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Eménpuioloyia nAikiaki¢ EKQUAoNG
¢ wxpdag KnAidag

H nAiokn ek@UAlon Tn¢ wxpdg knAidag (HEQ) ivan pia mpooSeuTiki eKQUAL-
OTIKN vO00G Tou 0pOaApoU. MpooPallel mpwtonadwg To pehdyxpouv emoOnRAo
Kall SEUTEPEVOVTWG TOUG YwToUmodoxeic. MepthapPavel 500 KAIVIKEG LOpPEC,
v {nedA Kalt T VEOAYYEIOKN HOP®H, Ol OTToiEC 0TO TENIKG 0TASI0 pmopouv
va eMEEPOUV PEPIKN 1 OAIKN (vopikn) TU@Awon. H artiomaBoyéveon ivat
TMOAUTTAOKN, TOAUMAPAYOVTIKH KAl ATEAWG YVWOTH, KOl EUMAEKEL TN YEVETIKA
gvaiodnoia kabwg Kat TV emidpacn S1aPOpwWV KAIVIKWY, TEPIRBANNOVTIKWV
Kot pn mepiBarovTikwy mapayoviwv. Itnv mopeia e§€Migng g HEQ otov
e§wtepo appIBAnoTposldn Aappdvouv xwpa técoepa avatopo-maboloyikd
yeyovoTta: n AImo@oUuCKIVOYEVEDN, N YEVEDN TwV drusen, n XpOvia GAEYHOVH,
Kal N veoayyeiwon pévo otn veoayyelakn pop@n. H upnAoétepn ocuxvotnta
¢ HEQ mapouataletal oTi¢ nAIKieg >80 eTwv, e EMMOAACHO amo 8,8-12,33%,
€VW UMIAPXEL TAoN aVENONG TNG OTIG NAIKiEG amd 55 £TWV Kat Avw. H Bepameia
NG VOOOU apopd KUPiwg OTn VEOAYYEIAKH HOP®N. AVAUEVETAL GNUAVTIKO
KOIVWVIKO KOl OLKOVOUIKO KOOTOG OTA UYEIOVOMIKA GUOTAHATA AGYW TNG
av&nong tou MPoodoKipou eMPBiwonG oTIC EMOUEVEG SEKAETIEG.
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1. EIZAIrQrH

3TN VOOOAOYLIKH ovVTOTNTA TTOU aVAQEPETAL OCAUEPA
WG NAIKIAKA €KQUAION TNG wXPdag kKnAidag (HEQ), o 6pog
0 OXeTI(OPEVOG PE TNV NAIKIA gp@avioTnke To 1987 wg
age-related macular degeneration (AMD), apxtkd oTnv
apepikavikn BiAoypagia kat TpooSeUTIKA eMIKPATNOE
S1EBVWG. To 2006, AOyw TG KUPLAG eVTOTTIONG TNG PAABNG
oTNV WYPJ, E1I0NYRONKE 0 0pog WXPIKH NAIKIOKH VOCOG, EVW
710 2014 MPOoTAONKE N AuToAvooo( altioloyia otnv HEQ.!

Qxpd knAida pe TNV KAVIKA-0OaAoAoYIKr Kal OXL TNV
AVATOWIKN évvold €ival N KUKAOTEPN G TTEPLOXT) TOU AUPIBAN-
oTpOoEIdoUC oToV OTioO10 TTOAO TOL OPOAAUOU UE KEVTPO
KUKAOU TO KeVTpIKO BoBpidio kat Stdpetpo 1,5 mm. H HEQ
gival vooog mou MPooBANEL TTPWTIOTWE TNV TIPOAVAPEP-
Oeioa meploxn kat €€ oplopoL agopd og nAIkieg >50 €TWV.2

2. KAINIKEZ MOP®OEX - ZTAAIONOIHZH

H HEQ Swaipeital o@BaApooKomIKA-KAIVIKA o Vo
KAWVIKOUG-HOP@OAOYIKOUC TUTTOUG: (a) TNV Enpd popen
Xwpi¢ mapouacia veoayyeiwv kat () Tn veoayyelakn rj uypn
1 €§1I8PWUATIKN HOPPN PE TTAPOUGIa XOPLOEISIKWY VEOQY-
veiwv (choroidal neovascularization, CNV) i veoayyegiwv
ApPIBANCTPOEISIKNAG TTPoENEVONG.?

H &npd popoen tng HEQ mapoucidletal oOaAooKOTIKA
UE go0Tieg atpo@iag Tou peAdyxpou embOniiov (ME) 1y kat
UE €0TIEC LUTTO-, UTTEPUENAYXPWONG O€ ANNOTE AANO PaBuO,
KABWC KAl E TNV EUPAVION TwV drusen, TToU gival YEPUAVIKNA
AéEN Kal onuaivel TTETPIVN KOINOTNTA YEUATN KPUOTANOUG.
Xapaktnpietal amod Tnv mpoodeuTikn atpoia tou ME, Twv
PWTOUTTOSOXEWV KAl TWV XOPLOEISOTPIXOEISWY, EVW TuXAia
n EMPAVION TNG UTTOPEl va akoAouBroel pla ponynBeica
amokOAAnon tou ME. Ta drusen evtomiCovtal Babid otov
apeIBAnoTpoeldn kat mapouacidlovtal 0POANUOCKOTTIKA e
SU0 KUPLEG HOPYEG, TA OKANPA KAl TA HAAAKA.? AlyOTEPO
ouxva gival ta Siktuwtd drusen (reticular pseudodrusen
| pseudodrusen), mou evtomiovtal akpIBwg mavw amnod
10 ME Kal evtog tng otifddag twv pwtoimodoxéwv.’ Ta
okAnpd drusen gp@avifovtal wg TOAU HIKPOU o@aAlpIKoU
OXNMOATOG KiTPIVEG evammoBEoelg SIaPETPpou <63 um KATW
amd 1o ME Kal amoteAoUV cuoTATIKO TWV BACIKWY LUE-
vwdwv evamoBéoewv (basal laminar deposit, BlamD), n
ouvexnG avénon Tou TTAXoug Twv omoiwv MpodiabéTel yia
gu@avion tng HEQ.* Y€ pikpo aptBud ta okAnpd drusen Sgv
Bswpouvtal elpnua HEQ aAAd onueio yripavong, aA\d o€
Heyalo aplOpd pmopsi va mpodlabécouv og atpogia Tou
ME Kal o€ OXeTIKA HIKPOTEPN NAKia.®

