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EvBavacia
loTOpIKI) AVAGKOMNON GHHACIWY,
IOEWV Kl TTPAKTIKWY

H Aé€n euBavaoia mpwtosp@avietal KATA TV EAANVICTIKY EMOXH. TOUG
‘ENANVEG Kat 0TouG AATIVOUG CUYYPAPEIG EXEL EVVOLEG OPKETA SLOPOPETIKEG
amo T ovyxpovn, onuaivovtag Tov yaAfivio Odavato mou emao@payilet pia
evapetn {wrj, Tov npwiko Bdvato oto medio TG PAXNG 1 yla TV UTEPA-
OTION AVWTEPWV ISAVIKWVY, TOV BAvato mou £épxXeTal Tov KATAAANAo Kaipo,
Kal Tov un facaviotiko 8davato. Tov 170 aiwva PeTa@épeTal 0TRV ayyAiki
amo tov Bacon, ya va nAwoel tov avwduvo Bdvarto, mou KatopOwvetat did
™G EPAPHOYNG LATPIKWY HECWV avakol@iong Tou mévou. Tov 180 aiwva,
o Euyéviog BoUAyapig Tnv ekAapfavel wg ummogopd Tou Bavdtou petd
YEVVAIOTNTAG, TTPAOTNTAG KAl KapTepiag. MOAg ota téAn Tou 190u awwva
ATTOKTA TI CUYKEKPIHEVN ONMAGIa, € TNV OTToid Eival eV XPROEL GAUEPA, TNG
EVEPYNTIKAG EMioTmeuong Tou Bavatou, pe aTpIkn mapéupPaon, acbevoug
TIAOXOVTOG aTo aviatn, facavioTIKR VOGo. EV TOUTOIC, TPAKTIKEG TTOU IPOCO-
potalouv otn cuyxpovn eubavacia paptupolvTal SN amod TNV apxaéTNTA
(Kéa, Maooalia, Zmaptn), evw Slaxpovikni ummpée kat n OewpnTikn Stamdin
mepi NG €0ENoUCiag AUTOKTOVIOG O MEPIMTWOEL YRPATOG, avamnpiag i
aoBévelag. O Immokpatikdg Opkog, amnxwvtag mubayopeleg avTINYELC, ama-
yopeUel pntd tnv evbavacia, ite wg agaipeon TnG {wnig Tou acbevoug anod
Tov 1aTPo, S1d TN Xopriynong Oavatneopou ouaiag, gite wgumofonbovpevn
amd Tov laTpo avtoktovia. O MAdtwy, o ApiototéAng, ot Xplotiavoi Matépeg
Kalt 0 Kant amoppintouv KatnyopnuaTikA TNV autoxElpia, Tnv omoia, avTide-
10, umootnpifouv, und 6poug, oplopévol ZTwikoi kat o Hume. To aitnua yia
guBavaoia, pe Tn ovyxpovn onuacia NG Aé§ng, avadvetal Tn SekaeTtia
Tou 1870 otig Hvwpéveg MoAteieg TNG ApePIKAG Kal otnv AyyAia. Xtn
Feppavia, o valloTIKO KAOECTWG XPNOIUOTIOINGE TOV 6PO Yid TNV, Kat’
EVPNUIOUOV, OVopasia EVOG TIPOYPAUATOG EVYOVIKAG, TTOL TTPOoEPAeme
TNV avaykaoTikn Bavdatwon StavonTikd Kabuotepnuévwy, avamipwy,
PUXWTIKWVY, AVIATWGE TACXOVTWVY Kal UTTEPYNPWV ATOHWV.

1. EIZArQrH 2,

Katd Tig televtaieg dekaetieg, n eubBavacia katéotn
amd ta KeVTpIKA {nTthpata TngG BionBikng kat Bépa mou
AMACXOAEL €vTova TNV KoLV YVWHIN, TOUG VOLIOOETEC Kal
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IZTOPIKH AIAAPOMH TOY OPOY EYOANAZIA

2.1. O 6poc¢ evbavaocia oTnV apyaia ypappateia

To ouolaoTIké evBavaocia Ssv amavtd oTa Keipueva g

TOUG TTOAITIKOUC. YTIO TN oUyXpovn €vvold TNG SNAWVEL TNV
EVEPYNTIKN EMTiOTTIELON TOV BAVATOU, PE LATPIKA TTApEUBaon,
acBevoug mdoyovtog and aviatn, emwduvn voco.”? Oa
TpaypatornolnBei avackomnon NG 1oToptkAg Siladpoung
TOoUL 6poU «guBaAvVATiay KAl TWV, AVA TOUG ALWVEG, OXETIKWV
UE TNV euBavacia ISEWV Kal TTPAKTIKWV.

APXALOEANNVIKAG YPOAUHATEIAG, HEXPL KAL TNV KAACIKN TIEPI-
o&o. Mpwtn Yopd eppavietal Katd TNV ENANVICTIKN ETTOXN,
otov Kwuwdioypdgo Mooeidinmo (3o¢ aiwvag m.X.): « Qv Toig
Beoig dvBpwrtrog elxeTal TUXEIV/TAG EUBavaaiag KPeTrTov oUdEv
edyxeran’ («Amé autd mou o AvBpwitog eUxeTal oToug Beolgva
TOU TUXOULV/TiTTOTE KOAUTEPO eV eUxeTal artd Tnv evbBavaociax).
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To ouvavTtdue, akoun, otov IoToplko MoAuBio (203-120
1.X.): «O11 AUKIOKOG KGKIOTOG WV KAAWG KATETTPEWE TOV Biov,
wWaTe ToUG TTAEIOTOUG EIKOTWG OVEIdIZelv Tf TUXN BIOTI (TO) TWV
Ayabv avdpwv GBAov Triv elBavaaiav Tol¢ XEIpiaToIC évioTe
TEPITIONTIVY* («O AUKIOKOG, UOAOVOTI UTTHPEE TTOAU KAKOG
avBpwrog, méBave evéoEwc, woTe EVASYWC Ol TTEPIOTOTEPOL
va oveldifouv tnv TUXN, yiatito Bpafeio Twv ayabwv avépwyv,
Vv evbavaocia, TNV eMEUAACOTEl EVIOTE OTOUG XEIPOTEPOUGY).
Apyotepa, n Aé€n mmapalapPBavetal amd tov EAAnvioth
loudaio @IN6copo Oidwva Tov ANeEavdpéa (20 m.X.-50
W.X.): «Evynpia kai ebBavaagia LuéyioTa TV AvBpwITEiwv
ayabwv €aTiv»’® («to KaAd yrpag kat n evbavaoia sival ta
UeyaAUTEpa ammd Ta avBpwmiva ayaba).

