8 DNA Ténog XK*
ORF-26 ORF-K1

ZK1 - + + latpoyevég
ZK2 - + + latpoyevég
YK3 - + + latpoyevég
YK4 - + + latpoyevég
ZK5 - + + latpoyevég
YK6 - + + latpoyevég
YK7 - + + latpoyevég
ZK8 - + + latpoyevég
ZK9 - + + latpoyevég
2K10 - + + latpoyevég
ZK11 - + + latpoyevég
ZK12 - + + latpoyevég
¥K13 - + + latpoyevég
YK14 - + + latpoyevég
ZK15 - - - latpoyevég
ZK16 + + + AIDS-oxenizépevo
YK17 + + + AIDS-oxetizéuevo
ZK18 + + + AIDS-oxenizépevo
ZK19 + + + AIDS-oxenizépevo
¥K20 + + + AIDS-oxetizéuevo
ZK21 - + + Khaoiké
2K22 - + + KAaoiké
ZK23 - + + Khaoiké
ZK24 - + + Khaoiké
ZK25 - + + KAaoiké
ZK26 - + + KAaoiké
ZK27 - + + Khaoiké
ZK28 - + + Khaoiké
2K29 - + + KAaoiké
ZK30 - + + Khaoiké
ZK31 - + + Khaoikd

* latpoyevég: “Yotepa and perapdéoxevon ve@pol
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yieg TOL KAtaokeLAOTA, KAl Aré POVIPONOINPEVOLS OE apa®i-
vn 101006 pe 1o obotnpa QlAamp Tissue Kit (Qiagen). ‘Edey-
x0¢ tng akepaidétntag tov DNA €yive pe tov noddandaociacpd
nepioxng 430 Bdoswv 1oL avBpodmvov yovibiov GAPDH
(glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate dehydrogenase).

Avixvevon Tou HHV-8 pe évBetn PCR (nested-PCR)

[Na v apxikn e§otepikn PCR xpnoiporiombnkav o1 e181kol avi-
xvevtég (primers) HHVSAF (5" AGCACTCGCAGGGCAGTACG
3) ka1t HHV8AR (5" GACTCTTCGCTGATGAACTGG 3') yia
TOoV eKAeKTIKG monAandaciaocud neploxng 700 Bdoswv. H &1a-
6ikaoia tng PCR eixe wg £§n¢: Apxikn anodidraén otovg 94
‘C yia 2 min, akohovBoluevn and 35 KOKAOLG pe MPOEIA
Beppokpacidv 94 *C yia 30 sec, 60 °C yia 30 sec ka1 72 °C
via 45 sec. TeAikn empnikvvon otovg 72 °C yia 5 min. To
npoiév tng apxikng PCR (2 pl) xpnoipornoinBnke yia tov non-
AanAaociaopd (30 emnAéov KOKAOL) TNG EOWIEPIKAG MEPIOXNG
233 Bdoewv tov KS330,,, (16) pe toug £181kobg AVIXVELTEG
HHVS8BF (5" AGCCGAAAGGATTCCACCAT 3') ka1t HHVS8BR
(5" TCCGTGTTGTCTACGTCCAG 3’). Ta Beukd anoteié-
opata emBeBaidOnkav pe npoodiopiopd g VOLKAEOTISIKAG
aAAndovxiag twv npoidviov tng PCR (Tag DyeDeoxy
Terminator Cycle Sequencing kit and ABI 373A DNA
Sequencer, Perkin-Elmer, Forest City, CA, USA).

[ovoTOmnon Tou HHV-8

[ovottrinon tov HHV-8 npaypatonomfnke pe npocdiopi-
opd NG VOLKAEOTISIKAG aAANAOLXIAG TV MOAVHOPPIK®Y Me-
proxadv tov ORF-K1 ka1 ORF-26 (£K330), énwg nepiypdpetai
BiBA1oypaikd.’$1? H @udoyevetikh avdivon €yive pe to npéd-
ypappa PHYLIP package, version 3.5C. Ta npdtuna otedéxn
rnov xpnoipornoinbnkav Atav A1(BCBL-R), A4(BCBL-B),
A5(Ug374), B1(431KAP), B2(Ug81), B2*(UgD1), BCBL-1,
C1(ASM72), C3(BC2), C3(BC3), D1(TZK10) ka1 D2(ZZK3).
O1 voukdeotiSikég adAndouxisg avtedv sivar 81abéoipeg oty
GenBank (ko8ikoi AF133038 éwg AF133044, AF130289,
AF130291, AF13092, AF170531 ka1 U86667).