Ta palakd drusen gpgavifovtal wg evamoB£oelg Aev-
KOU-KITPIVOU XPWHATOG KATW Ao TN Bactkn HEpMBpAvn Tou
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ME, neyé0oug >63 um pe adlakplta Opla XwpiG Opoloyevn
ovoTaon, Héva, 0 CUOTASEG 1] KAl CUVEVWIEVA HETAEV TOUG
(ouppéovta drusen). H mapoucia paAakwv Kat OXl OKANpwv
drusen cuvioTtd 1o a&lomoTo SlayvwoTikd onueio tng HEQ.
Ta palakd drusen amoTteAOUV CUOCTATIKO TWV PACIKWYV
ypapuikwy evamobéoewv (basal linear deposit, BlinD) kat
oétav gival peydAa Pmopei va avanmtu&ouv UIKPEC ATTOKOA-
Mjoeig Tou ME (drusenoid detachment).” Otav n atpoia
Tou ME gival eploplopévn Kal EVTOTIIOUEV, OVOUAleTaL N
YEWYPAPIKN aTpo@ia, Evw otav gival S1dxuTn avagpépetal
WG YEWYPAQIKN atpopia (atrophic zone, AZ). Emiong, pmopei
Va UTTAPXOUV KAl TTEPLOXEG PETABaoNG (transition zone, TZ)
amnod 1o PUOIOAOYIKO TTPOC TO TTAOOAOYIKO UE eVOIAUEDTES
SlaBabuioeic.?

O veoayyelakog TUTTOC, 1j uypn, N I8P WHATIKA LoPPN
¢ HEQ amotelei mepimou 1o 15% Twv MEPIOTATIKWY TNG
oPung HEQ kat éxel wg o@payida tng TNV mapouacia veoay-
Yeiwong otnv wxpd KnAida, n omoia em@Epel cuXVA TAaxEia
—S1dpKelag Aiywv nUEPWV— Kal LEYAAN peiwon TNG Opaonc.
H veoayyeiwon pmopei va mpogpyetal amo (a) Ta Xoplotpl-
XO0€I0n (xoploeldikn veoayyeiwon, CNV) mou Bpiokovtal
KATW amod TNV wxpd kNAida —apou pwTta SlarmepAacouy Tn
HeUBpdvn tou Bruch kat elcéABouv oTov XWpo KATw amno
10 ME- Kal avagépetal wg veoayysiwon tomovu |, evw étav
Stanepdoouv kal to ME kat avixveutolv otn otiBada twv
PWTOUTTOSOXEWV aVAPEPETAL WG Veoayyeiwon tuTou |18 kat
(B) Ta apEIBANCTPOEISIKA TPIKOEIS Kal TOTE ovouddleTal
AYYEIWHATWONG APPIBANCTPOEISIKOC TTOANATIAACIACUOG
(retinal angiomatous proliferation, RAP) i veoayyeiwon
TUmovu lll. TéAog, o€ MOAU 6Yipa otddia tng HEQ pmopsi va
TMPOKANBEi avaoTOpwon HETA&L XOPLOEISIKWV Kal Ap@IBAN-
OTPOEISIKWV ayyeiwv amd mpoUndpxouoa veoayyesiwon.®

H otadiomoinon tng vooou mepthapfavel T€éoogpa
otddia, Ta A, B, I, A avdhoya pe tn oofapdtnta Twv opOal-
HOCKOTIIKWV AANOIWOEWV TToU BEBatvovTal oTnv wXpd o€
mieploxr} SUo SIAPETPWY OTITIKOU SioKOU Ao TO KEVTPO TOU
BoBpidiov o dtopa nAikiag >55 eTwv.”? To otddio A pe t1a
Aiya okAnpd drusen Bswpeitat 6t1 anmotelei anAd onueio
ynpavone. H HEQ apyilel pe to otddio B kat pmopei, TeAIkd,
va e§eNXOei €ite TTPOG TN YEWYPAPIKN) ATPOYIq, €iTE KATA
UIKPOTEPO TTOCOOTO OTN VEOAYYEIOKH HopPr."

3. ENIAHMIOAOTIKH EIKONA

H HEQ €ivat n mAéov Kolvrj artia TU@AWOoNC OTIG AVETTTUY-
MEVEG XWPEG O€ NAIKIEG >60 €TWV KAl ATTOTENEI TO 7-8% TNG
TIAYKOOUIAG VOO pOTNTAG TUQPAWONG. 2 € TTAYKOOILO eMimedo,
o emmoAacpog NG HEQ kabe otadiov otig nAikieg 45-85
€TWV NTAV 8,69%. O aplOuoG TWV TTACKXOVTWYV TTAYKOOUIWG
710 2020 avapevotav ota 196 EKAToPpUPLa, EVW N EKTIUNON
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yta 1o 2040 umoloyileTal ota 288 ekatouUPLa.”? H (UAETIKNA
KATOVOUN TOU EMITOAACHOU KABe popenc HEQ Atav 12,33%
otoug Evpwmaioug, 7,33% otoug Aciateg Kat 7,53% otoug
A@plkavoug, epgaivovtag kabapd tnv avénuévn cuxvotnta
NG VOOOUL OTOV EVPWTTAIKO TTANBUOUS.™?