O eAANVIKOG OpOG XpNOLUOTIOLE(TAL KAl amd Toug ap-
xaioug Aativoug cuyypageic. O Kiképwv, og €MOTOAN TOU
POoG Tov pilo Tou ATTikO (43 T1.X.), ypdweL: “Bene igitur tu,
qui ebBavaoiav, bene! relinque patriam” («KaAwc avalnteic
TNV eubavaoia, kKaAwg! EykatdAenpe tnv matpida»). Emiong,
oTn Bloypagia Tou Pwpaiov autokpdtopa Oktafiavou
AvyoloTtou amd Ttov 1IoTopLkd Tountwvio (70-140 u.X.)
avagépetat: “Sortitus exitum facilem et qualem semper
optavera, nam fere quotiens audisset cito et nullo cruciatu
defunctum quempiam, sibi et suis ebOavaoiav similem —hoc
enim verbo uti solebat— precabatur” (<Etol euAoynuévog,
ue évav eUkolo Bdvarto Kat TEtolov mmou 1Tavta emOUUoU0E.
Narti, mavta, pabaivovrag 6t kamolog gixe meBavel ypriyopa
Kkat avwduva, mpoosuxdTav va UImopoUoE va TUXEL KAl AUTOG
uia térolag «<evbavaoiac» — yiati auth Atav n Aé€n mou riBeAe
va XpnNOoILOTTOIED).

TéNog, N Aé€n BpiokeTal Kal oTov apxaio xplotiavo
EKKANOLAOTIKO ouyypapéa KArjuevta tov AAe€avdpéa: «Q¢
pupia éoa dedwpntal Nuiv 0 B0, ... eUynpiav Te kai eubava-
aiav ...»% («quUpia 6oa uag éxel Swpioel 0 OO, ... KAl To KAAS
yripac kai tnv evbavaoia ...»), evw dia mapaiiayn Tng, To
£T(ONC OUCIOOTIKG, OUSETEPOU YéVoug, eUOdvarov amavtd
OTOV VEOTIAATWVIKO PINOCOPO Aapdokio (458—; u.X.): «[Toiel
O¢ 10 dvooov kai TO eUBAvartov Kai To ur) Taxubavarov n Twv
WPWV Kai TV aToIXEiwV eUKpaaia»’® («empépel Se TNV avooia
Kat Tov KaAd Bdvaro kai tov un mpoéwpo Bdavaro, n evkpaoia
TWV EMOXWV KAl TWV OTOIXEIWV»).

To emippnua 08AVATWE TTPWTOEUPAVIJETAL OTOV KWUIKO
mointr Kpativo (520-422 1.X.), ekmpodowTio tng Apxaiag
Kwpwdiag: «EuBavaTtwg éxeivy,’® to EavaBpiokoupe Se kat
otov eknmpoowno TNG Néag Kwuwdiag Mévavdpo (342-292
m.X.): «OUK eUBavATWS ATTAABEV EABWV €ig xpdvov»'! («dev
mebave pe KaAo Bavaro, eTTeidr) €Cnae TTOAAQ XpPOVIan).

To eniBeto eUOdvaTog amavtd A otov Mévavspo, wg
eMOETIKOG TPOodloplopdc Tou Bavdatou: «Movog pol 6avarog
oUToc¢ @aiveral eUBavarog, ... keiabai Traxuv, UTrTiov, ... €006i-

I KPANIAIQTHX

ovta kai Aéyovra "anrop’ Utro 1ig NOOVAG"»'? («udvo autdg
o Bavartog pou gaiverai eubdvaroc, ..
o€ umrtia 6éon, mayug, ..
v ndovri"»).

. va giuat Eamwuévog
. va Tpwyw kai va Aéyw "oami{w amé

To prua evbavatéw XPNOIUOTIOLEI 0 OTWIKOE PINGCOPOC
Xpuonmog (280-206 11.X.), ekmpOowTog TNG Méong ZTodg:
«Euynpeiv e uovov kai euBavareiv Tov otroudaiov: euynpeiv
yap givar 10 peTd 1moiol yripwc SIEEAYEIV KT APETAV, UBa-
varelv 8¢ 1O LeTA o100 BAVATOU KAT' QPETNV TEAEUTAV»'3
(«udvov Ta kaAd ynparteid kat o kaAég Bavarog evdiapépouv
Tov ammoudaio dvBpwrro- yiati kaAd yripag eivat va S1e€éNBel
KA1molog 1a ynparteld Tou eVApETa, Kai KaAd¢ Bavatog va meba-
Vel evdpetar). O Pwuaiog autokpdtopag Mdpkog AupnAlog
(121-180 p.X.), INOCOYOG TNG YOTEPNG ZTOAC, TTAPATNPEL:
«ETTi T00 €068avaTolvTog EUKOAWS TO WPuxdApIoV ATTo ToO ow-
patog €EeAeiTai»’™ («oe autov mmou éxet kadd Bdavaro, eUkoda
e€épxetal n YuxoULAa amé To cwuax).

O MoAVBlog, avapepduevog 0Tov BAVATO TOU TEAEL-
Taiov ZmapTidtn PaciAtd Kheopévn, ypdgel: « To ¢ 1TAgiov
evBavarioar aroudalwy Kai undév avaélov utroueival TAg
TTEPI QUTOV TTPOYEYEVNEVNG TOAUNG» ' («TTEPIOTOTEPO O€E, PPO-
vtile va éxet évav kaAo (évdoo) Bdvato, kalva unv vurroueivel
timota avd&io NG TéAung mou eixe emdeifel oto MapeABov»).
Emiong, o loudaiog 1otopikog lwonmog (37/38-100 u.X.)
ypdpel: «Mapadolvai Toig TTOAEUIOIC auTOUS EKpIvaV wg €l
HEV @eioaivTo auTwy {naduevol, €i &’ avaipeBeiev eubavarr-
oovTeg»'® («amopdotoav va mapadoBoulv otoug ex6poucg, ue
v eAmmida 611, av pev auvtoi [ot exBpoi] ToUg xdpt{av tn {wn,
Ba {ovoayv, edv maAl toug Bavatwvay, Ba méBaivav KaAwe
[xwpic va vrropépouv ToAU]»).

TéMog, To anapéugato svbavartilelv epgaviletal oTov
Qpiyévn (185-254 p.X.): «MpoBUuwg Kai yevvaiwg UTTEp
TV OEUVAV Kai ayiwv vOpwv eubavarideiv»'” («mpdBuua Kai
yevvaia, urrepacm{Ouevol Toug oeBaocTolc Kal ayioug vououg,
va meBAavouus KaAwe»).