AMNOTEAEZMATA

Ané tovg 1055 acbeveig tng pedéing, ol onoiol vro-
BANOnkav oe perapdoxevon vegpov ta tedevtaia 18
xpovia, ZK sppdvicav 18 (1,7%). O xpdvog sppdviong
tov ZK kupdvOBnke and 6-102 pnveg (24,7+23,5 pn-
veg) HETd Tn petapdoxevon. Aeiypara and 15 acbeveig
ntav Siabéopa yia nepaitépm avadpopikh avaavon.
HHV-8 DNA gvrtoniotnke oe 14 ané touvg 15 (93,3%)
petapooxevpévouvg aoBeveig, oe 4 and tovg 40 peta-
pooxevpévoug aocBeveic (10%) xwpic ZK kai oe 10 and
toug 60 (16,7%) vyieig nov e€etdotnkav (si1k. 1). HHV-
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8 DNA avixveltnke og ONEG TIG MEPUTIOOEIS KAACIKOV
ka1 AIDS-oxetnzépevou ZK nov e€etdotnkav.

2ug nepintwoslg onov evioniotnke HHV-8, akoho-
Onos poplakdg xapakinpiopdg avtov. H obykpion tov
VOLKA£0TIBIKOV andnhovxidv tov ORF-26 avébeie tnv
vrapén S1a@dpwv yovotlnmv. ZLYKEKpIUEva, Oha ta
otedéxn HHV-8 nov evrtoniotnkav otovg petapooxev-
pévouvg aocBeveic pe ZK, ose 800 petrapooxevuévouvg
aoBeveig xwpig ZK, oe évav acBevn pe khaoikd ZK kai
oe 8 and 1a 10 Ssiypata vyidV atdpmwy, avnkav oTtov
vnérono C.’Onwg @aivetar otov nivaka 3, 17 octenéxn
(ZK1-2ZK12 ka1 H1-H5) napovociazav oponoyia pe tov
knd6o C3 ka1 6 otenéxn (K13, K14, K21, M1, M4
ka1 H6-H8) pe tov kAd6o C1. Zug 10 and ug 11 nepin-
1doe1g kKAaoikoL XK (£K22-2K31), otug 5 nepintdoeig
AIDS-oxetzépevov ZK (ZK16-2K20), o 2 and toug
petapooxevpévoug acBeveig xwpic LK (M2 kar M3) kai
oe 2 and touvg 11 vyieic (H9 xa1 H10), o HHV-8 avnke
otov A/D vnéruno. KaBag pe to ORF-26 o D vniétunog
Sev Siaxwpizetar and tov A (niv. 3), n XpNon avtng Ing

ta§ivéunong and pévn ng Ssv cuvviotdral.

O popiakég xapaktnpiopog tov HHV-8, pe avdnvon
TOV MOAVHOPPIKAOV VOULKNAEOTISIKOU AAANAOLXIOV TOL
ORF-K1 ota otenéxn mnov evroniotnkav, avédei€e tnv
vnapén tov C vndtunov oe 23 otedéxn (miv. 4). ZuyKe-
KpIpéva, Snwg kai pe v taivéunon pe to ORF-26, 17
andé avtd (ZK1-2K12 ka1 H1-H5) avnkav otov kKnddo
C3 ka1 8 (ZK13, K14, K21, M1, M4 ka1 H6-HS8)
otov C1 kndbo. Ta 5 otenéxn and ug nepintodoeig AIDS-
oxetnzépevov ZK (£K16-ZK20) aviikav otov A4 vné-
tno. Ta otenéxn ZK22-YK31 and 1o khaoikd ZK, ta
otedéxn M2, M3, kaBad¢ kar ta otenéxn H9 xar H10
avnkav otov Al vnérumno. Ta anoteAéopara tov popia-
KOV XapakTnpiopoL avéSeli§av LNEPOXN CLYKEKPIHEVOY
yovorttnov tov HHV-8 avddoya pe tov KAviko-emén-

piodoyiko tono tov ZK (1K 2).