>1nv Evpwnn (mephapBavouévng kat tng Pwaoiag) kat
HE BAon Tov EMITOAACUO avAuéVETAl O SEVUTEPOC PEYANU-
TEPOC APIOUOC TEPIMTWOEWVY PETA TNV Acia, SnAadn mepi
Ta 69 ekatoppUpla To 2040.”? EldikoTtepa otnv Evpwrn
@aivetal 6Tl 0 EMITOAACUOC TNG MPpwipng HEQ katd to
XPOVIKO Stdotnpa 1990-2013 avéribnke katd 3,5% (S14-
oTnMa gumotoouvng [95% confidence interval, 95% ClJ:
2,1-5,0) ota dtopa nAikiag 55-59 twv kat 17,6% (95% Cl:
13,6-21,5) ota dtopa nAKiag =85 Twv, evw yla TNV OYLun
HEQ ta avtiotolxa mooootd rjtav 0,1% (95% Cl: 0,04-0,3) kai
9,8% (95% Cl: 6,3-13,3).” Znuelwvetal évag eOivwy emimo-
Aaopog TG oPung HEQ petd to 2006, n omoia €yive mAéov
EUPAVAG LETA TNV NAIKIA TwV 70 €TWV. O EMITOAACUOC gival
TTAPSOLOG YIA TO PUAO O ONEG TIG NAIKIOKEG OUASEG, EKTOG
amnd v oYiun HEQ kat tn peyalltepn nAKIOKR opdda,
UTTOSEIKVUOVTAG LA TAON Yo UYPNAOTEPN CUXVOTNTA TNG
VEOQYYEIOKAG HOPPNG Hévo oTn Bopela Evpwrn.”* Etol, ano
TN LENETN TIPOKUTITEL OTL LETA TO 2006 AiydTEPOL 0OPOaApOL
KatAtydtepa dtopa nAIKiag 80 ETWV UE VEOAYYELOKN LOPP
Ba éxouv mpoPAnuata 6paong. MOavr e€fiynon givat ot ai-
Aayég otov TpoTo (WG TWV NAIKIWHEVWY 1) KAl N XOprynon
TWV AVTI-OYYEIOYEVETIKWV TTAPAYOVTWVY.”* O TIPOPAEPEIC yIa
v HEQ &gixvouv oxeddév SIMAACIACHO TWV TTACXOVTWV.
JUVETIWG, Yia TOo 2040 0 aplOudC TV ATOPWY UE TIPWIN
HEQ otnv Eupwrn (ek16¢ TG Pwoiag) 6a kupaivetat amd
14,9-21,5 ekatoppupla Kat pe oYiun HEQ and 3,9-4,8
eKATOMMUPLA.? ZTNV EANAOQ, O PEAETN CUOXETIONG TNG
HEQ kal Tou Peudoamo@oASwTIKOU YAQUKWHATOG OTNV
Kpntn, o emmoAacudg tng HEQ oipou otadiou og dtopa
nAkiog 60-80 etwv BpéBnke 0,7% kal o€ Atopa >80 €TWV
13,5%, ev Sev aviXVeUTNKE o€ ATopa NAkiag 40-60 eTwv.™

4.NMMAOGODYZIONOTIA

O e&wtepog ap@IBAnoTPoeldng (pwToUmodoxeig Kal
ME) ouvéxetal pe Ta TPIX0Eldr} Tou Xoploeldoug XITwva
TOu 0POAAUOU dueca Kal oTevd €M Ta €KTOC S1d pécou
NG HepPpAvng Tou Bruch. To ocuvolo autd ouvioTtd To
ovupmAeypa tou Ruysh (Ruysch’s complex) kat Asitoupyei
OUNNOYIKQ, TTApEXoVTAG 1I8aVIKO TEPIBANOV yia TNV OAn
Aertoupyia Tou ap@IBAnoTpoeldoug, SnAadn TNV vYnAn
AVOAUTIKA NUEPNOLA KAl XPWHATIKN 6pacn HE Ta Kwvia,
KaBWC Kal TNV TTEPLPEPLKN dPAoT Kal TNV 6pacH OTO OKO-
Tdd!1 pe 1a pafdia.”” H mabBopuaoioloyia tng HEQ agopd
07O oUPMAEeYUa Tou Ruysh, pe Tnv avantuén touAdxliotov



TEOOAPWV TTAOOAOYOAVATOIKWY OANOIWCEWY OE AUTO, OTTIWG
NG AITTOPOUCKIVOYEVEDNG (UE TNV ETTIKOUPIA TOU 0&eIdw-
TIKOU stress), TnG dSnuiovpyiag Twv drusen (drusogenesis),
NG XPOVIAG PAEYUOVIG, KAl TNG VEOAYYEIwONG HOVO OTn
VEOQYYELOKH HOPPN.’

4.1. O&e1OWTIKO stress

O évtovocg PETABOAIoHOC TwV KUTTAPWY Tou ME Snpioup-
YEi SpaoTikég pop@Eg oEuydvou (reactive oxygen species,
ROS), ol omoigg gival aotadn popla pe cuvtoun Sidpkela
(wnc. Tétola popta givat .. To aviov Tou uriepofeldiou Tou
ofuydvou (O,), Tou TTPOKUTTTEL Ao SiagpelyovTta NAeKTpOVIA
NG 0B WTIKNAC PWOPOPUAIWONC TA OTToia EVWVOVTAL UE
Hoplako ofuydvo, i to untepoéeidio udpoyovou (H,0,),”? mou
mpokKUTTEl eite amd tn Spdon Tng NADPH-o&siddong ota
(PAYOOoWHATA TWV £§W THNHATWV TWV GwTOUTTOSOXEWV, EiTE
amd tnv ogidwon megOévtwy Aimdiwv Twv €§w THNUATWV
Twv ewTtolTodoxéwv Kat Tn dnuioupyia kapBoualBuA-
mupPPOANG (carboxyethylpyrrole, CEP).”” OfeibwTtikry Spdon
Kal Snuioupyia SPACTIKWY HoP@wWV 0§UYOVOU TIPOAYOUV
Kal e§wyeveic mapdyovTteg, 6TTWG N NALAKN aKTIvofoAia
KUPIWG PE TO Kuavo MAKOG KUMATOC Kat TN §pdon tng emi
TwV PWToUTOSOXEWV, KABWCE KAl TO KATIVIOUA. APACTIKEG
HopYEéC oEuydvou SnuloupyolvTal ETTIONG ATTO TNV UTTOP-
PLBUION S10POPWV AVTIOEEIOWTIKWY VUMWYV TOL TUTTOU
NG Kataidong.”

ZNUAVTIKO TTPOOTATEUTIKO PONO OTO OEEISWTIKO stress
Stadpapartifouv otnv wxpd KNAida kat otov au@iBAnoTpo-
€161 ol XpWOTIKEG AouTeivn kat LeafavOivn. Otav 6pwe n
OUOCCWPEVHEVN TTOCOTNTA TWV AVTISPACTIKWY HOPPWV
ofuyovou urepBei évav oudo xwpig va e€oudetepwvetal amd
KUTTAPLKA eVCUHIKA CUCTAUATA, OTTIWG T.X. TNG KATAAAONG,
T16TE TMpokalouvTtal BAABEC O HAKPOUOPIA (TTPWTEIVIKA,
MmSIKA KAl TTUPNVIKA HOPLA) PE ATTOTEAECHA TNV AVATTTUEN
o&e1dwTIKoU stress.”

4.2. AITTOQOUCKIVOYEVEDN

H Mimo@ouokivn amoteAeital and autopBopilouoeg
AITOTIPWTEIVIKEC CUCOWPEVOEIC KOKKIWV KITPIVNG-KaAPE
aAmoOXPWOoNG KAl AVEVPIOKETAL CUVIOWG OE PETA-UITWTIKA
KUTTapa.?’ H Aimog@ouokivoyéveon dnuioupyeital and ot-
Snpo-kataAudpeveg avtidpdoelg o&eidbwong Twv pepBpa-
vwdwv Mimdiwv kal HETABOAITEG TNG PETIVAANG KATA TN
Stdpkela eENTTOUE PAYOKUTTAPWONG TWV £€€W TUNUATWY
Twv ewTtolmodoxéwv mou gival TTAOUGCIA OE PWOPOAL-
midla kat w3 Amapd o&éa, 6mwg 1o (elIkooadie§aevoikd
o&U, DHA), kal 0tn cuvéxela n mapayoevn AITo@ouokKivn
AmoONKEeVETAL OTA PAYOCWHATA TWV KUTTAPWYV Tou ME.?