ATO Ta Mapandvw ekTeOEVTa TPOKUTITEL OTI, OTNV apyaia
ypaupateia, n évvola tTng Aé€Eng evbavaoia gival apKeTd
SlapopeTikn amd Tn cuyxpovn. Ta onuatvopeva amnod 1o
onuaivov evBavaoia, Katd TV apxaldTNTA, Paivetal va
gival ta €€AG: (a) O APEUOC, EIPNVIKOC, YOAAVIOC KAl EUTU-
XIopévog BAvaTtog, wg emo@pdyion piag evapetng (wng,
(B) o yevvaiog, npwikodg, évdo&og Bavatog, oto medio TNG
paxng, (y) o Bavatog yia tnv umepAoTIIoN AVWTEPWVY 18a-
VIKWV (matpida, Opnokeutikn miotn), (8) o 6dvatog mou
£€PXETAL TOV KATANANAO Kalpd, SnAadr 0 pn Tpowpog, aANd
Kal 0 pn uttepoAIkd KaBuoTePWV Kal (€) 0 avwduvog, un
BacavioTikog Bdvatog, mou Sev emPEpPeL TTOAAR} YUXIKNA 1
OWMATIKA ToAamwpia.’®™
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2.2. O épog euBavaoia (euthanasia)
OTOUG VEOTEPOUG XPOVOUG

To veoeAAnVvIké ouctaoTikd eubavaoia gival avtiSavelo
(&dnAadn ddavelo amd AAnN YAwooaq, n oroia, OUwG, €ixe
SaveloTtei TN A€EN 1} TO CUCTATIKA TNG ATTO LA TIPOYEVECTE-
pn mMePiodo NG EAANVIKNAG). ZUYKEKPIUEVA, TIPOKELTAL YA
anodoon oTn véa ENANVIKN Tou ayyAlkoL épou euthanasia,
TTou €1011X0n amnod Tov AyyAo @iNécogo Francis Bacon (1561—
1626). 211G apxEG Tou 170v alwva, o Bacon petégpepe otnv
ayyAIKn YAWooa autouota tnv eENANVIKA Aé€n eubavaoia, yia
va SnAwoel Tov avwduvo BAvaTo TTou KATopOWVETAL PE TNV
avakoU@LoN TOU TTOVOU, Kal OXL TNV EVEPYNTIKK EMICTIELON
Tou Bavdatou pe xopriynon SnAntnpiwdoug ouaciag.?’ Ekeppd-
{ovtag TNV avtiAnyry TOU yla TO TTola TIPETTEL VA €ival N 0TAon
TWV lATPWV €vavTl Twv eTolpoBdavatwy, Bewpei kabrikov
TOUG Kal évlelén avOpwmidg, avTi va eyKATAAEITTOUV TOUG
aoBeveic auTtoug, va BpiokovTtal KOVTA Toug €wG TO TENOG,
Bonbwvtag Toug va anoxwpriocouv and tn (wrj Katd Tto
Suvatov apfacdviota. Alakpivel, pdAlota, Tnv eubavacia
o€ eOWTEPIKA (euthanasia interiori), SnAadry Yuxikn mpo-
€TOlMACIA Yia Tov BAvaTto, Kal o e§wTePIKN (euthanasia
exteriori), EvwowVTAG TA LOTPIKA LECA TTOL KATATIPAUVOUV TO
AAYOG Kal KOBIOTOUV TO «TTEPACHA» EUKONOTEPO, OTAV EXEL
Xa0gi kABe eATTiba avakapwng.?’ Ev katakAeidy, o Bacon dev
glonynOnke tnv eubavacia pe T ouyxpovn évvola, aA\d
TAPOTPUVE TOUG LATPOUG va acXoAnBouv pe autd to omoio
oTov 206 alwva oOVOUACTNKE TTAPNYOPNTIKA-AVAKOUPIOTIKA
@povtida (palliative care).?

Tov 180 awwva, o EANAnvag @i\dco@og Euyéviog Bouiya-
P16 (1716-1806), amd TOUG KUPLOTEPOUG EKTIPOCWITOUG TOU
veEOEANNVIKOU AlapwTiopoU, cuvéypaye BiAio, To omoio
ovouaoe Aiatpifn 1epi euBavaaciag.?? Ekei avantoooel TNV
16¢éa Tn¢ eUBavaaiag wg KapTepiag TTepi Tov BAvartov, ot
WC UTTOPOPAG TOU BAVATOU PETA YEVVAIOTNTAG, TTPAOTNTAG
Kal eupuyiag. O BoUAyaplg aomdletal TARPWG TN XPLOTIa-
VIKR) B€on mepi TNG lEpOTNTAG TNG avOpwmivng (WG Kal
amoppintel KABe ekovaota Siakorr TNG. Ovopddlel, HdAloTa,
mpobBavaoia 1o va anmoBvrioKkel o AvBpwTog TTPO Kaipod,
To va nmpoapralel eBeNovciwg TNV wpea Tou BavAaTou Tou
1} TO VA TTPOATTOKOMTEL TIG NUEPEG TOL [Biou Tou. ATid TNV
AN\ MAgLPQ, ammopdokel kat tn SuocBavaaoia, nTol Tov apyo,
mapateivopevo, SUCKOAO Kal Kakd Bdavato tou Bpadéwg
Yuyoppayouvta, Tou oduvnpd xapomalevovta.?

3. OANATOZ, AYTOKTONIA KAl EYOANAZIA:
IZTOPIKH ANAZKOMHZH IAEQN KAI MPAKTIKQN

3.1. Opnpog

H mapdotaon tou ypnyopou, avwduvou, un Bacavi-
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oTikoU Bavdatou mpwtogp@avifetat otov Ounpo.?* H Xupin
gival éva ouTomko vNnoi, Oxt ToAUAVO pwTIo, AANA EVPOPO, UE
AapBovn Bookn kal mpoata, MAoUo10 o€ Kpaotd Kal oTdpla,
omou: «[eiva otov Aad moté Sev mapouvotaletal, oUte KAmola
AaAAn piontr véoog emépxetal otoug TaAaimwpous Bvntoug:
aAAd, dtav yepvouv, otnv moAiteia autr), ot AvBpwrrol, épxeTal o
apyupotoéoc AmOAwY, uadi ue tnv Aptéuida, Kai Toug poveUel,
emMTIOEUEVOG O QUTOUG UE YAUKA (rimia) BEéAn».2*

