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REVIEW

Mopiakoi d€ikTeC MPOYVWOTIKAG
Katnyoplomoineng Kat mapakoAouonong
NG EAAXIOTNG UTOAEIHHATIKIIG VOOOU
othv O&eia Muehoyevi Aeuyatpia

Méxp1 orHEPQ, TO EVPHMATA TG KUTTAPOYEVETIKAG LEAETNG KATA TN Stdyvwon
TIOPEXOUV TIG GNUAVTIKOTEPEG TTANPOPOPIEC YIC TNV TIPOYVWCT TWV ACOEVWV PE
O¢&eia Muehoyeviy Aeuyatpia (OMA) Kat XpnGIHOTOIOUVTAL VIO TNV KATNYOPL0-
T0INOT TOUG O€ TPEIG SIOKPITEG MPOYVWOTIKEG OUASES (KAARG, EvOIdpeon Kal
KOKNG POYVWONG). ZToug aoOevei TG OpMAadag KAARG TPoyvwong amavIwvTol
OUYKeEKppéva Xipaipikd yovidia (PML/RARa, AML1/ETO, CBFB/MYH11), otnv
TAUTOMOINGN TNG TAPOUCIAg TWV OMOiWV HMOoPoUV va CUUBANIOUV EKTOG
amd TNV KAAGIKA KUTTOPOYEVETIKN Kal ot TEXVIKEG TNG Moplaki¢ Bioloyiag.
H mAeloPneia Twv acbevwv pe OMA aviKel otV ev8lAPESNC TPOYVWONG
opdda Kal ol TEPIOCOTEPOL A aAvToUG (To 45% TEPITTOU TOU GUVOAOU TWV
nepumtwosewv OMA) epg@avi{ouv @uGLIoAOYIKO KapudTturo Katd tn Sidyvwon
g vooou (cytogenetically normal-acute myeloid leukemia, CN-AML). Me
T Bondela Twv TEXVIKWVY TNG Moplakng Bioloyiag, 6Toug GUyKeKpLUEVOUG
aoBevei¢ SlamotwOnKe n mapouacia petaAa&ewv o€ apKetd yovidia (FLT3,
NPM1, CEBPA, MLL, N-RAS, RUNX1, WT-1, IDH), ka®w¢ Kat au€nuévn ék@paocn
aMwv yowiSiwv (WT-1, EVIT1, PRAME, BAALC, ERG, MN-1). Ané 6Aa autd, yia tnv
TIPOYVWOTIKN Katnyoplomoinon twv acBevwv pe CN-AML evSiagépouv ta
yovidia tng NPM1, Tou FLT3 kau tou CEBPA. Emiong, mpoo@ata, apKETEG MENE-
TEG IOV aPopoLV o€ aoBeveic pe 1(8;21) OMA €xouv avadeifel tnv mapouacia
petaAa&ewv o€ oplopéva yovidia (c-KIT, N-RAS, FLT3). ITIG GUYKEKPIMEVEG
TEPIMTWOELS, N TApouasia peTaAaewv Tou ¢-KIT (evtom{Opeveg KUpiwG 0To
exon 8) £Xel CUOYETIOTEI e apvnTIKA TPoyvwon. H mapakohotOnon tng EAdx1-
otng Ymoheippatiking Nocou (EYN) petd tn xnuetoBepamneia (X/0) edpaiwong
gival onuavtikni ya tnv a§loAéynon tou KivéUvou umoTpomig TG vOGou
otov KaBe acBevi pe OMA {exwpiotd. H Suvatotnta mapakoholOnong Tng
EYN otnv OMA pE TIG HOPLOKEG TEXVIKEG EVIOXUONKE ONUAVTIKA TG00 amo TN
xpnon tng Real Time Quantitative-Polymerase Chain Reaction (RQ-PCR), 660
Kl amd ThV TAUTOMOINoN €EVOG GNUAVTIKOU aplOpoU yoviSiwv-«oToXwv» Ta
onoia avagépOnkav mponyoupévwg. X’ 6,Tt a®opd oTn CUUBOAN TWV HOPLOKWV
TEXVIKWV 0TnV mapakohovOnon tng EYN aifel va emonuavOei 611, kTG amod
Ta Xipaipikd yovidia PML/RARa, AML1/ETO kot CBFB/MYH11, To yovibio tng
NPM1 kou to WT-1 anotehoUv Ta mAéov UTOOXOHEVA YoVidla-«GTOXoUG» yia
v mapakoAouBnon tng EYN otnv OMA pe tnv texviki Tng RQ-PCR.
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211¢ ta§vopnoelg tng Oegiag Mughoyevoug Aguxatpiog
(OMA) amé tov Naykoouto Opyaviopo Yyeiag (WHO) (2001
Kal 2008), EKTOC aATTO TA EUPHAMATA TNG KUTTAPOMOPPOAO-
yiag kal TN avooo@aIvVOTUTTIKAG LEAETNG, ONUAVTIKO POAO
QIEKTNOAV TA EUPAMATA AP’ EVOG TNG KUTTAPOYEVETIKAG

KOl a@’ ETEPOU TWV TEXVIKWV TNG Moplakrig Bioloyiag.
2Tnv mapoloa avaokomnon, n omoia Ba Paciotei otnv
Ta&vopnon tov WHO tou 2008, Ba emixelpnBei n avadeién
¢ a&iag Twv TEXVIKWY TNG Moplakng Bloloyiag oxt povo
oTNnV TeEKUNpiwon t¢ dtdyvwong tng OMA, aAAd kat oTtnVv
TIPOYVWOTIKH KATNYOPLOTIOiNoT TNG, KABWGE KAl 0TN MEAETN
¢ EAdxiotng YnmoAeippatikng Nooou (EYN).
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2. MOPIAKOI AEIKTEZ MPOINQXTIKHZ
KATHIOPIOMOIHZHXZ THXZ OZEIAX
MYENOTFENOYZXZ AEYXAIMIAZ