K. EZAPXOX kau K. FTANNAKOY

H Amougouokivn auv€davel To AUCOCWIKO pH, HEIWVEL TN
AUCOOWUIKA EVCUUIKN-TIPWTEVIKNA Kat YAukolauvikn Sid-
omaon? Kal CLUYKEVTPWVETAL aBpoloTikd oto ME @pBdvovtag
£€w¢ Kal 0To 19% TOU KUTTAPIKOU OYKOU 0NV NAIKIa Twv
80 €TWV, PEIWVOVTAG KAl TN PAYOKUTTAPLKA TOU LKAVOTN-
T0.% Emiong, kamola cuoTaTtikd auTtAg, OTTwG N N-peTUAEVN
2-N-peTibulévn-ail®avolapivn (A2E), mapdyouv avtidpa-
OTIKEG LOPPEC 0EUYOVOU AVATTTUCOOVTAG OEEIOWTIKO stress
KAl KUTTAPLIKA amontwon S1d Héoou TnG evepyomoinong
n¢ kaonmaong 3.%

4.3.Téveon drusen

To ME katd tn Sidpkela tng {wN¢ evamoBéTel Kutta-
POTIAACUATIKO TIEPIEXOUEVO OTOV EEWKUTTAPIO XWPO EiTE
yla TNV amof3oAr paKwWV KAl OUCIWY, EITE WG ATTAVTNON OE
XPOVIA GAEYLOVT, CUVEICPEPOVTAG £TOL 0TN SNUloupyia Twv
drusen.” H avipoAn e§wkuttdpla ovcia otnv HEQ mept-
Aappavel (a) Tig Baoikég upevwdelg evamoBéoelg (BlamD),
€va ey oUWV TOTIIKAG KAl CUCTNUATIKAG TIPOENELONG,
KUPIWG TPWTEIVIKAG @UONG TTou TTEPINAPBAVEL T OKANPA
drusen, Ta omoia cucowpegvovTal HETA&V TNG KUTTAPIKAG
Kal TG BacikAg pepBpdvng tou ME, kat (B) TG BacIKEG UpE-
vwdelg evamoBéoel (BlinD), éva peiyua ouoiwv mpwTtiotwg
MTo€lb0U¢ pUONG, TAPAYOUEVWV TOTIIKA KUPiwG amod 1o ME,
mou mepAapdvouy Ta palakd drusen, Ta OTToid GUCCWPEL-
ovtal HeTa&VL NG Bactknig pepPBpdvng tou ME Kal tng éow
KoAAayovou oTi3ddag tou Bruch.*”? H cucowpeuon twv
evamoBéoswv ouveyiCetal TPOOSEUTIKA Kal HévVo apydtepa
yivetal ep@avng kKAvikd wg drusen (drusogenesis).’”’

4.4. Xpovia pAeypovn

O e§wtepog ap@IPANOTPOEISNC ival 1IOTOG PE TTIPOVO-
pio avooiag (immune privilege) umof3onBovpevog and (a)
Toug SUO AIPATO-AUPIBANCTPOEISIKOUG PPAYHOUG £0W Kal
€€w, (B) TNV amouacia Aep@IKwV ayyegiwv Kal SevSpPITIKWV
KUTTAPWY, (Y) TOTTIKA EKAUOEVOUG TTAPAYOVTEG AVOOCIAKNAG
avoxn¢ Kal (8) Tovikd avaoTaATIKA oruaTa Tou e€WTEPOU
apeiBAnotposidoulg, ta omoia avdvouv tov oudo evep-
yoroinong Twv GAEYHOVWSWVY KUTTAPWV Kal £€Tol duvnTi-
KA AVTIYOVO-TIAPOUCIAOTIKA KUTTAPA Kal AEUPOKUTTApPA
QATTOHAKPUVOVTAL TIPIV aVATTITUEOUV KUTTAPOTOEIKOTNTA OTO
OUYKEKPIMEVO UIKpOTTEPIBAANOV.?”

H kUpla eumAekduevn KUTTAPIKN opada otn Bpadéwg
e€ehlooopevn HEQ gival Ta povomupnva @ayokuttapa
(mononuclear phagocytes, MPs). Av kat 8ev gival apKoUVTwG
yvwoTtn n Aeypovwdng diadikaocia, mupodoteital and tnv
EVEPYOTIOINON TWV IOTIKWV HAKPOQAYWY, AKOAOUBOUIEVWV
QAo TNV MTPWIUN OTPATOAOYN O OUSETEPOPIAWY, TTOAULIOP-
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(POTTUPHVWV KAl KUKAOQOPOUVTWY LOVOTTUPVWYV, TA OTToia
SlagopormolouvTal O€ I0TIKA Hakpopdya.?”

Ta otpatoloynuéva Kat Slagopomoinuéva @AeyHovwon
HAKPO@AYA AVATITUOCOUV TTAOOYEVETIKO PONO OTNV AVATITU-
&N TG UTTAPPIPANCTPOEISIKAG PAEYHOVIG KL VEOAYYEIWONG
otnv HEQ, kaBwg eA\eipel uToSoxEwV Yl avaoTAATIKA
onjpata mou Ba Mpoépxovtav anmd TO CUUTTAEYHUA AU@lL-
BAnotpoeldous-ME SieukoAUvovTal va EKKPIVOUV HEYANEG
TMOOOTNTEG KUTTAPOKIVWY, Ol OTTO{EG EKQUAIOLV TOUG PW-
TOUTTOB0XEIG KAl TIPOKAAOUV KAl VEOAYYEIOYEVEDT.? TETOLEG
KUTTOPOKIVEC gival (a) n kuttapokivn C-C potifou cuvdétn
2 (CCL2) pe 1oxupn Spdon oTpatoAdynong Kat AANwWY KUKAO-
POPOUVTWV HOVOKUTTAPWY, (B) N vtepAeukivn-1b (IL-1b)
LE 1lOXLPN TIPOAYYEIOYEVETIKN Kal VEUpOoTo&IKA dpdon, (y)
o mapdAyovTag VEKpwong OyKwv-a (tumor necrosis factor
alpha, TNF-a) pe kKataoTtaAtikiy S§pdon OTov PETAYPAPIKO
mapdyovta opBodovtikd homeobox 2 (OTX2), o omoiog
PLUBUIleL TNV €KPPACN CNUAVTIKWY YoVISiwv Tou OmTIKOU
KUKAOU, OTTw¢ TNV TpavoBupetivn (transthyretin, TTR) kat
TNV apudpoyovdon peTivoing (retinol dehydrogenase,
RDH), kat (8) n vtepAeukivn 6 (IL-6) pe veoayyelakr Spdon.”