3.2. Kéa - Maooahia - Zmdptn

MpakTikég euBavaoiag, umd TNV évvola Tng €BeANov-
Olag auTtokToviag —Kal, HAAOTA, KOIWVWVIKA O€OUIOUEVEC,
KOBOIEPWHEVEG KAl ATTOSEKTEG— TTEPLYPAPOVTAL KATA TNV
apyxalotnta.?#%

31N vrico Twv KukAdadwv Kéa, Adoyw Tou LylelvoU KAi-
patog TG, ol AvBpwriol, I8laitepa ol yuvaikeg, épBavav og
Babu ynpag. Agv iepipevay, Mooy, va meBAvouv QUOIKA,
MG, TTPOTOU A0BEVACOLV 1} UTTOOTOUV KATTOLO CWHATIKA 1
TIVEUUATIKNA avarnnpia, autoktovouoav pe SnANtriplo (oo
I KWVELD). H autokTtovia twv ynpatwv Keiwv itav opadikn
Kat eENdpPave xwpa Katd Tn SIApKEeLa ETTICNPOU YEVHATOG 1
€0PTAOTIKNAG Buoiag, péoa o€ aTudoPaAlPa CUUTTOCIOU, WG
€0poTumiKn TeEAeTOLPYIA.?

21N Maooalia, eNAnVIKA amolkia otn votia laAatia,
SnAnTtriptlo pe avauién kwveiov uAayotav dnudcia amno
TNV idla Tnv moArteia, n omoia To xopnyouoe o€ OTrolov £€€-
BeTE, EVWTTIOV TNG CUYKARTOU, TOUG AGYOUG Y1a TOUG OTTOI0UG
emOupovoe va mebdvel. H Stadikaoia Atav aglompemnmg kat
KOAOTIPOQIPETN. AEV EMETPETTE OE KAVEVA VA AUTOKTOVHOEL
auBaipeTa, evw mapeixe, o€ 6molov tav BERalog ot rnbeAe
va gykataAeipel tn (wn, éva ypriyopo Kat aviduvo HEco
Bavdtou.?

21N XZndpTtn, Ta veoyévvnta e€etdlovtayv anod Toug ye-
POVTOTEPOUC TNG PUANG, Ta O SUCUOPPA KAl N APTIHEAR
amomnéumovTtav (pintovtav) «&ig Tag Aeyopévag ATToBETag,
mapa Tadyetov Bapabpwdn To1TOV» (Bdpabpo mAnoiov Tou
Talyétou). H Bavatwon autr Oewpeito 6T UTTNPETOVOE TO
KAAUTEPO CUHPEPOV, TOOO TWV ACBEVWV BPEPWV, 00O Kal
™¢ mOANG.?

3.3. Imnmokpdtng

O ImmokpaTikog ‘OpKog, armnXwvTag mMuBayOPELEG AVTIAN-
Yelg,*? amayopelel pntd TNV eubavaocia, eite wg agaipeon
¢ {wn¢ Tou acBevolg amod Tov 1aTPo, S1A TNG XoPrynong
Bavatneopou ouvaciag, gite wg umofondBoluevn amod Tov
10TPO autokTovia: «Asv Ba Swow o€ kavévav Bavatnesopo
@dpuako, akéun kat av pov {ntnbei, oute Ba cuuBouvAsvow
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KAt Tétolo» («OU dwaow O¢ oUdE pdpLIaKov oUdeVvi aitTnBeig
Bavdaiuyov, oud¢ Upnynaoual EUUBoUAinv ToIRVOE»).3!
MapdAAnAa, oto IMmokpatikd corpus, o 1laTPog SiISACKETAL
TNV armodoxr TwV opiwv TNG TEXVNG TOU KAl TNV Aoy anod
N Bgparmeia aoBevwv KATaAVIKNUEVWY aATTO TN VOCO TOUG:
«[Mpwta, Ba opiow autd mou voui{w ot eivai n latpikr, To va
AmAaAAGOOEIC TARPWE TOUC ACOEVEIC armd TIG TAAQITWPIEG TOUG
Kat va auBAUVeIg T opodpdTNTa TWV VOONUATWV: TO VA UNV
ETMIXEIPEIG va BepammeUOEIC AOOEVEIG TTOU £XOUV KATAKUPIEUTEL
and tavooruata, yvwpiovtag 6Tt QUTEG TIC TTEPITTWOEIG SV
Sovartal n latpikn va Ti aVTIUETWITIOE» .32

3.4. NM\dtwv

O M\atwv amoppintel TNV autoktovia.** Kaitol o Bavatog
gival emOLUNTOC armd ToV PINOCOPO, APOU TO CWHA ATTOTENET
eumodio otnv Kabapr yvwon kal 8€aon tng aAnBelag anod
TNV Yuxn, «ot dvBpwrtol eiuaocTte uéoa o€ éva idog QUAAKNC
kat Sev mPErel kKavévag va eEAeVBepwVel (amé UOvoG Tou) Tov
£aUTo TOU amd autH, oUte va SpameTelel, ... UTTdpxouV Bsol
710U PpPOoVTI(oUuV yia EUAC, Kal EUEIC Ol AvBpwTTOI EiUACTE éva
amd 1a KTriuara Twv Bswv».>*

S touc Néuoug, KatadikAel TOV AUTOXELPA VA TAPEL KATA
HOVAG, OE EPNUIKN TIEPLOXT), OE TAPO AVWVUUO, AVEL OTAANG.
H autokTtovia givat n adikn mmovr Tou o AvOpwrtog eMPBANEL
oToV £aUTO TOU, AOyw avavdpiag, Sshiag Kat armpaypoovvng.
H auotnpotnta Kat n okAnpotnTta TnG 8€ong tou MAdTwva
petpralovtal, 6Tav MPOKEITAL YIA AUTOXELPia armoppéovoa
ané umepoAikd oduvnpn Kal avamogeuktn duoTuyxia N
a&emépaoTtn Kal avundé@opn Katatoxuvn.*