Hta&ivopnon tng OMA katda WHO (2008) katnyoploTolei
TIc OMA w¢ €€ ¢: (a) OMA e CUYKEKPIUEVEC KUTTAPOYEVETI-
KEG avwualigg (miv. 1), (B) OMA pe SuomAacia TouldxloTov
Svo ocelpwy, (y) Sdeuteponabeic (ueTd amd Bepaneia yia
AN veomAacia) OMA, (6) OMA un ta&lvOPOUUEVEG OTIG
TPoavaQEPOEIoEC UTTOKATNYOPIES, (€) HUENIKO CAPKWUA, (OT)
OMA oxeti{OpeveG e To ouvSpopo Down kat () SevOpITIKES
OMA.” Méxpl OrjlEPQ, TA EVPAMATA TNG KUTTAPOYEVETIKAG
HEANETNG KATA TN Sldyvwon TTAPEXOLV TIG OCNUAVTIKOTEPEG
TANPOYOpPIEC yia TNV Mpdyvwon Twv acBevwv pe OMA
KAl XPNOILOTIOIoUVTAL YO TNV KATNYOPLOTIOiNOK TOUG O€
TPELG SIOKPITEG TIPOYVWOTIKEG OHASES (KAAG, evllaueong
KAl KAKAG TPoyvwong).2~ Ot acBeveic TNG opuddag Kakng
(favorable) mpoyvwong (25% mepimouv Tou GUVOAOU TwV
nepimtwoswv OMA) avikouv otnv oudda twv OMA pe
OUYKEKPIUEVEG KUTTAPOYEVETIKEG AVWHANIEG KAl XOPAKTNPI-
Covtal amé TNV mapouaoia ipaiplkwy yovidiwv (PML/RARa,
AML1/ETO, CBF3/MYH11), Ta omoia TpoKUTTTOLV, avTioTOIXA,
Ao TIG AKOAOUBDEC XPWUOOWHIKEG AvTIPETAOEOEIG: t(15;17),
1(8;21), inv(16).>~ H mAeloPneia tTwv acBevwv pe OMA
(55—60% nepimou) avnkel otnv evoldueong (intermediate)
TPOYVWOoNG oudda Kal ol TIEPICCOTEPOL ATTO AUTOUC (To 45%
TIEPITTOU TOU CUVOAOU TwV TrepIMTWoewv OMA) eppavifouv
(PUCLIONOYIKO KapuodTuTo KaTd TN Sldyvwon tng vooou.”~
Amé ta mpoava@epBévTa kKabioTatal GagEg 0Tt TOUAAXIOTOV
yla toug acBeveic pe OMA KaArg TTPOYVWONG, EKTOG amod
TNV KAAOIKI] KUTTAPOYEVETIKY, UTTAPXEL Kal n Sduvatoétnta
TAUTOTTOINCN G TOUG HEoW TNG avASEIENG TN TapoUCiag Twv
Xipaptkwv yovidiwv PML/RARa, AML1/ETO kai CBF3/MYH11
HE TN PonBela Twv TEXVIKWY TNG Moplaknig Bioloyiag.t H
MAéoV €VAioONTN TEXVIKA QAVIXVELONG TWV TTAPAYOUEVWV

Nivakag 1. O&eia puehoyevng Aevxaipia (OMA) pe GUYKEKPIPEVEG KUT-
TOPOYEVETIKEG AVWHONIEG.

t(8;21) OMA

inv(16) OMA

t(15;17) OMA

t(9;11) OMA

t(6;9) OMA

inv(3)-t(3;3) OMA

t(1;22) OMA

OMA pe yovidiakég petaAdéeig
OMA pe petalagelg tou yovidiouv NPM1
OMA pe petalNdéelg Tou yovidiov CEBPA

HETAYPAPWVY amd Ta MpoavagepBEvTa XIHAIPIKA yovidia
gival n Reverse Transcriptase-Polymerase Chain Reaction
(RT-PCR). H ouykekplpévn oTpaTNYIKR XPNOLOTTOLETAL KATA
™ Sidyvwon ™ OMA oTIC akOAOULOEC TIEPIMTWOELG: ()
‘Otav n avappo®non IKAVOTIOINTIKAG TTOCOTNTAG HUEAOU
TWV 00TWV gival aduvatn (cuvriBw¢ Adyw vPYnAoL opTiou
VOOOU) Kal UTTAPXOUV eVOEIEEIC (KAMVIKEG, LOPPONOYIKEC,
AVOCO@AIVOTUTTIKEG) EvOEXOUEVNG TTapouaiag t(15;17) OMA,
1(8;21) OMA 1y inv(16) OMA, (B) 6tav ol KAAIEPYELEC TOU
HUENOU TWV OOTWV ATTOTUYXAVOUV CUVOAIKA 1) €V HEPEL VA
odnyroouv oTnV Mapaywyr IKAVoToInNTikoL aptBuou a&lo-
AOYNOIUWV HETAPACEWY, EVW UTTAPXOULV eVOEIEEIG (KAIVIKEG,
HOPPOAOYIKEG, AVOCOPAIVOTUTTIKEG) EVOEXOUEVNG TTAPOUTIAG
t(15;17) OMA, t(8;21) OMA 1 inv(16) OMA kat (y) étav o
KAPUOTUTIOC €iVal (PUCIONOYIKOG, EVW LTTIAPXOULV eVOEIEELg
(KMIVIKEG, LOPPOANOYIKEG, AVOCO@AIVOTUTTIKECG) EVOEXOUEVNG
mapouoiag t(15;17) OMA, t(8;21) OMA 1y inv(16) OMA. Ao
AVASPOMIKEG UEAETEG TIPOKUTITEL TO CUMTTEPACUA OTL N
KAOOLIK] KUTTOPOYEVETIKN ATTOTUYXAVEL va avadeifel Tnv
mapouvocia TnG t(15;17) oto 5—10% TWV MEPIMTWOEWY, TNG
t(8;21) OMA o10 8—10% TWV TTEPIMTWOEWYV Kal TNG inv(16)
010 4—5% TWV TTEPIMTTWOEWV.”

2.1.'EAeyxo¢ mapouoiag XIHaIpIKwy yovidiwv

2.1.1. Reverse Transcriptase-Polymerase Chain Reaction
(RT-PCR). To mpwTto PBrAua tTnG €V AOYw TEXVIKAG €ival n
avaotpopn petaypaen RNA oe cDNA (complementary
DNA) pe tn xprion tou evUUOoU avAaoTpo®n HETAYPAPAC
(reverse transcriptase) kat KATAANAWV EKKIVNTWV (primers).
3Tn ouvéxela, pue kKAaoikry PCR emituyxdvetal o moANamAa-
OlAOMOC TOL emMBLUUNTOU TURHOTOG cDNAS

