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In memoriam

Charles Raymond Pax George (1940-2019)

The International Association for the History of Ne-
phrology (IAHN) has lost one of its leading members in
the field of the history of nephrology: Charles George. He
died in London shortly after attending the IAHN meeting in
Larissa last September, during emergency surgery to treat
active bacterial endocarditis. Just a few days previously, he
had been awarded the fellowship of the Royal College of
Physicians of London, and a few of us had the pleasure of
dining with him and Elizabeth in the College. He is —and
long will be-much missed.

Charles was born in Killora, NSW, Australia and attended
school and university in Sydney, graduating in 1966 and
being awarded FRACP in 1975. He began work in nephrol-
ogy almost by accident, and never stopped. He worked in
Seattle with haemodialysis pioneer Belding Scribner, then
at Guys with myself and Chisholm Ogg in London, doing
research on platelet physiology in renal disease. He went
back to a post in the Concord Hospital in Sydney in 1973,
where he spent his working life there as a renal physician.

Charles set up a haemodialysis unit and a transplant
programme. He realised the special needs of Aboriginal
Australians, in whom renal failure is so common, pioneering
the use of the disposable dialysis REDY unit for use in often
primitive outback dwellings, where water was in short supply.
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Early on, he developed an interest in medical history
which naturally focussed on nephrology. He was a me-
ticulous researcher, chasing down obscure references and
delighting in original notebooks and documents. He also
favoured original and sometimes controversial conclusions
to his work. He obtained a degree in history in the 1995
for a critical look at the work of John Jacob Abel, and later
achieved a PhD. He was the only member of the IAHN
with a degree also in History. He delighted in words and
language, and assembled an impressive bibliography. He
became a President of the IAHN having been a founder
member in 1994. He assembled an impressive collection
of old books dealing with nephrology, which visitors could
trawl through.

He was excellent company, and always up for an argu-
ment or a discussion, the two blending effortlessly, but
thoughtful and balanced. A brief essay into politics was
not however successful. In his later years, he spent half of
his time in Oxford in England, a country of which he was
now also a citizen.

He was accompanied at many IAHN meetings by his wife
Elizabeth, née Gordon, whose company we all enjoyed. He
is survived by her, two sons and two daughters.
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H Atgbvn g Evwoig tng lotopiag tng Ne@poloyiag (IAHN) anwAeoe éva anod ta NyeTIKA oteréxn TnG. O Charles George
amneiwoe oto Aovdivo tov ZenTéuplo Tou 2019 petd anmd eyxeipnon yla oTAQUAOKOKKIKE evookapditida éxovtag
HOAIG peTafeil ekel amd TN Adploa OTTOU CUUMETEIXE EVEPYWG, OTTWG TTAVTa, oto Xl International Congress of ISHN. O
Charles yevvriOnke oto Killora tng Bopglodutikig AuoTpaliag Kat amo@oitnoe anod tnv latpikr ZxoAr Tou MNavemotn-
Hiov Tou ZUSvel. MeTd amd pakpoxPovia HETEKTTAISEUON OTO ZIATA Kat To Aovdivo emoTtpé@el To 1973 oto Noooko-
Heio Concord Tou ZUSVED OTTOU EPYACHOHNKE Y1a TO UTTOAOLTIO TNG EVEPYOUG LATPIKAG oTadlodpouiag tou. Opydvwoe éva
HEYANO TIPOYPAUMA AlHOKABAPONG KAl HETAUOOKXEUONG HUE I81AITEPN €UPAOH OTIG HEYAAEG AVAYKEG TWV ABOopPLlyavwyV
AOYW TWV KAKWV CUVONKWYV LVYIEIVIG OTIG KOIVOTNTEG TOUG. ATTIO VWPIG evOla@épOnkKe yia tnv lotopia kat tav To povo
HéNoG TNG IAHN pe S1I8AKTOPIKG OTO AVTIOTOLXO AVTIKEIMEVO. TO TTABOG TOL ATAV N YAWOGOAOYIa KAl N GUANOYH OTIAVIWV
BiBAiwv. Zuppeteixe evepyd otig Spaotnetdotnteg TNG IAHN, TG omoiag SietéAeoe kat MNpodedpog. Htav e€aipetog opl-
ANTAG KAl TTAVTA PE Xapd Tov cuvavtoVoape padi pe tn culuyo tou Elizabeth. ©a poag Agipel kat Twpa Kat 6To péANOV.
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