- X3 bp

Eikéva 1. HAektpopdpnon avunpooenevtkdy Betukdv yia HHV-8
Serypdrov and acbeveic pe odpraopa Kaposi (Béoeig 1-3) ka1 apynti-
kv yia HHV-8 Seiypdteov and vyin dropa (Béoeig 4-6). To M vnobn-
Aavel 1o pdptupa popiakadv Bapav 100 bp Ladder (BioLabs). Zn 6éon
7 Bpioketal apvntikdg pdprupag yia v PCR (Sefypa xopic DNA).
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IMivakag 3. ZOyKpion 1@V NOAVHOPPIKAOV VOLKAEOTISIKGOYV aAAndovxidv 233 Bdoswv tov ORF-26, nov npooSiopiotnkav pe 61dgopovg undtunovg

npéronev otedexdv HHV-8.27 O vnérunog D Sev Siakpiverar ané tov A.

Ztenéxn ORF-26 (233 bp) Ynétvnog
981 1032 1055 1086 1094 1103 1122 1132 1139

BCBL-R T C G C G C G A A A
BCBL-B T C G C G C G A A A
431KAP C C G C G C G G C B
ASM72 C C G T A C G G C C1
BC2 C A T T A C G G C C3
BC3 C A T T A C G G C C3
TKS10 T C G C G C G G C A/D
ZKS3 T C G C G C G A A A/D
TK1-2K12, H1-H5 C A T T A C G G C C3
ZK13, K14, ¥K21, M1, M4, H6-H8 C C G T A C G G C C1
ZK16-ZK20, £K22-2K31, M2, M3, H9-H10 T C G C G C G A A A/D

2YZHTHXH

O pnxaviopég petédoong tov HHV-8 napapéver vné
oLzNTNoN, av Kai vrdpxel KaBoNKA cvpPwvia 4t o eni-
MoAAcpog TOL CLYKEKPIUEVOL 100 gp@avizel PEYANES
Siakvpdvoeig petald 1wv S1aQopwV YE®YPAPIKOV Te-
proxadv.2° ¥y EAAGSq, 1o ZK spgavize: enintoon 1,7%
petd tn veepikn petapdoxevon.?? To nocootd avtd Bpi-
oketal og aviiotoixia pe 8eSopéva and AANEG XDPES
g Meooyeiov.2452223

HHV-8 avixvettnke og 93,3% 1oV PETANOOXEVUEVOY
acBsvav pe ZK nov pedetibnkav avadpopikd, nocootd
onpaviikd vywnAdtepo and avtd Mov NpocdlopicTnKe
OTOULG pETapOoXeVREvoLg acBeveic xwpic ZK (10%). Ta
anoteAéopara emBeBaidvouvy TNV 16XVPN CLOXETION TOL
HHV-8 pe 10 £ZK.?* Qotdoo, 10 yeyovdg 411 vndpxouvv
Kai petapooxevpévorl acBeveic ue HHV-8 nov 8gv éxouvv
avantv€er ZK Seixvel éu kar dAdol napdyovieg, Onwg n
yvevetukn npodidBson, n naboyovikdtnta touv 1KoV oTe-
AExoULg Kal TO 11IKG @opTtio, purnopsi va spnAékovial otnv
avdntuén XK.2%5

Eménpiodoyikd 8eSopéva vnodSnadvouvv 611 vywnin
enintwon tov HHV-8 oto yeviké nanBuopd pnopesi va
ovoxetizetal pe av€npévn cvxvétnta epgdviong ZK petd
and perapdoxevon veepoL.? Te cuppwvia pe nponyov-
peveg pedéteg!” kar Kabadg n enintwon tov HHV-8 ota
vy dropa npoodiopiotnke oto 16,7%, pnopei va vro-
1e0ei 61 o kivbuvvog avdantuéng ZK Votepa and pera-
pdoxevon veppoL ogeiNetal Kupiwg otnv enavadpactn-
proroinon tov HHV-8 ka1 Sgvtepevéviwg otn petddoon
10V 100 péow 1oL 83t.?° Kabdg n napodoa pedétn sivai

avadpouikn Kal ev vrmpxav Ssiyparta and tovg avri-
otoixoug 8dteg, Sev unopei va anocagnviotei £dv kai
oe mnolo BaBud spnAéketal n petddoon tov HHV-8 péow
TOL HOOXEVUATOG.