2.1.2. Avixveuon PML/RARa uetaypdpwv katd t Sidyvwon
™M¢ OMA. Onwg gival yvwoTto, n t(15;17) odnyei oto oxnua-
TIOMO Tou PML/RARa xipaipikoU yovidiou, pe amotéleopa
TNV Mapaywyn TwV OUWVUHUWV HeTaypdewv. To yovidio PML
evtomifetal 0To Xpwpodowua 15, evw to yovidio RARa oto
xpwpéowpa 17. Artd tn ouvtnén autwv Twv Svo yovidiwv
TIPOKUTITEL TO XIMalPtkd yovidio PML/RARA 0TO XpwHOOWHA
15. H avixvevon twv PML/RARa XIHAIPIKWV UETAYPAPWV
Katd T Siayvwon tng OMA gival eUKOAN PE TNV EQappoyn
NG RT-PCR pe toug ekKivnTéG (primers) Kal TG oUVOKEG
avtidpaong mou mapovctdoTnkav otn PiPAloypagia ano
TNV opdda BIOMED-1 1o 1999. Inuelwvetal 0Tl UTTAPXOLV
TPElG SlapopeTikoi Tutol PML/RARA XIMAIPIKWY HETAYPAPWY
(berl, bcr2 xat ber3), avdloya pe tn Béon Bpavong Tou
yovidiou PML oto Xpwpoowpa 15. Autd ouvendyetal ot
o€ KABe mepimtwon mOavng t(15;17) OMA Ba mpémnel va
mpayuatornolovvtal TpelG Slagopetikég RT-PCR.8

2.1.3. Avixvevon AML1/ETO uetaypdowv katd tn Sid-
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yvwon ¢ OMA. 'Onwg givat yvwoTd, n t(8;21) odnyei oto
oxnuatiopod tou RUNXT/RUNXTTT (AML1/ETO) xipaiplkoV
yovidiou, e amoTéAECHA TNV TTAPAYWYH TWV OUWVULIWYV
petaypdagwv. To yovidio AMLT evtomiCetal 0To Xpwuoowua
21, evw 10 Yovidio ETO 010 Xpwuoowua 8. ATid Tn ouvtnén
TwV SU0 CUYKEKPIHEVWY YOVISIWV TIPOKUTITEL TO XIHALPIKO
yovidio AML1/ETO oto xpwpoéowpa 21. H avixvevon twv
AMLI1/ETO XIHAIPIKWV PETAYPAPWY KATA TN S1dyvwon TG
OMA €ival eUKOAN pe TNV g@appoyn TG RT-PCR pe toug
EKKIVNTEC (primers) Kal TIG CLUVORKEeC avTiGpaong mou TTapou-
oldotnkav otn BiBAoypagia and tnv opdda BIOMED-1 to
1999. ZnueliwveTal OTL UTTAPXEL EVAg Kal povo tumog AML1/
ETO xpaipikwv petaypdgwy, emeldr ol Béoeig Opavong tou
yovidiou AMLT oto Xpwpoowpua 21 kat Tou yovidiou ETO
OTO Xpwudowua 8 sival otabepéc.t

2.1.4. Avixveuon CBFB/MYH 11 uetaypdpwv katd tn Sidyvw-
on tn¢ OMA. Onwcg gival yvwoTto, n t(16;16) rj inv(16) odnyei
OTO OXNUATIONO Tou CBFB/MYH11 Xipaipikov yovidiou, pe
ATMOTEAECHA TNV TTAPAYWYH TWV OPWVUHWY UETAYPAPWV.
Tbéoo 1o yovidio CBF3 600 kal To yovidio MYH11 evtomiCo-
vTal 0710 Xpwudéowpa 16. Amd T ouvtnén auvtwv Twv dvo
YoviSiwV TTPOKUTITEL TO XIHAIPIKO Yyovidio CBFB/MYH11 oto
XPWHOowWHa 16. H avixveuon Twv XIHAIPIKWY HETAYPAPWV
CBFB/MYH11 katd tn Stdyvwon tng OMA €ival eOKoAn pe
TNV g@appoyr tng RT-PCR pe Toug ekKIVNTEG (primers) kat
TIG OLUVONKEC avTidpaong TTou TapouciaoTnkav otn BiBAo-
ypagia and tnv opdda BIOMED-1 10 1999. Xnpueiwvetatl 6Tl
urtdpxouv 8éka StagopeTikoi Tumot CBFB/MYHT 1 XiHalpIKwv
petaypdowv (A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, 1,J), avdhoya pe Tig Béoelg
Opavong twv yovidiwv CBF (buo SiapopeTikég) kat MYHT1
(10 S10¢OPETIKEG) OTO XPWHOOWHA 16. AUTO CUVETTAYETAL
Tl og kABe mepintwon mOavng inv(16) OMA Ba mpémnel
va e@apuolovtal Touldxiotov Svo StagopeTikég RT-PCR.
A&iCel va onuelwBdei 0TI 0TN CUVTPIITTIKA TAElOYN@ia TwV
nepmTwoswy t(16;16) i inv(16) OMA (85%) avixvevovtal
TUmou A CBFB/MYHT1 Xiuaipikd petdypagpa.t

2.2. 'EAeyxoc¢ mapouaciag yoviSIoKWV HETAAMNAEEWY

H Siamiotwon tng Umap&ng YoviSIakwv UETANNAEEWY,
AaAAA Kal au€nPévng EKQPAONG OUYKEKPIMEVWY YyoviSiwy,
KATESEIEE TNV ETEPOYEVELA TWV TTEPITTWOEWV TNG OMA akdpn
Kal M€CO OTIG KUTTOAPOYEVETIKA KADOPIOUEVEC TIDOYVWOTIKEG
OMdadeg, 1Slaitepa S& 0TN PeYAAUTEPN ATTO AUTEC (EVSIAEONG
mPOyvwong), otnv omoia mepAapdvovtal ol acOeveic pe
puololoylko kapuoétumio (Cytogenetically Normal-Acute
Myeloid Leukemia, CN-AML).? Ei81kOTEPQ, KOTA TNV TEAEUTAIA
Sekarmevtaetia €xel SlamoTwOei N mapouoia petaA\dewv
o€ apkKeTd yovidia (FLT3, NPM1, CEBPA, MLL, N-RAS, RUNX1,
WT-1, IDH), xaBwg¢ kat avénuévn ékppaon AAwv yovidiwv
(WT-1, EVI1, PRAME, BAALC, ERG, MN-1).° Ot ueTaANAEELG Kal

I. KAKKAX

n avénuévn €kepaocn Twv TpoavapepBéviwy yovidiwv
Katd KUplo Adyo avixvevovtal o aoBeveig pe CN-AML. Ot
HETAANAEELG Twv FLT3, NPM1 kat CEBPA xpnoiuomololvTal
1nén yia TNV MPOoyvVwWOoTIKH KATNYOPLlOTIoiNoN Twv acBevwyv
pe CN-AML.S EmmpdoBeta, omwg €xel Adn avagepOei, ot
peTara&elg twv NPMT kat CEBPA xpnotporolouvTal Kat otn
SlayvwoTikn katnyoptlomoinon thg OMA katd WHO (2008).