Evw amoppintel TV autokTtovia, o NMAdTwy, 6TTwe Kal o
Inmokpdtng, urmootnpilel, WoTdOoO, TN KN EQapUoyr Bepa-
TIEVTIKAG AYWYNG 1} TNV amocupon TG idn xopnyoUUEevVNg
OE TEPUTTWOELG BApEWwG KAl AVIATWG TTACXOVTWYV aoOeVWY,
AVTITIOEUEVOC OTNV TIEICUATIKN EUMOVH] TWV LATPWYV va
mapateivouv TN BacavioTik {wr Kal va EMPNKUVOUV Tn
Stadikaoia Tou Bavdrou.* Amodidel, HANIOTA, TNV TOKTIKNA
NG Y€ KABe péoo ouvtripnong tng (wng, ave€aptriTwe TNG
moldTNTAG TNG, OToV LATPO Hpodiko amd Tn ZnAuPpia (506
aiwvag m.X.), 0 omoiog amopakpuVOnKe amod tnv mapddo-
on Twv maAaiwv AokAnmadwv. Kabiotwvtag tov 6dvato
Hakpov, o Hpddikog emépepe TN duocbavaoia, n omoia
gival, mpopavwg, To avtiBeto Tng eUbavaaiag. AvtiBeta, o
AokANmOG Sev EMIXEIPOUCE VA 1ATPEVOEL TA CWUATA TTOU
voooUoaV OAOKANPWTIKA, £WC TO ECWTEPIKO TOUG, Yla va
UNV KataoTroel Tov Bio Twv avOpwnwv HakpoVv Kai KAKOV,
KAl yla va pn yevvnBOouv and toug acBeveic amdyovol Opol-
oi Toug. TOIOUTOTPOTIWG, LTTNPETOUVTAV KAl TO KAAO TOU
aoBgvoug, aAAd Kal To KAaAS TG TOANG. MIAwvTag yia évav
TTOAITIKOV ATKANTTIOV, o MAATWV €lonysital TNV umotayn
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NG laTPIKNAG OTIG TTOMTIKEG KAl OTIG KOIVWVIKEG OTOXEVOELG,
Statuntwvel S& SIGACKANIEG TTOU CLUVICTOUV TTPOAVAKPOUCHA
TNG EVYOVIKNG TWV VEOTEPWV XPOVWV.?”

3.5. AploTOTEANG

ATOAUTWC apVNTIKA SIAKELITAL TIPOC TNV AUTOKTOVIA KAl O
Aplototélnc. O Bdvatocg ival 1o pofepwtatov Sevo- «SioT
elvai o TéAog, kat Timote mAéov yia tov meBauévo Sev paivetal
va urrdpyel, oUTe KaAS oUTe Kakd». H emdlrtnon Tou Bavdatou,
TIPOG ATTOPULYN TNG PTWYELAG, TNG EPWTIKNAG ATTOYONTEVONG
1} AAAov AutinpoU TTpdypatoc, Sev SelkvUel avdpeia, ald
Sethia kat parBakdTnTa. H avtoxelpia avtiBaivel otov opbo
AGYo Kal 0Tov VOO0 Kal ouvioTd adikia og Bapog Tng moANg.>

3.6. AloXUMNOC — ZOQOKANG

Tnv 16éa 611 0 BAvaTtog AUTPWVEL TOV AvOpwTTo Ao Ta
aBgpdmeuTta KAKA Kal KATATTAUEL OPLOTIKA ToV TTOVO [pi-
OKOUME OToV TPpaytkd mointry AtoxUAo: «Q Bdvate owtripa,
un pe Bswpriosic ava&io Tou pxouoU oou- 810t Uévog gioal
€00 TwV aBgpAmeuTtwV Kakwv 1aTpo¢: Kal TOVo¢ Kavévag Sev
ayyilsl Tov vekpo6».>

O Zo@oKAACg, w¢ Pabid BpnokeudUeVoC Kal EVOERNC,
amnéppurtte Thv auvtoyelpia.” Map’ 6Aa autd, otig Tpayivieg
TEPLYPAPEL YAAPUPA €va TTEPLOTATIKO uttof3onBoluevng
autokTtoviag: o HpakArig, umo@épovtag and @pLkToug
movoug, melavaykAadel Tov ylo Tou 'YANo va avaypel mupd
Kal va ToV KAatakAaPel. OTtav o "YANOG SlapapTUpETal 0TI, av
urtakoUoel, Oa yivel Soho@dvog Tou idtou Tou Tou MaTépa,
o0 HpakAn¢ ol amavtd oy, avTifeTa, Oa KaTtaoTel cwTrpag
Kal uévoc iatnp (Beparmeutric) Twv Kakwv tou, SnAadr tou
a@opnTou AAyoug Tou.#

3.7. Ztwikoi - Emikoupog

Ol apxaiol Ztwikoi idaokav ott o BAvatog givat pla
@uotkn 81dAuon, Katd TNV ommoia To ECWTEPIKO TTUPIVO
mvel A Tou avBpWTToL XWEICeTaL ATTO TO CWHA KAl EVWVETAL
UE TO KOOMLIKO TTUP. A€V €ival KATL TTOU TIPETIEL KATTOLOG VA
pofdrtal kal, Kupiwg, Sev gival KATL NOIKA KaKS* KATATAC-
oegtal, padi pe tn dwnj, otV Taén TV NBIKWCS AdIaPopwv.
Kakd gival o o6Bo¢ wg mdbog kat HAAloTta o eofog Tou
Bavdtou. Amodéxovtav TNV avtoktovia, ovopd{ovtdg tnv
elUAoyov é€aywynv. Yrootriptlav, OpwG, OTL HOVO 0 GOPOC,
Kal Oxl KAl 0 Kowvog AvBpwriog, ival og Béon va Slakpivel
ToV Kalpd, itol va emAEEEL 0pOONOYIKA KAl CWOTA TIG TTEPL-
OTAOCEIG OTIG OTTOIEG N AUTOXEIP{O CUMTTITITEL PE TIG ETTITAYEG
NG Elnappévng, wote va euyet amod tn {wr kabnkovtwc.*!

O1\éyoltmou kablotouv eUAoyov TNy £§aywyriv Tou oTw-
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IKOU 0o@OU amo tov Bio gival évte: «Y7rép matpidog, unép
@iAwv, kat av urmooTel SPIUUTEPO TTOVO 1) oWUATIKES BAGBEC
n aviate¢ acBéveiec».* OLTpelg TeEhevuTaiol Adyol SelkvUouv
OTL ol INGCOYOL TNG apxaiag Ztodg £BAsmav OeTikd TNV
QUTOKTOVIO O€ TIEPITTTWOELG AVUTTIOPOPOU CWHATIKOU AAYOUG,
avamnpiag n aviatng vooou. YITEP auTtol cuvnyopoUV Kal
Ta TPOOWTTIKA Toug mapadeiypata: O apyxny£Tng Tou ITw-
IKIOPOU Z\VwV KPATNOE TNV avarmvor) Tou Kal éBave amod
ao@uéia, OTav, OVTAG UTTEPYNPOC, OCKOVTAYPE Kal E0TTACE TO
SAKTUAG TOU, eVW 0 HaBNTr¢ tou KAedvONg, euplokduevog
KAl auToG o€ TIPOoXWPENUEVN NAKia, KatéAn&e amo Beln-
HaTIKA aottia, votepa amd TNV ékBuon evog KakonBoug
e€avOnpuartog oto xeilog Tou.”