A&ioonpsioto sival 61 otnv napovoa peAétn napartn-
peital LIEPOXN CLYKEKPINEVOV yovotunov tov HHV-8
OE OLYKEKPINEVOLG KAIVIKO-emMENUON0YIKOUG torovg ZK.
ZUVKeKpIPEVQA, Ta anotenéopara vrnoSelIkKvOOLY Hid Mi-
Bavn ocvoxétnion tov C3 yovATuIov HUE TO 1ATPOYEVEG
2K Votepa and perapdoxsvon veppo?, tov Ad pe 1o
AIDS-oxenizépevo ZK kair tov Al pe 1o KAaoiké ZK

2K22-2K31/M2, M3/H9, H10
BCBL-1

99,3 A5

EK1-ZK12/H1-H5

90,9 a3

e ci

K13, ZK14, £K21/M1, M4/H6-H8

91,8

100 100

D2

D1

Eikéva 2. dvdoyevetiki avdivon tov apivoSiK@dy aAAnAouxidy g
nepioxng ORF-K1, tov HHV-8 otedexdv mov efetdomnkav kal tov
npdTLN@V oTeNexdV, énwg ovviotdtal and toug Zong et al.’?
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ABSTRACT

.............................................................................................................................................................................

Incidence and molecular characterization of HHV-8 in Kaposi's sarcoma among renal
transplant recipients

G. ZAVOS,! 1. PAPACONSTANTINOU,! M. GAZOULI,? V. METAXA-MARIATOU,® I. BOKOS,!
P. ARAPANTONI-DADIOTIL* K. GIASLAKIOTIS,®* G. NASIOULAS,* A. KOSTAKIS!

!Transplantation Department, “Laiko” General Hospital, Athens, 2Department of Histology-Embryology,

School of Medicine, University of Athens, Athens, 3Molecular Biology Research Center, “Hygeia” Hospital-

“Antonis Papayiannis”, Athens, *Department of Pathology, “Metaxa” Anti-Cancer Hospital, Piraeus,
*Department of Pathology, “Laiko” General Hospital, Athens, Greece

Archives of Hellenic Medicine 2004, 21(3):267-273

OBJECTIVE The incidence of Kaposi’s sarcoma (KS) in renal transplant recipients is significantly greater than
that in the general population. It is still unclear whether post-transplant KS is due to reactivation of HHV-8 as
result of immunosuppressive treatment or to primary HHV-8 infection transmitted via organ transplantation.
The goals of the present study were assessment of the association of HHV-8 with KS developing in Greek renal
transplant recipients and HHV-8 characterization, by subtyping of the ORF-26 and ORF-K1 genomic regions.
METHOD Blood or tissue samples from transplant recipients with and without KS were examined. As controls,
samples from classic KS patients, AIDS-associated KS patients and healthy individuals were examined in
parallel. The HHV-8 detection was performed by nested-PCR, and confirmed by nucleotide sequencing of the
PCR products. The genotyping of HHV-8 isolates was carried out by nucleotide sequencing of specific variable
regions of ORF-26 and ORF-K1. RESULTS Of 1055 patients who received renal transplants during the last
18 years, KS was encountered in 18 (1.7%). HHV-8 DNA was detected in 93.3% of KS transplant recipients
and in 10% of transplant recipients without KS. HHV-8 DNA was found in all cases of patients with classic and
AlIDS-associated KS and in 16.7% of healthy individuals tested. Concerning the genotype, the findings imply a
possible link with the C3 subtype of HHV-8 in renal-transplant related KS cases, a possible link with the A4
subtype in AIDS-associated KS cases and a potential involvement of the A1l subtype in Greek classic KS cases,
as HHV-8 strains among healthy individuals tested belong to the C1, C3 or Al subtypes. CONCLUSIONS
Kaposi’s sarcoma presented with an incidence of 1.7% after renal transplantation in this study. A possible link
with the C3 subtype of HHV-8 was identified in renal-transplant related KS cases.

Key words: HHV-8, Kaposi’s sarcoma, Renal transplantation
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