2.2.1. FLT3/ITD. To FLT3 yovidio (xpwpoowua 13q12)
KWSIKOTIOLEl TNV OUWVLUN TIPWTEIVN-uTToSoXéa TWV TIPO-
YOVIKWV QIPOTIOINTIKWY KUTTAPWYV UE SpaoTIKOTNTA TUPO-
OWIKNG Kivaonc. O evéoyevric avadimactacpog TUAUATOG
Tou yovidiou (FLT3 Internal Tandem Duplication, FLT3/ITD)
mou evtomiletal ota exon 14—15 odnyei oTnV emurikuvon
TWV TTAPAYOMEVWYV PETAYPAPWYV Katd 3—400 Bdaocelg (cuvn-
Bwg 30—150). H emimtwon tou FLT3/ITD otn CN-AML gival
mepimou 35% kat oto cuvolo Twv OMA 25-30% mepimou.
'ONEG Ol HEAETEG CUUEPWVOUV YIA TNV APVNTIKK TIPOYVWOTIKA
a&ia Tou FLT3/ITD otn CN-AML. H avixveuon tou FLT3/ITD
UTTopEi va mpaypatomoindei ue NAEKTPOPOPNON O YENN
ayapolng petd amd kAaoikn PCR, i pe Capillary Electropho-
resis and Fragment Analysis petd and khaoikn r; RT-PCR
He xprion @BopllovTwy eKKIVNTWV. Me TN CUYKEKPIMEVN
TEXVIKA UTTAPXEL N SLVATOTNTA AVIXVELONG UIKPOU peyEBoug
avadimactacuwy (katw amd 20 Bdaocelg).>’?

2.2.2. MetaAAdéeig tou yovidiou NPM 1. Ol GUYKEKPIEVEG
petard€elg evtoniCovtal oto exon 12 tou yovidiou NPM1
(Xpwpoowpa 5g35) kat odnyouv OTNV EMUAKUVOL TOU
Katd téooeplg Bdoelg. Ot petardéelg Tou yovidiou NPM1
avixvevovtal 0to 50% Tepimou Twv evnAikwv acBsvwyv pe
CN-AML kat 0to 35% TTEPITTOU TOU CUVOAOU TWV TIEPITTWOE-
wv OMA. Katd ouvET€lg, gival ol CUXVOTEPQA AVIXVEUOUEVEG
peTard€elc otnv OMA. 'ONeC TTAEOV Ol UEAETEG CUMPWVOUV
yla tn BTk TpoyvwoTikn a&ia Tng mapouaciag twv NPM1
METAAAGEewV pe ouyxpovn amouaia tou FLT3/ITD o€ aoBeveig
pe CN-AML. ‘Exouv mreptypagei >30 TapaANayEG PETANNG-
Eewv pe umrepoyn Tpwwv (A, B kat D), ol omoigg kaAUTTTOUV
TOUAAXIOTOV TO 90% TWV TTEPIMTWOEWV. Ol CUYKEKPIUEVEG
HETAANGEELG aviyveLovTal gite pe avaAuon aAnAouxiog Ba-
oswvV (sequencing) petd amno kAaotkn PCR, eite pe Capillary
Electrophoresis and Fragment Analysis petd amd KAAOIKN
11 RT-PCR pe xpnon @Bopildvtwy ekkivnTwv.'=’3

2.2.3. MetaAAaéeig tou CEBPA yoviiou. To CEBPA yovidio
(Xpwpoowua 19q13) KWSIKOTIOLE TNV OUWVUN TTPWTEIVN
HE SPACTIKOTNTA UETAYPAPIKOV TTAPAYOVTA, N OTToia €XEL
onUavTik ouuPBoArl otn dtapoporoinon TNG MUEAIKAG
oglpdc. Ot petal\déelg oto éva kat povadikd exon Tou
npoavagepBévtog yovidiou odnyolv ce Satapayxr Tng
AertoupyikéTNTAag Tou CEBPA petaypa@ikol mapdyovta,
MUE TEAIKA OUVETTEID TNV AvaoToAn Slagoporoinong Tng
MUENIKAG oglpdc. H emintwon twv CEBPA petaldewv
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otoug eviihikeg aoBeveic pe CN-AML gival mepimou 15%
(10% mepimou yia To UVOAO TwV TTEPIMTTWOEWV OMA). O\eg
OXeSOV Ol HEAETEC CUUPWVOUV Yia TN BETIKNA TTPOYVWOTIKN
a&ia Twv petaANG&ewv tou yovidiouv CEBPA (10laitepa Twv
biallelic) otoug acBeveic pe CN-AML. Ol CUYKEKPIUEVEG
HETANGEELG avixveuovTal pe avaluon aAnAouyiag Bdoswv
(sequencing) petd amd kKAaoikry PCR.™-7¢

2.2.4. Core Binding Factor (CBF) OMA. Ot CBF OMA, ol
omoigg xapaktnpifovtal anmd tnv mapouacia tng t(8;21) n
¢ inv(16), armoteAouV To 15% TEPITTOU TOLU CUVOAOU TWV
nepimtwoswv OMA. Mapd 1o yeyovog 6Tt n mpdyvwon Twv
CBF OMA xapaktnpiletal €uvoikr, Touhdaxiotov To 30%
TWV &V ANOYyw acBevwv umrotpommAalouv PETA TNV apXIKN
avtanokplon tng vooou. MNpdoeata, ApKETEC UENETEG TTOU
agopouv os acBeveig pe CBF OMA éxouv avadeiel Tnv
mapouoia petara&ewv og oplopéva yovidia (c-KIT, N-RAS,
FLT3) otn ouykekplpévn opada acOevwv. Ot LETOANAEEIG TOU
c-KIT yovidiou (xpwudowpa 4g11), To omoio KwdIKomolel
TNV opwvuun MpwTteivn-ummodoxéa, evtomifovtal gite 0TO
exon 8 (amaleipelg/mpoobnkeg Bdoswv), €ite 0TO exon
17 (onuelakég peTaANdgelg). Amavtwvrtal oto 20—30%
TwV nepMtwoewv CBF OMA. ITI¢ MEPIMTWOELG TwV aobOe-
VWV pE t(8;21) OMA, n mapouocia petardéewv tou c-KIT
(evromlopeveg Kupiwg O0To exon 8) €XOUV CUCXETIOTEL PE
apvNTIKA TPOYyvwon. Ta AmoTEAECUATA TWV HEAETWV avVa-
POPIKA UE TNV TTPOYVWOTIKA adia Twv c-KIT petal\dewv
(evromlopevwy Kupiwg oto exon 17) otoug aoBeveic pe
inv(16) OMA &ival avTIKpOUOUEVA. 2TIG TIEPICOOTEPES TWV
TIEPIMTWOEWV OEV TEKUNPLWVETAL N APVNTIKH TIPOYVWOTIKA
Toug a&ia yla Tn OUYKEKPIMEVN opAada acBevwyv. Aldpopeg
TEXVIKEG XPNOLUOTIOIOUVTAL YIA TNV AVIXVEUON HETAANAEEWV
ToU ¢-KIT, pg ONUAVTIKOTEPEG TNV avAAuon aAAnAouxiag
Bdoswv (sequencing) kat Tn Melting Curve Analysis.””~"®