ATIO TOUG EKTTPOCWTIOUG TNG VEAG 2TOAG, O 2EVEKAG
MPOEKpPIVE TO €U {nv (bene vivere) évavTtl Tou (nv (vivere)
KAl TNV To16TNTA £vavTl TNG moootntag TG (wng. Eival
dvevu onuaociog to av Ba mebdvelg vwpitepa ] apyotepa-
onuaocia €xel va meBdvelg Kald (bene mori).** O avBpwmog
o@eilel va avTImaleVel He ONEC TOU TIC SuvAElg Ta Sevd
TNG a0BEVELOG KAl TOU TTOVOU, AANd, O aKpaieg CUVONAKEG,
étav n avtoxn tou e€avTtAeital kat n alompémneld Tou Sia-
KuBeveTal, n autoxelpia kaBiotatal eLAoynN: avaxwpeEei oTo
U€COV TOU HaPTUPIOU KAl ATTOCE gL HakpLd Ta Bdcavd tou.*

Mébvo wg eoxdtn emAoyn €BAEmMe TNV auToKTovia Kal
o EmiktnTOoG. ZuvioToUoE yevvaldTnTa, EYKAPTEPNON Kal
UTTOHOVETIKH amodoxn Twv SucApecTWY Kal EMWSUVWV
KataoTtdaocewv NG (wNg, Omwe n acBévela kal To AAyog,
OewpWVTAg AUTEC €pya TNG PUONG, EKONAWOEILG TN O€iag
TIPOVOLAG, UTTNPETIKEG TOU OCUVOAIKOU oXeSiou Tou KOopou.*
lpdet: «T1 Ba kavw, Aotrmév, av appwoTtriow; — Oa appwoTh-
O€IG KaAWG. — lMotog Ba ue ppovrtioel; — O B€d¢, ot pidol. — Oa
Téow 01O KPERATI TAAAITWPOUUEVOG OKANPA. — AAAG, w¢
avépag. ... Kat moia n kataAnén tn¢ véoou; — Kati aAdo rj o
Bavatoc; Apa, Aotrrdv, va Buudoal 6t auto eival To ueyavTe-
po arr’ 6Aa Ta KaKd 1mou MARTTOUV ToV AvBpwiro, UEYaAAUTEPO
kat amé tnv motandtnta kai tn S&iia, 6t o 6dvatog, aAdd o
@oBo¢ Tou Bavatou».”

MNa tov Mdapko AupnAio, n wn gival pia adtdAemtn
avapovh tou Bavatou.”’ 1o £pyo Tou «Td gic £QUTOV»
TIPOTPETIEL TOV €0UTO TOU va (&l «w¢ fidn ATobvigKwv»,
KATAPPOVWVTAG TN OAPKA, KAl va eVveEPYEl oav va ATav
KABe tou mpdén n teAeutaia tou PBiou tou. Ot voool Kal
TA CUUTTTWHATA Toug Sev gival oUTE KaKd, oUTE ayaBd.*
Mavtwg, dev SikatoAoyouv Tnv autoxelpia.?’

Katd tov Emikoupo, N autoKktovia, YeVIKJ, €xel TaBoAoy!1-
KA KivnTpa: Ayxog, KAaTtaOAPn, KOTIWoN, E0PANUEVOC TPOTIOC
Cwng, o6Bog Bavdatou. Eival avekTr) Kat EMTEENTH, AAAA OXL
TIPOTIUNTEQ, OE TIEPUTTWOELG UOVILOU UTTIEPBOAIKOU AAyouc.”
O autoyelpag dev amoteAei mapadelypa mpog pipnon. tov
EMKOUPIOUO, O€ avTiBeoN E TOV OTWIKIOUO, N AUTOKTOVIA
Sev €tuxe moté gupeiag emdokipaciag.®
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3.8. AuyouoTivog — Owudg AKivatng

O lepdg AuyouaTtivog Bewpoloe Tnv autoyelpia mapafia-
0N TNG EVTOANG 0U POVEUTEIS KAl EEICWVE TNV AUTOKTOVIA UE
TNV avBpwrokTovia gv yével.® AvtitaxOnke otov {NAWTIoHO
60wV xplotiavwy embiwkav mpdOupa To papTuplo (OTwg
Ol AOVATIOTEG KAl AANEG OXIOUATIKEG 1 APETIKEG OPASEG).
Aidaoke oT1 n emiyela (wn €ival éva moAuTIHo SWpPo Tou
@egoU oToV AvOpwWTO: To SWPO AUTO O AVOPWTTOC TIPETTEL
va to o€fetal Kal va 1o urepaomiletal.®?

Katd tov Mecaiwva, o Owpdg AKIvATng, N okEYn Tou
OTTo{oU ATTOTEAEL Yl CUVOECN TNG XPLIOTIAVIKAG ATTOKAAUYNG
LE TNV APIOTOTENIKH GIAOCO®PIia, KATASIKALEL TNV AUTOXELPIa
yla Toug €€NG TPELG Aoyouc: MpwTtov, Sev gival o avBpwTiog
KUP10G TNG (wriGg Tou, aAAA 0 Ogdc. AeUTEPOV, N AuToKTOVIA
avtiBaivel oTov QUOIKS VOO, O OTTOI0¢ ETIITACCEL TNV AU-
TOOUVTAPNON KAl TNV TTPOG TOV €QUTO PAG aydrn. Tpitoy,
Sebopévou oTL 0 AvBpwrtog ival HENOG TNG Kolvwviag, n
auTtoxelpia TANTTEL Kat adiKel TNV kowvoTnTa.?