H gumAokn Tou CUUTMANPWUATOG O0TNV TTaboyévela
¢ HEQ Sigpeuvdatal teAeutaia. Etol, oe Sucheitoupyia
TwV SlAUECO-TPIXOEISIKWV S1aPPAYUATWY TOU XOPLOEL-
Souc¢ mBavoév va undpéel urtepPolikr) Spaotnplomoinon
Tou mapdyovta C3b otnv MAeupd Tou Xoploeldoug Ue
emakoloubn evepyoroinon TNG eVAANAKTIKAG 080U Tou
CUUTIANPWHATOC.? ApaoTnplomoinon GAEYUOVIG UTOPET
€miong va TPOoKANOEl ard YeVETIKOUG TTOANUUOPPIOOUG OE
PUOUIOTIKOUG TAPAYOVTEG TOU CUUTTANPWHATOG, OTIWG TL.X.
oToV MOAVHOPPIoUO Y402H Ttou mapdyovta H (factor H,
FH), n o€ MTOAUHOPPICUOUE ANWY PUOUICTIKWY TTAPAYO-
VTwy, 01w¢ Twv Fl kat FB.22 O moAupop@lopog Y402H tou
napdyovta FH Suoxepaivel emiong tn 8éopevon Tou 0T
C-avtibpwoa mpwteivn (C-reactive protein, CRP), peiwvo-
VTG £TOL TNV AVACTAATIKE TOU §pdon oTnv evepyoroinon
TOU CUUTANPWMATOC.? H avakdAupn tTnNG EUMAOKNAC Kal
TWV eAgypovoowpdtwy (inflammasomes) S1d péoou tNn¢
gvepyoTioinong Twv MAOUCIWV O AgUKiVN SECUEVOVTWV
voukAegoTidla utodoxéwv (nucleotide-binding domain,
leucine-rich-repeat-containing receptors, NLRs) kat ek\u-
opevwy amod TNV avwpain e§wKUTTApla oucia CUPBANEL
TEPAITEPW OTN XPOVIA PAEYHOVN.*0

4.5. Neoayyeiwon

YT @UOIONOYIKEG CUVONKEG TA AUPIPANCTPOEISIKA
KAl TA XOPLOEISIKA ayyeia TApAUEVOUV «OIWTTNAA» Kal SV
avTiSpoUV O€ AYYEIOYEVETIKOUG TTapAyovTeG. H mapouaoia
urroéiag opwg umepuBpiel dia péoou tou €€ umodiag ema-
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yopevou mapdyovta-1 (hypoxia-induced factor 1, HIF-1) tTnv
€KKPLoN TOU ayyelakoL evéoOnAlakou auénTikou mapdyo-
vta-A (vascular endothelial growth factor-A, VEGF-A), kaBwg
Kal TNG ayyelomointivng-2 and to ME, evw n emkoupia kat
ANV TTapayovTwy Kivduvou, OTIWG TT.X. TOU KATTVIOUATOC,
TWV OANOLWHEVWVY TPLIXOEISWV 1 KAl TNG TIEMAXUOUEVNG
HepBpAavng tou Bruch, cupdaiiel otn Snuiovpyia umoikov
HikpoTrepIBAAovToC.'**" Ta kKUTTAapa Tou ME amavtouv
oTN HETAPBOAIKN) OXANON TTAPAYOVTAG AYYEIOYEVETIKOUG
mapayovtes. To ME ekkpivel tov VEGF-A 1600 o€ uol-
OMNOYIKEG OUVONKEG*? 600 Kal 0g CUVORKEG LlOoYaAlWiag Tou
ap@iBAnotposldouc’’ H ékkpion tou VEGF-A pubuiletal
amd TOANOUG TTAPAYOVTEG, OTTWG UNXAVIKH TTiECN, TEAIKA
npoidvta YAukoluAiwong, KUTTAPOKIVEG (IvTepAgUKivNn-1,
TNF), ayyeslotacivn ll, Balompeoivn, MapAdyovteg avanmTu-
&g 6nw¢ Twv vofAaoctwv (transforming growth factor 3
[TGF-B], fibroblast growth factor [FGF]), Twv aipometaiiwv
(platelet-derived growth factor, PDGF) kat Tou L-tOmou
KavaAlwy 16vTwv aocPeotiov.®

5.MAPAITONTEZ KINAYNOY

YTdpxouV KAWVIKOI (LN YEVETIKOI) TTapdyovTteg KivdUvou
TTOU CuVElo@Epouv otnv Taboyévela Tng HEQ. ‘Etol, o€
HeYAAN peta-availuon tou 2010 yla Tn oX€on KAVIKWV
TaPAyOVTWY Kal epedaviong oyipouv HEQ eléyxOnkav 16
TAPAYoVTEC, OTTWC (a) N NAIKIQ, (B) To @UAO, (Y) N QUAR, (8)
TO OIKOYEVEIAKO 10TOPIKO, (€) N eméuPacn KATappPAKTh,
(o71) 10 Xpwpa TNG iptdag, () o deiktng pafag cwHATOg
(AMZ), (n) To kamviopa, (8) numéptaon, (1) o StaPNTng, (K) ot
KapSlayYEeIOKEG VOOl (A) Ol AyYEIAKEG EYKEPOANIKEG VOOOL,
(1) N OAIkN XOANOTEPOAN, (V) N XOANOTEPOAN OTIG UYNAAG
mukvotntag Aumompwteiveg (HDL), (§) Ta TptyAukepidia kat
(o) To vwboyovo mMAdopatog.®