3. MOPIAKOI AEIKTEZ MAPAKONOYOHXZHXZ
THXZ EAAXIZTHZ YIMTOAEIMMATIKHZ NOXOY
2ZTHN O=ZEIA MYEAOTENH AEYXAIMIA

Eival yvwoto 6t n €€€Mi€n Tou kdBe acBevoug pe OMA
EexwploTd Sev pmopei va ekTiunBei a&lOMOoTa, EVW ONUAVTIKO
TIPOYVWOTIKO TTApAyovTa amoTeAEi 0 BaBudg avtandkplong
otn xnueloBeparneia (X/©) epddou. H mapakorolBnon tng
EAGxiotng YmoAeppotikiig Néoou (EYN) petd tn X/© epodou
Kal 18laitepa petd ™ X/0 edpaiwong gival onUavTIKn yia TNV
a&lohéynon Tou Kiv8Uvou UTTOTPOTIAG TNG VOOOU OToV KABE
aoBevr pe OMA Eexwplotd.?’-% Katd tnv teleutaia 20€Tiaq,
SLAPOPEG TEXVIKEG (KUTTAPOUETPIO PONG, TEXVIKEG MOpPIaKNG
Bloloyiag) £xouv BeAtiwoel Tn Suvatdtnta avixveuong EYN
KATW amd 1o 6plo evaloOnoiag TNG KUTTAPOUOPPOAOYiag
Kl TNG KAAOIKAG KUTTAPOYEVETIKAG. H emipovn mpoomndBeia

TIPWIUNG AViXVELONG TNG UTTOTPOTING (AVOCO@ALVOTUTIIKAG
| MLOPIOKAC) oToug acBeveic pe OMA Sikaiwvetal ano Tn
SuvaTdTNTA ATTOTEAECUATIKOTEPNG AVTIUETWTTIONG TNG OE
OUYKPION ME TNV AIATOAOYIKR umoTtpor. H duvatdtnta
mapakoAouBnong TG EYN otnv OMA pE TIG LOPLOKEG TEXVIKEG
EVIOXUONKE onpavTikd Toco amnd tn xprion tng RQ-PCR éco
Kal ard TNV TaUToTIoinon VO onUavTikou aplOpou yovidi-
WV-«OTOXWV», TA OTTOI AVAPEPONKAV TIPONYOUUEVWG.5%° 3TN
OLVEXELQ, Ba pag amacXoArioel N CUPBOANR TNG TTapouaiag
Xpapikwv yovidiwv (PML/RARa, AML1/ETO, CBFB/MYHT1T),
YOVISIOKWV HETAANAEEWV KAl TNG UTTEPEKPPAONG YoVISiwv
otn HeAéTn NG EYN og aoBeveic pe OMA. Oa mponynOsi
pta cuvtoun TEPLYPa®n TNG TeEXVIKNAG TNG RQ-PCR.

3.1. Real Time Quantitative-Polymerase Chain Reaction

H texvikii Tng RQ-PCR gival evéexonévwg n mAéov
a&lomoTtn Kal evaicdntn pébodog mapakoAolBnoNng Tou
(POPTIOU TNG VOOOU OTIC AIMATOAOYIKEG KakoriBeleg. H
OUYKeKPIUEVN peBodoloyia Baciletal (a) otn dpdon Tng
5-voukAedonc Tng Tagq moAupepdong kat () otn Suvatdtnta
ouvdeong @BoploxpwpaTog oto TPoiov tng PCR. Xpnot-
pomololvTal €181Koi BEPUOKUKAOTIOINTEG, Ol OTToiol £€X0ouV
™ SuvatdtnTta avixveuong @Boplopol Katl cuvdéovTtal Pe
KATAANAA UTTOAOYIOTIKA cuoTtripata. H évtaon ¢Bopiopov
npoodiopiletal o KABe KUKAO TNG avtidpaong Kat givail
avaloyn Tng moodtnTag Tou TTPoidvTtog Tng PCR. Me 3don
TNV évtaon Tou Xwpig e181kétnTa @Oopiopou (background)
kabopiletal og KABe mepinTwon éva dplo (cut off) avaykaio
yia v a&loAdynon tou amoteAéopatoc. H ékppaon tou
ATMTOTEAEOATOC €ival €iTe ATOAUTN €iTe OXETIKN. H amdAuTn
é€kppaon Bacifetal otn xprion MEAOTUTTNG KAPTTUANG, N oToia
TIPOKUTITEL ATTO APAIWOELS SetyUdTwV MAacSiakol DNA ue
evowpatwpévo to e€etaldpevo yovidlo. H oxeTikn ékppaon
Baoiletal otn ouykpltikh agloAdynon tou aplBuou Twv
TTAPAYOUEVWV PETAYPAPWYV TOU YOVISIOU-«OTOXOU» LIE TOV
QVTIOTOIXO TWV TTAPAYOUEVWY aTtd €va yovidlo avagpopdc.
Ta xpnotpormolovueva yovidia avagpopdg éxouv oTabepn
€k@paon og OAa ta kKUTtapa. To cuvnBéotepa xpnOLUOTIOL-
OUHEVO YoViSlo ava@opdc oTn LEAETN TWV AIATOAOYIKWV
KakonOswwv gival to ABL.*