3.9. Thomas More

H euBavaocia, pe Tn ovyxpovn évvola Tou OPou, EUPa-
viCetal yia mpwtn popd we 16€a Kal TpakTikh otnv Utopia
Tou Thomas More (1516). O1 kdtoikol Tng Outortiag mept-
BdAmmouv toug aoBeveic kal Sev mapaleimouv timote am’
600 UMTOPOUV VA CUVTEAECOULV OTNV AvAPPWOT ToUG. Toug
QAVATTINPOUG KAL TOUG AVIATWG TTACKOVTEG TOUG CUVTPOPEVOUV
Kal KAvouv 0,Tt gival Suvatdy yla va Toug avakou@ioouv.
‘Otav, OuwC, ol acBeveic uToPEpouv amod TAPATEIVOUEVO,
BaocavioTtikd mévo kat Sev umtdpyxel eAida avavnyng 1y
ENAPPUVONG TOU ANYOUC, TOUC ETTICKETTOVTAL Ol LEPEIG Kal Ol
APXOVTEC KAl TOUG TTAPOTPUVOULV va B€0ouV eKoUoLA TEPA
otn {wn TouG. OgpeAlvouv S€ TNV TTPOTPOT TOUG AUTH
O€ pla oslpd amod emixelprnpata: ol acBeveig Sev umopouy,
A€oV, va {rioouV pia @uGtoAoyLKr {wr Kal £X0UV KATAOTE(
Bdpoc yia Toug idloug kat yia Toug yupw Toud. H {wrj Toug
€XELOTNV TTIPAYHATIKOTNTA TEAEIWOEL Eival mpoTipoTtEpO Va
mebdvouv mapd va Siayouv pia ddAa (wr). EAv amaAlayoluv
amd 1o papTtuplo, poévol Toug i Ye Tn Bonbesia dA\wy, Ba
gival eutuylopévol petd Bdvartov. Mebaivovtag, Sev xdvouv
KApLA amo Tig Xapég Tig {wng, evw AutpwvovTal and TiG Ta-
Aaurtwpieg tneG. H emAoyn toug Sev gival pévo opBoloyikn,
aAAd Kal cUPPWVN HE TN OpnoKeia, a@ol akoAouBouv Tn
OUPBOUANR TWV LEPEWVY, OL OTTOIOL Eival Ol EPUNVEUTEG TNG
BouAric Tou @=oV. Oool aocBeveic meiBovtal amo Tig mapal-
VEOEIG TWV LEPEWV KAl TWV ApXOVTWYV, €ite SIAKOTTTOUV TNV
TPO®N KAl AIHOKTOVOULV, €iTe Aapfdvouv oo Kal mebBaivouv
avwduva. QoTtooo, Kavévag acBevig dev e€avaykaletal
va Balel TéENog otn {wrj Tou. Av Sev TeloTel, cuveyiCouv va
Tov TIEpIIToloUvTal PE apgiwTn @povtida kat mpoooxr. O
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eBelovolog Bavatog, otav TEPIBANETAL TNV £YKPLON TWV
lEPEWV KAl TWV apXOVTWV, VOUIleTal TTOAU évTtipoc. TouvavTi-
0V, av KATTOLlOG AUTOKTOVHOEL XWwpPIG TN ouyKkatdBeor| Toug,
Bewpeital alokatdkpitog Kat Sgv KNOEVETAL KAVOVIKA, AANA
TIETOUV ATIHWTIKA TO TTTWHA TOU OE Hia TAPpo.*°

H katd More euBavacia mapouctalel TPEIG BACIKEG TITU-
X€C, ol oToieg xapaktnpiCouv Kal Tn ovyxpovn euBavaocia:
MpwTov, apopd og acOeveic N kKatdotaon Twv omoiwv givat
ATMENTTIOTIKN KAl PN avacTpEPiun. AeUTepov, mPoUToOETEL
TNV autévoun Kal eEAeVBepn amoégacn Tou acBevou¢ Kal,
TpiTOV, AMmalTEi TN CUVAIVESH TWV TTOAITEIAKWY ApXWV.*°

3.10. David Hume - Immanuel Kant

21N vedtepn Oihocowia, amd Toug orroudaldTEPOUG
UTTOOTNPLIKTEG TNG auToKToviag ival o David Hume. Oe-
wpel mpokatalnyn kat Yeudn Bpnokeutikn Soacia Tnv
avTiAnyn 6t o AvBpwTog ogeilel va mapateivel évav ABAlo
Bio, mpokeluévou va unv PooBAANEL TOV Anioupyod Tou.
AvVaTPETTOVTAG TO APLOTOTENKO-AKIVATELO ETIXEIPNUA TTEPT
TNG QUTOXELPIOG WG AVTIKOIVWVIKAG EVEPYELAG, loXupileTal
611 0 AvBpwrtog mou POAvEL OTO ONUEI0 va OKEMTETAL Va
eykataleiPel tnv Umapén Exel TePIENDEL O€ pia katdotaon
1600 TTAONUATIK, WOTE £XEL KATAOTEI AxPNOTOC Kal BAPOG
yla tnv kowvétnta. H autoktovia evappoviletal Ue TO ATOLL-
KO CULPEPOV KAl AVAYETAL O KAO KOV TTPOC TOV £QUTO HAC,
otav To ynpag, n acévela i aAAAn duotuyia petaailouv
™ (wnj o€ @opTio XelPdTEPO amd TNV avto-ekundévion.”’

Stov avtinoda Twv andPewv Tou Hume Bpioketal n
TIPOCEYYLON TNG AUTOXELPiag amod Tov Immanuel Kant. O Kant
PEPELTNV AUTOKTOVIA WG TPWTO TTapAdelyua mpdéng avti-
Baivouoag oTnV KATNYOPIKN TPOCTAKTIKN. H UTTOKEIUEVIKA
apxn (aiwpa) TNg MPA&NG TOU AUTOKTOVOU («aTTd AYATTN
TIPOG TOV €aUTO poL Bpaxuvw Tn {wry pouv, étav PoBAETW
OTL Ta peNoVTIKA pou Bdoava Ba ival meplocdtepa amod
TIG XapE€g») Oev Oa umopoloe va Yivel KABOMKOG VOGS TNG
@uOoNG, eneldn éva cLOTNUA TNG PUONG, OTTOU N AYATTN TTPOG
TOV EQUTO PAG —OUOIWSEG XOPAKTNPIOTIKO TNG OTToiag gival
n wlnon otnv mpoaywyn Tn¢ {wri¢— 6a odnyovoe otnv
Kataotpo®r TG (wng, Ba NTaV ECWTEPIKA AVTIPATIKO.
Emiong, o autdxelpag Sgv avtipeTwtifel TOV £aUTO TOU WG
AUTOOKOTIO, AAAA TOV XPNOLIUOTIOLE WG UECO Yia TNV €€a-
o@AAion evog avwduvou Bavdrtou.*?