loxupn otatioTiky cuoxETion PPEOBnKe yla Toug ma-
payovTeC (a) NAkia >80 €TWV, UE EMITOAACHO 7-12%, Kal
(B) TOUG KATIVIOTEG O€ OXEON HE TOUG PN KATIVIOTEG, OTIG
HENETEG AOOEVWV-HAPTUPWV HE OXETIKO AOyo (odds ratio,
OR) 1,78 (95% Siaoctnua gumotoouvng [95% confidence
interval, 95% Cl]: 1,52-2,09), Og OUYXPOVIKEG MENETEG UE
OR 3,58 (95% ClI: 2,68-4,79) KAl OTIG TIPOOTITIKEG UENETEG PE
OXETIKO Kivouvo (relative risk, RR) 1,86 (95% Cl: 1,27-2,33).3*
MéETpla ATav n OTATIOTIKA CUCXETION HUE TOUG TTAPAYOVTEG
(a) VPNASG AME, ubVo o€ HENETEG OOEVWOV-LaPTUPWY, UE
OR 1,52 (95% Cl: 1,15-2,0), (B) 10TOPIKO KAPSIAYYEIAKNG
vOoou (oTe@aviaiag vOoou Kal AANwWV), HOVO O€ UENETEG
aoBevwv-papTopwy, pe OR 2,19 (95% Cl: 1,48-3,25), 10T0-
PLKO UTTEPTAONG, MOVO O€ HENETEC AOOEVWV-UAPTUPWY, UE
OR 1,48 (95% Cl: 1,22-1,78), (y) vwboydvo MAACHATOG, HOVO
OTIG OUYXPOVIKEG HUeENETEG, e OR 1,03 (95% Cl: 1,22-1,73).3¢



H mapoucia Siafritn avédele oTATIOTIKN ONUAVTIKO-
TNTA OTIG TTPOOTITIKEG PeENETeG, e RR 1,66 (95% Cl: 1,05-
2,63).To xpwpa tnG ip1dag gixe emiong OTATIOTIKA CNUAVTL-
KOTNTO, ME TTPOOTATEVTIKY Spdon TG kagé iptdag évavtiTng
KUQVNG, HOVO O€ NENETEG A0OeVWV-HapTUPWY, peE OR 2,20
(95% Cl: 1,48-3,26). Aev unip&e OTATIOTIKA ONUAVTIKOTNTA
0’ O,TL APOPOVUCE OTOV EMITOAACHO TNG OYIUNG HEQ oTig
Stdpopeg eBVIKOTNTEG €Tl ApEPIKAVIKOU €86APOUG, EKTOG
TwV 10ayevwv APEPIKAVWY, OTOUG oTToioug SlamoTtwonke
OTATIOTIKA OoNMAvTIKOTNTA (15 @popég mbavotepn gu-
@avion oYiung HEQ og oxéon pe Toug Aativo@wvoug).**
Emonpaivetal 6t pe évav mapdyovta Kivduvou o Kivéuvog
avantuéng oyiung HEQ otnv nevtaetia givat 3% katl otn
Sekaetia 7%, evw N MPOooORKN TPLWV KAl TECOAPWV TTapa-
YovTwv avdvel tov kiviuvo oe 50% kal 67%, avtioTolxa,
o BaBog Sekaetiag.>

EvSei&elq yia YeVETIKN) CUPETOXN OTNV TTAOOYEVELD TNG
HEQ mmpoKUTTOuV amod HEAETEC OIKOYEVELAKN G cuvdbpolong,
OTI0U 0 EMITOAACHOG TNG VOoOU ATAV UPNASTEPOG (23,7%)
O€ ouyyevei¢ TpwTou Babuov am’o,TL og avtiotolxn opada
eNéyxou (11,6%).%¢ Emiong, oe peAétn ovykplong Baduov
ouvppwviag evpnuatwy tng HEQ o povoluywTtikoUg Kal
S1uywTikoUg S18VUOVE N KANPOVOUIKOTNTA TTPWIKNG KAl
oPiung popeng tng HEQ Arav 46% kat 71%, avtiotolxa,
vrmodnAwvovtag 6Tt To 46% Kal To 71% TwV TapaAAaywv
NG HEQ pmopei va e€nynOei amo yevetikoUg mapdyovteg.®

H moAuyoviSiakny cuvelo@opd gival mbavr) oTnv gu-
aloOnoia e€€NMENG TNG vOoouL 1, avTioTpo®a, Kal oTtnV
avtiotaon MPOo¢ AuTH. X& PEYAAN CUVEPYATIKN UEANETN
yoviSiwpatog tng HEQ pe 17.100 acBeveig kat 60.000 pdp-
TUPEG EVPWTTATKNG KAl ACLATIKAG KATAYWYNG Bpédnkav 19
yYoviSlakoi Témol oXeTI{OPEVOL PE TN PUOION TOU CUUTIAN-
PWHMATOC, TOV LUETABOAIOMO TwV Atmbiwy, Tn Stlapdpewon
NG EEWKUTTAPLAG OUCIAG KAL TN VEOAYYEIOYEVEDH HE HEYAAN
OTATIOTIKA ONMAVTIKOTNTA, TTOU OUVEIOQPEPOLV OTO 15-65%
TNG OUVOAIKAG YEVETIKNAG EUTTAOKNAG oTnv avantuén HEQ.?”

O HEAETEC TWV TTAPAYOVTWY TNG EVAANAKTIKAG 050U Tou
CUUTTANPWHATOG 08riyNoav 0TnNV avakaAuyn TG EUTTAOKNG
AUTWV OTN XPOVIa PAeyHovH TTou odnyei o€ avantuén
HEQ. Etol, 0TOV XpWHOOWUIKO TO1T0 1931 0TOV pUBUIOTIKO
napdyovta H (complement factor H, CFH) BpéBnke évag
MOAUPOPQIOPOG (single nucleotide polymorphism, SNP)
Y402H, o omoiog oTtoug eTepolUYyWTEG NTAV 4,6 POPEG Kal
O0TOUG OHOJUYWTEG 7,6 POPEG CUXVOTEPOG OTOUG A0OEVEIQ
pe HEQ am’ 6,11 otnv opdda ehéyxou.>® Emi mAéov, yeveTikoi
MoAUPOP@IoHOL OXeTI(OPEVOL PE TNV TTABoYEVELA TNG VO-
OOU EVTOTIOTNKAV G€ TTAPAYOVTEG TOU CUUITANPWHATOG
C2/FB, C3, C3S/Fast, C7, MBL2, FI, SERPING 1 ka1 o€ apKeTOUG
AA\oug.>®