3.2. EAeyxo¢ mapouaiag XIHatpIKwy yovidiwv

3.2.1. Avixveuon PML/RARa ustaypdgpwv. To 2009 Snuoot-
€UTNKaV KatevBuVTPLEG 0ONYIEC YIa TO XEIPIOUO A0OEVWV e
t(15;17) OMA. Me Bdon Tic odnyieg auTég, n Hoplakn VPeon
(un avixvevon PML/RARa petaypdgwv pe RQ-PCR) sival o
BeparmmeuTIKOG 0TOX0G oTNV t(15;17) OMA.? H poplakn ekTi-
MNon TNG avtanokplong otn Beparneia epodou pe RQ-PCR
Oev €xel KAVIKN xpnotlpuoTnTa. AVTIOETA, TO ATTOTENECHA TNG
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RQ-PCR og Seiypa pUeAoU TwV 00TWV PETA TOV TEAEUTAIO
KUKAO Oeparmeiog (SnAadn petd to téNog TnG Oeparmeiag
edpaiwong) TMapéxel ONUAVTIKEG TTANPOPOPIEC OXETIKA
UE Tov KivOuvo UTTOTPOTIG TNG VOoou. H poplakr vgeon
OTN OUYKEKPIUEVN XPOVIKH OTIYUR CUVOEETAL PE HEIWIEVO
Kivbuvo umotporng. Ot acBeveic pe t(15;17) OMA, otoug
omnoioug avixvevetal n mapouacia PML-RARa petaypd®wyv U
RQ-PCR o€ ommola8AmoTe XpOoVIKH OTIyUr] META TO TTEPAG TNG
Oeparmeiog edpaiwong, Ba TPEMEeL va eMaveNéyxovTal LETA
ané Svo £BSouddeg mpokelévou va emPBeRaiwbei n poplakn
UTTOTPOTIN TNG VOoou. Eival yvwoto otL Ta anoteAéopata
NG OEPATTEVTIKAG AVTILETWTTIONG TNG UTIOTPOTING TNG OUYKE-
KPIMEVNC VOOOU &gival TTOAU KaAUTEpA OTav autr AadpBavel
XWPEA TTPWIPA OE GACN HOPLIAKAG UTTOTPOTING (GnAadr mpv
anod TNV EUPAVION AIPATONOYIKNAG UTTOTPOTIAG). H avixveuon
Twv PML/RARa peTaypd@wy yla TnV mapakoAoudnon twv
aoBevwv ue t(15;17) OMA yivetat pe RQ-PCR. Ot ekKIVNTEG
(primers) kal ol cuvOrKeg avtidpaong MaPoUCIAcTNKAV
otn BiBAoypagia armd tTnv opdda EAC to 2003.7 Omwg
éxel avapepOei NON, umdpxouv Tpelg SlagopeTikoi TUTTOL
PML/RARa xipalplkwyv petaypdowv (berl, ber2 kat ber3). Me
RQ-PCR emixelpeitat n avixveuon evog TUTTOU PHETAYPAPWV
mou €xel dn TautomoinBei katd tn didyvwon pe RT-PCR.
Ynidpyxouv U0 Pacikd TPWTOKOANA €Aéyxou aoBevwv
maoxoviwyv anod t(15;17) OMA pe RQ-PCR. Xto mpwto,
mpoPAEneTal EAeyXoC SEYUATWY HUEAOD TWV OOTWV UETA
TNV ohokArpwon Tng X/0 £dpaiwong, avd Tpiunvo Katd
TO TIPWTO £TOG TAPAKOAOUONONG, AVA TETPAUNVO KATA TO
SevTtepo £€10G MapakoloUBNnong Kat avd e§ApUNVo UETA TO
SeuTtepo €10G MapakoAovONnoNng péxpt TN Stakomr TG (e
TNV OAOKAAPWON TOU TTIEUITTOU £TOUG TTAPAKOAOUONONG).
310 8eUTEPO, MPOPAETETAL EAEYXOG SEYUATWY MUEAOU TWV
00TWV PETA TNV OAOKA\pwon TNG X/O edpaiwong kal avd
TpipMNVvo yia 3 €tn mapakoAovOnong.

3.2.2. Avixvevon AMLI/ETO petaypdepwv. H TTOOOTIKA
petpnon Twv AML1/ETO XIHaIPIKWV HETAYPAPWY OTIG £(8;21)
OMA pe RQ-PCR yia TV €KTiuNoN UMTOAEIMUATIKAG VOOOU
€xel xpnotpomonBei amd MOANEG OpASEG, TIPOKEIUEVOU VA
Bpebouv o1 aobeveic ue LYNAEG MOBAVOTNTEG UTTOTPOTING.
ZTNV KAWVIKA TIpAgn, aoBeveic og alpatoloyilkry VQeon
Kal He oTafepd XapnAd n pndevika emineda AML1/ETO
XIMALPIKWY HETAYPAPWY UETA amd TNV OAOKApwon TNG
X/© edpaiwong mapapévouy os UPEOH, VW AoBeveig Pe
avéavopeva emimeda r; Betikomoinon apvntikng RQ-PCR
(empPBePaiwpévne pe Stapopd 15 nuepwv) odnyouvtal oe
QAIUATOAOYIKH UTTOTPOT TNG VOoou.?® Ta TIG UETPNOELG
Twv AML1/ETO XIpQIpIKWV PETAYPA®WVY OTIG £(8;21) OMA
pe RQ-PCR yla TNV KTiNON UTTOAEIMUATIKAG VOOOU UITO-
pei va xpnotpormolnOei 1600 HUENOC TWV OCTWY, 00O Kal
TIEPLPEPLKO aipa.?® OL eKKIVNTEG (primers) Kal ol CUVORKEG
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NG RQ-PCR yia tnv avixvevon twv AMLI/ETO XIHaIpIKWV
petaypdepwv mapouctdotnkav otn BiAloypagia amd tnv
opada EAC to 2003.# Yridpxel éva Bacikd MPwWTOKOANO
eNéyxou aocBevwv maoxovtwy ano t(8;21) OMA ue RQ-PCR.
> & auto, mpoPAEmeTal EAeyXOG Selypdtwy gite pUENOL TWV
OO0TWV E(TE TIEPIPEPIKOU AIMATOC PETA TNV OAOKARpwWON
¢ X/O edpaiwong, avd Tpipnvo Katd To TPWTO £TOG
mapakoAolONnong, avd TeTpdunvo Katd To SeUTEPO £TOG
mapakoAoUONoNg kat avd e§AUNVo PETA To SeUTEPO £€TOG
mapakoAoVONoNG HEXPL TN SLIAKOTIH TNG (UE TNV OAOKAR pwON
TOU TTEUTITOU £€TOUG TTapaKkoAoUONoNG).