3.11. MNpakTikéc euBavaoiag ota vedtepa £TN

MetaV Twv eTwv 1500 kat 1800, oTNV MPOo-BLOUNXAVIKH
EupW1n paptupouvtal eVpEw S1a8eS0UEVES KAl ATTOSEKTEC
TIPOKTIKEG TTOU TMIoTEVOTAV OTL emMomeVSoLV Tov Bdvato
TWV KATAANKTIKWV acBevwy, Bpayxlvovtag Tnv aywvia
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TOUG. JUYKEKPIUEVA, APAlPOUCAV TO TIPOCKEPANO ATTO TOV
Bvriokovta acBevri kal Tov optlovtiwvav oto KPeRATL,
Tov oRKwvav amoé Tnv KAivn, Tov £Byalav oTo KpUo Kal ToV
Eamwvav oto £€6agog, TAvw OTO XWHA 1 o€ Axupa 1 o€
Hia KouBépta. EKTog amod Tn cupBoAIKR onpacia Toug, Kal
aveEdpTnTta amod TIC TPAYHUATIKES PUGCIONOYIKEC MO PACEILS
TOUG, Ol eV AOYW TIPAKTIKEG (PAVEPWVOULV TN ca@r MpdBeon
TOU TIEPIYUPOU YIO EVEPYNTIKH) CUVTOMEUON TNG BacavioTi-
KNG (wng Twv eTolpobdvatwv.”

To aitnua yia euBavaocia, pe Tn cUyXPOVN oNUAGcia TNG
Aé€Ng, avaduetal tn Sekaetia Tou 1870 otig Hvwpuéveg MoA-
TeiegTNG Apgpikig (HMA) kat otnv AyyAia. Tnv idta mepimou
emoxn (1883) avagueTal KAl N EVYOVIKH, WG EMOTNUOVIKO
KOl KOIWVWVIKO Kivnpa TTou emMOIWKEL TN «BeATiwon» Twv
aAmoyovwv HEOW TNG €MEPBAONG OTOUG UNXAVIOHOUG TNG
KAnpovouikétnTac. H mpwtn mpdtaon yla vouionoinon tg
euBavaoiag umofAnOnke To 1905 otnv moAlteia Tou Ohio,
katamoppipdnke. To 1935 18puetal otnv AyyAia n Etaipeia
Exouolag EuBavaociag (Voluntary Euthanasia Society) kai
10 1938, otic HIMA, n Augpikavikn Etaipeia EuBavaoiag
(Euthanasia Society of America). EmpoKeiTo yia opyavwuéveg
KIVAOELG, TTOU, WOTOOO0, ATTETUXAV VA TIEICOLV TA VOUOOETIKA
CWHATA TWV XWPWV TOUG va emtpéPouv tTnv eubavaocia.*

Katd tov AgUtepo Maykoopio MoAepo, To valloTiKo Ka-
Beotw( xpnotpomnoinoe Tov 0po «eubavaciar (“euthanasia”)
yla tny, Kat’ euenNUICHOV, OVOUACia TOU TIPOYPAMMATOG
guyovIKNnG “Aktion T 4", To omoio TTpo£€PAeTE TNV Avayka-
otk Bavatwon OAwv Twv SlavonTtika KaBuoTEPNUEVWY,
aAvVaTTAPWY, YPUXWTIKWY, EMANTTTIKWY, aVIATWE TTACXOVTWV
KOL UTTEPYNPWV ATOPWY TOU YEPHAVIKOU TTANOBUGOU, TTpOo-
KelPévou va dtatnpnBei n yevetikn kabBapdtnta Tng dplag
PUARC. YrTohoyiletal 0Tt SohogovriOnkav 275.000 avOpw-
moL>* YTTo to ouveldnolakod BAPog TwV YEYOVOTWY AUTWV
0 0pog «eubBavacio» amouoldlel amo To Ae§INOYIO Kal TN
VOMULKN opoloyia Tng Meppaviag, péxpl Kat opepa. Avt
auTtou, xpnolpomoleitat o 6pog Sterbehilfe (= BonBela oto
va meBavelg).>

’

4. ZYMNEPAZMATA

JUp@Wva pE TNV €TVUPONoyia TNG N Aé€n eubavaoia
ONUAivel «<kaAog BAavaTog» (avwduvog, YAUKOG, Xwpig ayw-
via). ZTnVv 1I0TopPIKA TNG S1ASPOUN EVVOEITO TTOIKINOTPOTIWG.
MOAIG 0Ta TEAN TOU 190UV AlWVA ATTEKTNOE TN CUYKEKPIPEVN
onuaoia, pe Tnv omoia eival ev xprioel oruepa. Qoté00,
TIPAKTIKEG TTOU Tipocopotdlouv otn cuyxpovn eubavacia
paptupouvtal Adn amd TNV apxatdtnta, evw SlaXPOVIKNA
v pée kat n BewpnTikr S1amdAn mepi tng eBelovolag au-
TOKTOVIAG O€ TIEPITTTWOELG YIPATOG, avarnpiag r} acbéveiac.
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Euthanasia: A historical review of meanings, ideas and practices
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The word euthanasia first appeared during the Hellenistic era. Greek and Latin writers used it in a sense quite differ-
ent from the modern usage, referring to the serene death that seals a virtuous life, the heroic death on the battle-
field or for the defense of supreme ideals, the death that comes at the right time, and the non-tortuous death. In the
17th century, it was transported into English by Bacon to describe the painless death that is accomplished by the ap-
plication of medical means of pain relief. In the 18th century, Eugene Voulgaris considered it to be the endurance of
death with bravery and placidity. It is only at the end of the 19th century that it acquired the specific meaning with
which it is used today, i.e., the active acceleration of death by medical intervention, in patients suffering from incur-
able, agonizing illnesses. Although not named as such, practices similar to contemporary euthanasia have been tes-
tified since antiquity (Kea, Marseilles, Sparta), while the theoretical debate on voluntary suicide in old age, disability
or sickness is timeless. The Hippocratic Oath, reflecting Pythagorean beliefs, explicitly forbids euthanasia, either as
the administration of a lethal substance by the physician to terminate the patient’s life, or as physician-assisted sui-
cide. Plato, Aristotle, the Christian Fathers, and Kant categorically rejected suicide, which, conversely, was support-
ed, under certain conditions, by some of the Stoics and Hume. The demand for euthanasia, in the modern meaning
of the word, emerged in the 1870s in the United States of America and England. In Germany, the Nazi regime used
the term “euthanasia” euphemistically to name a eugenics program of forced killing of patients suffering from incur-
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able illnesses, and mentally retarded, disabled, psychotic, and even elderly people.

.........................................................................................................................................................

Key words: Bioethics, End-of-life dilemmas, Euthanasia, Suicide
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