K. EZAPXOX kau K. FTANNAKOY

leveTikoi MTOAVHOPPICHOI OE TTAPAYOVTES (EKTOG OU-
UIMANPWMATOC) OXeTI{OMEevVOL pe TNV maboyévela Tng HEQ
evtoriotnkav Peta&y AAwv otov urmodoxéa 1 Tou PETa-
OXNMATIOTIKOU auéntikoL mapdyovta Brita (transforming
growth factor-beta receptor 1, TGF-BR1), otov VEGF-A,
o€ TUTTOUG KoAayovou COLTOAT kat COL8AT, otov emi-
SepuLkd auénTikd Tapdyovta mou TEPLEXEL QLIBOVAIVN
mpwTteivn 1 Tng e§wkuttdplag ovoiag (EGF containing
fibulin extracellular matrix protein 1, EFEMP1), otnv ammoAl-
nonpwteivn E (apolipoprotein E, APOE), otnv mpwTeivn pe-
TAPOPAC ECTEPWV XOANOTEPOANG (cholesterol ester transfer
protein, CETP), otnv nmatikn Atmrdon (hepatic lipase-HL),
otov ouleuypévo umodoxéa B tov mpooopotdlovta pe
avoooo@alpivn (paired immunoglobin like type 2 receptor
beta, PILRB), oto yovidio ARMS2 kal o€ apKeToUG AANOUC,
0O€ €Va OUYKEVTPWTIKO OUVOAO YEVETIKAG TIPOCQPOPAG OTN
V600 34 yovISIaKWV TOTWV UE 52 Tapallayéc.

6. OEQPIEZ NAOOrENEIAZ

Ot Tpéxouoeg unmoBéoelg otnv maboyévela tng HEQ
KivoUvTal o€ TPEIG AEOVEC: () TN XOPLOELSIKN AYYEIOKN ave-
TIAPKELQ, TTOU TTPpoKAA&i urmoia kal avantuén veoayysiwong,
SuoAertoupyia kat Bavato Twv Kuttdpwv Tou ME Kal Twv
pwtoumodoxéwy, (B) Tn SuocAertoupyia Tou ME (emaydpevn
ard 10 0&eIOWTIKO stress i amo TNV evepyoroinon Tou ou-
UITANPWHATOG), TTOU TIPOKAAEI SUCXEPELD OTNV AVAVEWON
TWV WTOUTTOS0XEWV KAl 08NYEi O TTPOOSEUTIK) CUCGCWPEL-
on evanoB£oewv, opatwyv wg drusen, TTou TEAIKA ETIIPEPOUV
vmo€ia, avantuén CNV n kat mpoodeuTikn anmwAela tou ME
KAl TV @wToUMoSoxEwV, Kal (Y) TN XPOVIa GAEYHOVH UE TN
OCUOCOWPEUCH TWV HOVOTTUPNVWY PAYOKUTTAPWY KAl TNV
uEPSPACTNPLOTIOINON TOU EYYEVOUG CUCTHLATOG AVOGiag,
n omoia odnyei TENIKA O€ veoayyeiwon Kal EKQUAICN TOU
ME kat Twv wtoUmodoxéwv.?

>tnv HEQ kat oTn yripavon 1o oeldwTIKO stress evoé-
XETAL va TTpoKaAéoel aAowoelg oto ME kal ota Xoplotpt-
X0€18n). ETol, o€ pia umoBeTIkr maboyeveTikry Oswpnon ot
aAolwoelg mBavév va mupodoTtolV Aeyovwdn anavtn-
on-avtiépaon oto ME, otn pepPpdvn tou Bruch kat ota xo-
plotpixoetdn.’" H @Aeypovr oto ME mmpodyel tnv mapaywyn
Kal TNV evanmoBeon avipaAng e§wkuTtdplag ouciag aANd
KAl OUCIWYV TG CUCTNMUATIKAG KUKAO@OpPIag oTn HeUPpdvn
Tou Bruch. H aAN\owwpévn kat memaxuopévn peppdvn, pe
N o€1pd NG, odnyei o€ Siatapaypévn BLONOYIKr) CUUTTEPL-
@opd tou ME, n onoia glogpxOpevn o€ £€vav GavAo KUKAO
npokalel mepattépw BAABN otoug pwtoimodoxeic oto ME
Kal oTov Xoploeldn.’’

H autodvoon @Aeypovwdng Bswpia otnpifetal otnv
avantuén avtoavtidpaoTikwyv T- kal B-Agp@okuttdpwv



EMIAHMIOAOTIA HAIKIAKHE EKOYAIZHY THX QXPAX KHAIAAX

Kal TEPINAMBAVEL TOUAAXIOTOV SU0 PNXAvIoHoUg: (a) Tnv
avantuén autodvoong avtidpaong EKAUOUEVNG EiTe ATTO ON-
AolwHEVOUC WY PIKOUG oxnUaTIopoUG (damaged associated
macular pattern, DAMP) Aoyw Tou o&eldwTikoU stress, TTou
KataAnyel o€ emPAaPn aAS€USIKA UTTOTTPOTOVTA OTTWG KAP-
Bo&ualBuAmuppdAn (carboxyethyl-pyrrole, CEP), unAovikr
S1aAbelidn (malondialdehyde, MDA) ) 4-u§po&uvovevdaAin
(4-hydroxy-2-nonenal, 4-HNE), eite amd teAikd mpoidvta yAu-
koCuAiwong, 6w TNV KapBofuuebuloAuaivn Kat Tnv evTo-
o1divn. (B) Méow poplakoL ppNTIoHoU e autoavTiowuata
KaTeEUBLVOUEVA TTIPOC AVTyOVA TOU Au@IBANoTpoeldoug Ta
omnoia Tpooopoldalouy pe avtiydva AoIpwd WV mapayovIwy,
onwg twv Chlamydiae pneumoniae, Helicobacter pylori.*®
3tov op6 acBevwv pe HEQ avixvevtnkav >31 autoavtiow-
pata lgG kat IgM katd ap@iBANCTPOEISIKWY avTiyovwy Kal
aAvVTIyOVWV TwV KUTtdpwyv Mdller.?

H HEQ @aivetal va cuvdéstal wg Tpog 1o OKENOG TNG XPO-
VIOG QAEYUOVNG LE €Va QACIA VEUPOEKPUAICTIKWY VOOWV
ynpavong, 6mwg n vooog Alzheimer, n véoocg Parkinson katn
Avola tng vooou Parkinson, ol tautondBeleg (tautopathies)
KOl OPKETEG AANEG, OL OTTOIEG £XOLV KOIVO GNUEIO TIG EEWKUT-
TApleg evamoBEoelc.”” QoToo0, amod péva Toug Ta NAIKIOKA
OTOIXEla TNG YN PaAvong, OTIwG T1.X. ol evarmoBéoeig Aumbiwv
otnv e€wkuttdpla oucia, Sev odnyouv anapaitnta o HEQ,
KaBWG HOVo T 14,9% Twv NAKIWPEVWY Xwpig otolyeia HEQ
gU@aviCel oTNV TTEVTAETIA 0POANUOCKOTIIKEG AANOIWOELG
ouppatég pe HEQ. Tuvenwg, Je Ta péxpl orjpepa Sedopéva
Bswpeitat mo mbavod 611 N HEQ amotelei éva mpoyxwpnpé-
vo otdadio 1} pla diatapayxr TNG NAIKIAKAG yjpavong Tou
o@BaAuoU, n omoia MPOKUTITEL amd TNV dBpolon Kal TNV
AAMNAeTiSpacn TOANATIAWY YEVETIKWY KAl PN YEVETIKWV
TTOPAYOVTWY. 530314243