3.2.3. Avixvevon CBF/MYH11 ustaypdpwv. Onwg mept-
YPAPNKE TIPONYOUPEVWG V1A TOUG aoOeveic e £(8;21) OMA,
£€tolL Kal ol aoBeveig pe inv(16) OMA o€ alpatoloyiKn Upeon
Kal JE oTaBepd XapunAd 13 pndevikd emimeda XIHAIPIKWY
CBFB/MYH11 petaypd@wv HETA armd TNV OAOKApwon TG
X/© e€dpaiwong mapapévouv os UPEON, evw aoOeveig ue
avéavopeva emnineda ry Betikomoinon apvntikig RQ-PCR
(emPBePaiwpévng pe Slagopd 15 nuepwv) odnyouvtal oe
ALUATOAOYIKH UTTOTPOTIH TNG VOoOoUL. NNa TIG LETPROELG TWV
CBFB/MYHT1 XIUQIPIKWV PETAYPAPWY OTIG inv(16) OMA pe
RQ-PCR y1a TNV eKTipNON UMTOAEIUPATIKAG VOOOU PTTOPEL va
XPNOoTolNOEei TOOO HVEAGG TWV OCTWV, OGO KAl TIEPIPEPIKO
aipa.?® O1 ekkivnTEC (primers) Kal ol cuvOrkeg tng RQ-PCR
yla tnv avixveuon twv CBFB/MYHT1 XIHAIPIKWV HETAYPA-
pwv mapouaciactnkav otn BiBAoypagia andé tnv opdda
EAC 10 2003.7'0Omwg €xel dn avagepOei, umdpxouv déka
Slapopetikoi TuTol CBFB/MYH 11 X1IHapIKWV HETaYpA@wV (A,
B,C D, E F G, H, I J). Me RQ-PCR, emixelpeital n avixvevon
€VOG TUTTOU PETAYPA@WV TToU €xel (&N TautomolnBei katd
™ Sidyvwon pe RT-PCR. Yridpyel éva Bacikd mpwTOKOAO
eNéyxou aoBevwv maoyovtwy and inv(16) OMA pe RQ-PCR.
3 & auto, MPoPAETETAL EAEYXOG SEIYUATWYV EiTE HUEAOD TWV
OO0TWV EITE TTEPIPEPIKOV AiATOG PETA ATTO TNV OAOKAN pW-
on ™¢ X/0 edpaiwong, avd Tpidnvo KATd TO MPWTO £TOG
mapakoAouBnong, avd TETPAPNVO KAaTd To SeVUTEPO £TOG
mapakoAoUBnong Kal avd eAUNVo UETA To SeUTEPO £TOC
mapakoAoVONoNG péXPL TN SLAKOTIH TNG (UE TNV OAOKA pwoN
TOU TMEUTITOU €TOUG TTAPAKOAOUONONG).

3.3. EAeyxo¢ mapouciag yoviSiakwy PeTaAAgewv

3.3.1. MetaAAdéeig tou yovibiov NPM1. 'Omweg avagpép-
OnKe TPONYOUUEVWG, £XOLV TIEPLYPAWEL HEXPL orjpepa >30
maparayég peTaANaEewv Tou yovidiou NPMT e umrepoyn
TPWV (A, B kai D), o1 ommoieg KAOAUTITOUV TOUAAXIGTOV TO 90%
TWV TTEPIMTWOEWV. ATTO To 2006 KAl UETA, APKETEG PENETEG
€xouv dnuooieutei avagpoptkd pe t xprion Tng RQ-PCR yia
N p€tpnon MeETaAaYUEVWY petaypdewv NPMT (A, B kai D)
KaTd TNV mapakoAouBnon t¢ EYN otnv OMA.? H evaioBnaoia
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NG neBoOSoU gival LPNAN, Kupavopevn peta&L 1/10.000 kat
1/1.000.000. MeAETEG TIEPIMTTWOEWY ACOEVWV 0TN Stdyvwon
Kal oTnVv urmotporn empBePBaiwvouy Tn otabepr (cto 100%
TWV TIEPITTWOEWV) TIAPOUCIA TwV PETAAAEgwY TG NPM 1.30-32
‘'ONeg 0XeOOV Ol OXETIKEG HENETEG CUPPWVOUV OTL N YEiwon
ToU aplOpov Twv petaypdewv Tng NPM1 katd SUo 1 TPELg
AoydpiBpoug petd amod t X/0 edpaiwong cuvodevetal amod
MIKpOTEPN TOAVOTNTA UTTOTPOTING TNG OMA, Evid n dvodog
TOUL APIOUOU TWV PETAYPAPWYV KATA éva AoydpiBpuo og Suo
TOUAAXIOTOV CUVEXOUEVEG UETPNOELG (O pecodlaoTtripata
15 NUEPWV 1 EVOC UNVA) TIPOAVAYYENAEL TNV ALUATOAOYIKH
UTTOTPOTIN €VTOG 1—6 uNVWV (Sldpecog xpoévog mepimou 3
UAVEQ) 39732 AiCel va onUEIWOEl OTI O APKETEC ATTO AUTEC
TIG HENETEG TO Xpnolporolovpevo cDNA mpogpxoTtav amd
TO TIEPIPEPIKO AU, YEYOVOC TTOU KABOIOTA TNV MPoavagep-
Ogioca nEBOSO apPKETA XPNOTIKN KAl CUVEBANE OTN OXETIKA
gupeia dtddoon TnG.

4. ENETXOZ AY=HMENHXZ EKOPAZHZ TONIAIQN

H xprion Twv Xipaiptkwyv yoviSiwv Kat Twv HETOAAEEWV
™G NPMT w¢ «oTtdXwv» yla Tnv mapakoloudnon tng EYN
otnv OMA aduvatei va KaAUPeL To CUVONO TwV TTEPUTTW-
OEWV, € ATTOTENECHA VA EKTIPATAL OTL Yia TO 40% TrEpimou
Twv acBevwv pe OMA Sev umtdpyel KAmola 18IKN YEVETIKA
BAABN xprioun ya tnv mapakolovBnon tng EYN.S Z1ig mme-
PUTTWOELG AUTEG, UTTAPEE N OKEYN VA XPNOIHOTIOINBoUV wg
«OTOXOW Y1a TN HEAETN TNG EYN pe TNV texvikn Tng RQ-PCR
yovidia pe auénpuévn ékppaon otnv OMA, pe KUPLOTEPO
eknpoowrio to WT-1.