7. KAINIKH EIKONA, AIATNQXH KAI ©EPANEIA

H HEQ mpoodaMel cuvriBw¢ dtopa nAikiag >55 etwv
Kal N KAVIKN TNG EIKOVA Sla@épel avAaloya HE Tov TUTTO Kal
T0 01dd10 TNE vooou. H Sidyvwon StleukoAUveTal amod TNV
niapouacia Twv drusen, TwV HEAAYXPWOTIKWY, TWV ATPOPIKWV
1 Kat AAAwV aANolwoewy, ald Sgv cuvodeleTal TTAVTA PE
peiwon 6paong, kKabw¢ oTo MPWIHo otddlo Ta MpooPe-
BAnuéva datoua gival cuvnOBw¢ acuuntTwpatikd.? Kabwg n
vO00G e€gNicoETAL KAl KATAOAAUBAVEL TNV WXPJ, AVOAPEPETAL
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amnd Tov acBevr) OoA 6pacn PE CKOTWHATA KEVTPIKA 1
TIAPAKEVTPQ, UE N XWPIG peETapopoia (aAoiwon NG
HOPPNG TWV EI8WAWV) OToV €vav 1} Kal 0Toug SUo o@Oa-
HOUC, HEIWHEVN IKAVOTNTA KOVTIVIG avayvwong, 18laitepa
o€ auLSPO PWTIoUOS, Suoxépela oto BAuPoc, SuokoAia otnv
TIPOCAPHOYH OTO PWG KAl 0TO OKOTOG.? Ol KAAGCLIKEG 1] Kal
BuBieg veoayyelakég aAolwoelg TnG HEQ Staylyvwokovtal
He TN BoriBela BuBookdTTNONC, ayyEloypa®iag Le AOLO-
pookeivn f) tvdokuavivn, Topoypaiag onmTIKAG GUVOXAG
(optical coherence tomography, OCT), kat pe Tn vedtepn
ayyeloypagia Topoypa@iag ontikig cuvoxng (OCT-A).#

H Bepamneia tng HEQ e€aptdtal amd Tov KAVIKO TUTTIO
Kal 1o oTdd16 TNG. ZTNV ENpd pop@r N Tpéxouoa Bepareia
EMKEVTPWVETAL OTIC SIAITNTIKEC CUMPBOUAEG, oTnNV aAayn
ToU TPOTIoU WA KAl 0TN XOPrYNON avTIOEEIOWTIKWV. XTN
VEOQYYELIOKN HOop®n N utdpyxouoa Beparisia ival ot gv-
S0LBONBIKEG EVEDELG UE AVTIAYYEIOYEVETIKOUG TTAPAYOVTES
(anti-VEGF).?

8. ZYMMEPAXZMATA

H HEQ amaocxo)ei kat Ba amacxoAroel wg mpoAnua
SNUOOCIAG UYEiOG ONUAVTIKA TA VUYEIOVOULKA CUCTAMATA
OAWV TWV XWPWV TIG EpXOEVEG SekaeTieq pe Sdedopévo
NV dvodo tou mpoodokipou emPiwong, oto omoio Ba
EUTTAOKOUV KATNYOPIEC KUPIWG LTTEPYNPWV ATOUWY NAL-
Kiag >80 etwv. Mapatnpeital, cUPEWVA Kal PE TIG EMSON-
MIOAOYIKEG MENETEG, AVENON TNG ELPAVIONG TNG TIPWIKNG
Hop@n¢ TNG HEQ oTig nAkieg Twv 55 €Twv Kat avw. Eivail
TIAPNYOPO OTI TTAPATNPEITAL O PEYANUTEPEG NALKIEG ML
OXETIKA avAaoxeon Twv OYIpwv otadiwv TG vooou. MiBavoi
TIAPAYOVTEG O€ AUTO €ival n aAAayr] Tou Tpomou (Wr¢ TwV
NAKIWPEVWV KAl N EVPEID XPiON TWV AVTIAYYEIOYEVETIKWVY
mapayovtwv. Ektég anmd tn Bacikn épguva amartovvtal
TIEPIOCOTEPEC EMONUIOANOYIKEC TIPOOTITIKEG UEAETEG, EiTE
yla N Slakpifwon artiomaboyeVETIKWY CUCXETIOUWV €iTe
yla TNV avakAdAuyn mePIOCOTEPWVY TIOAVWV TTAPAYOVTWYV
KIvOUVOU KAl TIPOOTATEUTIKWV TTAPAYOVTWY O0TNV Taboyévela
NG HEQ, woTte pe ta anmoteAéopatd toug va §000Uv TENIKA
ol kateuBbuvTriPIeG 0dNyieg TPOANYNG PE TN HEYOANUTEPN
Suvatn atouikn e§eldikevon yla Toug aoBeveic, al\d Kal
ol kateuBuvTrpleg odnyieg yia TNV TPpWTOoyevr TPOANYN
NG vOoOoUL oToV TTANOUCUO.
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ABSTRACT

Epidemiology of age-related macular degeneration

K. EXARCHOS, K. GIANNAKOU
Department of Health Sciences, School of Sciences, European University Cyprus, Nicosia, Cyprus

Archives of Hellenic Medicine 2023, 40(6):734—741

Age-related macular degeneration (AMD) is a progressive degenerative disease of the macula. It primarily affects

the pigmented epithelium and, secondarily, the photoreceptors. It includes two clinical forms, the dry and the neo-

vascular form, which in the final stage can cause partial or total (legal) blindness. The etiology is complex, multifac-

torial, and imperfectly known, with genetic susceptibility and clinical, environmental, and non-environmental fac-

tors all playing a role. In the course of the development of AMD in the external retina, four anatomical-pathological

events occur: lipofuscinogenesis, drusogenesis, chronic inflammation, and neovascularization only in the neovas-

cular form. The highest prevalence of AMD is seen in those =80 years of age, with a prevalence of 8.8% to 12.33%

and a tendency to increase in age groups from 55 years and older. The treatment of the disease mainly concerns the

neovascular form. Significant social and economic costs in healthcare systems are expected in the coming decades

as life expectancy rises.
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