4.1. Ynepékppaon tou Wilms tumor 1 (WT-T7) yovidiou

To WT-1 yovidio (xpwpdowpa 11p13) KwSIKOTOLEL
€va UETAYPAPIKO TIapAyovTa PE TIOIKIAN SpaoTikOTNTA,
€€apTwEeVN amo Ta yovidia Kal Ta KUTTapa-oTtoxoud. Exel
Slamotwbei unepékppaocr) Tou otnv OMA, opildpevn wg
avénon tou aptOpov Twv WT-1 petaypd@wy TOUAAXIOTOV
KaTA TPELG AoyapiBpoug o cUYKPIoN HE TOUG LYLEIG MAp-

TUpEG, 01O 70—85% TwVv aoBevwv.’ Na 1o Adyo autdy, n
HEANETN TwV peTaypdpwv Tou WT-T pavtddlel wg adlomotn
OTPATNYIKA Yla TNV mapakoAouBnon tng EYN otnv OMA.
H guaioBnoia ¢ pebodou kupaivetal cuvABwg PeTagy
1/10.000—1/100.000.34%" Mpooateg peAéteg amédei§av
OTL N peiwon Tou aplBuol Twv HeTaypda@wy tTov WT-1
HETA ammd TN X/O edpaiwong katw amd dvo Aoyapibuoug,
o€ OUYKPLON UE AUTOV TNG SIAYVWONG, €XEL CUOXETIOTEL PE
avénuévo kivduvo urmotporn tng OMA. H popiakn urmotpo-
1 (av&non Tou ap1BpoL Twv WT-T petaypdpwy Katd évav
TOUAAYXIoTOV AoydplOuo) ATav TIPOAYYENOG AIMATOAOYIKIAG
UTTOTPOTING O€ XPOVIKO S1A0TNHUA KUPAIVOUEVO PeTady 1-3
pNvwv.243” AiCel va onUEWBEL OTI O QPKETEC ATTO TIG PEAETEG
TTOU ava@épOnkKav TPONYOUUEVWG TO XPNOIOTIOIOUUEVO
cDNA npogpxdétav and 1o TEPIPEPIKO Alpa, YEYOVOG TTOU
kaBotd TNV mpoavagpepbeica péBodo mapakoouOnong
™G EYN otnv OMA dpKeTd XpNnOTIKN Kal CUVEPBAAE OTNn
OXeTIKA gupeia Sladoon TnC.

5. ZYMNEPAZMATA

3’ 6,1t apopd oTn CUUPBOA TWV HOPIAKWY TEXVIKWV
OTNV TIPOYVWOTIKN KATNYOPLlOTIoiNoN TWV a00evwV HE
OMA aéilel va emonpuavbouv ta akdéAouBa: (a) H BeTikn
TPOYVWOoTIKA a&ia tTng mapouoiag Twv t(8;21), t(15;17) kau
inv(16), KABWG Kal TWV AVTIOTOILXWV XIHAIPIKWVY YoviSiwv
PML/RARa, AML1/ETO kot CBF3/MYH11 givat Sebopévn. (B) H
BTk MpoyvwoTIKN aia TnG mapouciag Twv LETAANAEEWV
™G NPM1 pe tn ovyxpovn amouacia tou Flt-3/ITD kat Twv
biallelic petal\a&ewv tou CEBPA Bewpseital MAéoV TeEKUN-
plwuévn yia toug aoBeveic pe CN-AML. (y) To evdia@épov
Yia TN HEAETN TwV PeETAANGEEWY Tou ¢-KIT oTig 1(8;21) OMA
OlEUPUVETAL CUVEXWG.

3’ 6,1t apopd oTn CUUPOA TWV HOPIAKWV TEXVIKWV
otnv mapakoAouBbnon ™G EYN aéilel va emonuavOei 61,
€KTOG amod Ta Xipalptkd yovidia PML/RARa, AMLI1/ETO kat
CBFB/MYH11, to yovidio Tng NPM1 kot to WT-1 amote oV
Ta TMAEOV UTTOOXOUEVA YOVISIA-«OTOXOUG» Y TNV TTAPAKO-
Aovbnon tg EYN otnv OMA pe tnv texvikn tng RQ-PCR.
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Currently cytogenetic analysis at diagnosis provides the most important information about the prognosis of Acute

Myeloid Leukemia (AML), with categorization into three distinct prognostic groups (favorable, intermediate and un-
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favorable). In favorable prognosis AML, specific fusion genes (PML/RARa, AML1/ETO, CBFB/MYH11) are present. Both
conventional cytogenetic analysis and molecular biology techniques contribute to the identification of these ge-
netic lesions. The majority of patients with AML patients belong to the intermediate prognosis group and most of
these (about 45% of all cases of AML) carry a normal karyotype at diagnosis, Cytogenetically Normal AML (CN-AML).
In recent years, various gene mutations (FLT3, NPM1, CEBPA, MLL, N-RAS, RUNX1, WT-1, IDH) and forms of deregulated
gene expression (WT-1, EVI1, PRAME, BAALC, ERG, MN-1) have been identified, illustrating enormous heterogeneity in
the CN-AML subset. The prognostic relevance of FLT3 Internal Tandem Duplication (FLT3/ITD), NPM1 mutations and
CEBPA biallelic mutations in the CN-AML subset has been documented, and these genetic lesions are currently used
for prognostic classification. In studies on patients with t(8;21) AML specific gene mutations (c-KIT, N-RAS, FLT3) have
been identified. The c-KIT mutations, identified mainly in exon 8, were found to be associated with an adverse prog-
nosis. Monitoring the Minimal Residual Disease (MRD) after consolidation chemotherapy in patients with AML is im-
portant for assessing the risk of relapse. Real time Quantitative Polymerase Chain Reaction (RQ-PCR) analysis has in
most instances the sensitivity to detect at least one leukemic cell in 10* background cells. Standardized RQ-PCR pro-
cedures have now been developed for the most common types of fusion transcripts (PML/RARa, AML1/ETO and CBFf/
MYH11) present in AML, allowing large scale MRD studies. In addition, a reliable and highly sensitive RQ-PCR test can
be performed in almost 90% of patients with NPM1 mutations (about 35% of all cases of AML, and RQ-PCR assess-

I. KAKKAX

ment of disease level is, through the use of WT-7 overexpression, now feasible in more than 70%.
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